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Paediatric neurology: theory and
practice

Edited by Christos P Panteliadis, Rudolf
Korinthenberg. New York: Thieme, 2005,
pp 973, J99.95 (£70 (approx.); US$125
(approx.)), hardback. ISBN 3131415614

It was Bertrand
Russell who said
that a stupid man’s
report of what a cle-
ver man says can
never be accurate,
because he uncon-
sciously translates
what he hears
into something he
understands. There-
fore reviewing a
book written by so

many distinguished neurologists poses a
challenge. Added to this is the fact that
paediatric neurology is a mystery for many—
the more you read the less you seem to
understand.
Will this book help?
The third edition of Paediatric neurology is

intended by its editors to provide an up-to-
date reference guide to child neurology,
including the most current literature and
recent advances. It is a multi-author text
(n=68) with contributions mainly from
Greece, Germany, and the USA.
In attempting to assess the book, I have

used it, as intended by the authors, as a
reference guide in my day-to-day work as a
registrar on a neurology firm. The book is in
hardback form with almost 1000 pages, so
definitely not a pocket-guide—rather a book
for the departmental library or home office. It
is set over 52 chapters, which would have
benefited from being grouped into sections to
aid the reader find the relevant chapter more
quickly.
There are some excellent chapters, includ-

ing those on the hypotonic infant, acute
encephalopathies, and seizure disorders,
which I found useful in the clinical setting
and which deserve a wide audience. Many of
the chapters are by experienced clinicians,
giving the book a breadth of vision, but
inevitably there are differences in manage-
ment and approach which reflect the multi-
national authorship.
There is some surprising omissions—non-

accidental head injury is covered only briefly,
while autism and ADHD are not covered at
all. The overall quality of the illustrations is
disappointing and many seem to add little to
the text. Some of the chapters have grammar
and syntax problems, which the reader can
overcome, but which should not have be
present had the book been adequately proof-
read and edited. It is however well referenced
throughout, with many contemporary entries
to 2004.
Does this book unravel the mystery that is

paediatric neurology? Well, it certainly goes a
long way, but ultimately it needs to judged
against its rivals and it is here that my
enthusiasm wanes. There are many excellent
contributions in this book but it did not gain
my confidence as the essential reference for
paediatric neurology questions. At £70 it
offers good value for money but, in the end,
I will save my money up and buy Aicardi—
you may wish to do the same.

N A Harrower
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