
 

 
 

 

Book Review in Press 
 
This book review has been accepted for publication in Archives of 
Disease in Childhood and is available before publication in the journal 

 
Disclaimer: This version is non-citable.  
The final version will appear in a forthcoming issue of ADC. 
 

 

Downloaded from adc.bmjjournals.com 
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Clinical teaching is
at last no longer see
one, do one, teach
one. With this
insight from the
medical profession
comes (not before
time) a plethora of
books on teaching.

This book by
Richard Hays is a
practical tome.
Primarily about

teaching medical students, it establishes right
from the start that one doesn’t have to be an
educationalist to be a good teacher. It is only
the minority of clinicians that undergo any
formal educational training, but conversely,
formal training does not produce a good
teacher. This book sends the message that
teaching well is not a skill that everyone has,
or even has the potential to acquire, but one
that we can all improve.

This book is said to be a primer for clinical
teachers. It is divided into three parts: the
first gives information on being a clinical
teacher, the second provides practical advice
on the how to teach, and part three is the
theory section.

The first part of this book serves as an
insight into the difficulties and challenges
faced in the development of a medical
curriculum, and although interesting, is not
very relevant to the jobbing clinician. The
section ends with a useful and concise section
on common principles of clinical teaching.

The second part of the book is excellent,
relevant, and practical. It is divided into four
chapters, each using scenarios to ensure
relevance in one’s day-to-day practice. It
starts by presenting a series of clinical
teaching skills: some expected, such as
lectures and small group teaching; and some
that the reader may not have previously
thought about, such as dealing with aca-
demic performance and personal problems. It
uses scenarios to present a teaching method
and to illustrate the pitfalls and difficulties
faced with that method. Each example is
concluded with a clear and concise top tips
section. The author encourages active parti-
cipation by the reader in asking him to write
down his thoughts on the learning processes
described.

The following chapter presents teaching
strategies in common clinical settings, such
as in the operating theatre and in outpatients.
It allows readers to explore ways of extracting
the most educational benefit from a range of
settings. Following this is a chapter con-
cerned with the assessment of learners. It
starts by looking at the strengths and weak-
nesses of assessment within the clinical
setting and then moves on to commonly
used methods. This section of the book
concludes with a chapter on evaluating
clinical teaching and learning. The author
gives a practical approach to the evaluation of
one’s teaching and provides a toolbox of
processes.

Part three of this book is concerned with
more detailed and theoretical aspects con-
cerning common issues in teaching and
learning. Coming on the back of the more
practical part of the book, the core educa-
tional theories that it presents are made to
feel relevant and interesting. It begins with a
chapter on curriculum and then moves on to
assessment and evaluation.

The book is concluded with a useful
appendix which gives a glossary of medical
education terms and then recommended
resources for teaching.

This is a concise book that would be
invaluable for anyone wishing to expand
their knowledge and practical skills in the
field of medical education. Although based
on medical student teaching, the information
it contains would be useful for any clinical
teaching setting. The second part of the book
provides a valuable resource that one can dip
into when planning teaching sessions. It does
just what is says on the tin—a straightfor-
ward, practical guide about day-to-day teach-
ing and learning in busy hospitals.
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