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Foreign Accent Syndrome (FAS) in Association
with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). A New
Syndrome?
doi:10.1136/archdischild-2013-304107.082

S Rambathla, V Rao. Paediatrics, Walsall NHS Healthcare Trust, Walsall, UK

Background FAS has been described in adults following acute
injury to the brain. Children commonly develop an accent closer to
that of their peers than their parents’ native accent. Children with
ASD often have a speech and language disorder. There have been no
recorded cases of children speaking with a foreign accent that they
have not been exposed to.
We present 3 British children with Asperger’s syndrome who
speak with an American sounding accent with no prior exposure to
it. We will show DVD clips of their speech.
Case 1:
White English girl, 8, with unilateral hearing loss following congenital CMV infection. Attending main stream school with a statement of special educational needs (SEN), but with significant social
and communication difficulties; diagnosed as Asperger’s syndrome.
Fluent speech with a strong American accent.
Case 2:
White English boy, 9, with CHARGE syndrome, attending main
stream school with a statement of SEN; good speech, but with poor
social interaction skills and significant obsessional behaviour; was
diagnosed as Asperger’s syndrome. Speaks with a clear American
accent.
Case 3:
Black British boy, 6 with behavioural difficulties, in main stream
school with significant social and communication difficulties; diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome. Has clear speech with an American
accent.
Discussion There are over 90 cases reported from many parts of
the world in adults who have suddenly developed a foreign accent
following trauma to the brain such as stroke, waking up after anaesthesia, migraine, brain tumour. It is thought to be due to involvement of speech area of brain.
There has been no report of a child with FAS.
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None of our children have had any documented acute brain
trauma but 2 of them have some co- morbidities. Their unexplained
foreign accents have baffled both parents and professionals alike.
Conclusions We hypothesise some children with ASD could have
had a brain injury of an obscure nature leading to both the
behavioural difficulties and pronunciation disorder that sounds like
a foreign accent. We suggest that the combination of ASD and FAS
is a new syndrome.
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A Review of 24-Hour Ambulatory Holter
Electrocardiography
doi:10.1136/archdischild-2013-304107.083

G Spentzou, W Kelsall. Paediatrics, Cambridge University Hospital, Cambridge, UK

Background The 24-hour ECG is being widely used by paediatricians and paediatric cardiologists to assess children who present
with palpitations or other cardiac symptoms. It is also used for children who are known to have an arrhythmia or a cardiac condition,
have a family history of serious arrhythmia or suffer from a metabolic disease which can affect their heart.
Aims To review the effectiveness of 24-hour ECG in capturing
arrhythmias in children.
Methods This was a retrospective review of the 24-hour ECG
reports between January 2009 and January 2012. The patients were
identified from the cardiology database and the reports were
accessed via the electronic medical record system of our hospital.
Results Over this 3 year period, 178 Holter ECGs were performed.
That included 72 female and 106 male patients. The age range was
from 4 days to 16 years, with most Holters performed between
1 month to 2 years of age (27%). Most patients (90%) had an ambulatory ECG which lasted for 24 hours, while on 9 occasions it lasted
for 48 hours and on 8 occasions for 72 hours. The indications for
requesting this investigation were divided into 5 categories: known
arrhythmia, known cardiac disease, non-specific palpitations
(including chest pain, shortness of breath and ‘funny turns’), family
history of prolonged QTc and SUDS and screening due to metabolic
disease (Fabry’s). 34 patients (19%) were on medication at the time
of the Holter ECG, one had an implanted defibrillator and another
one had a pacemaker. In total, significant abnormalities were found
in 29 (16%) patients, including SVT, second degree heart block and
frequent sinus pauses. Quite importantly, abnormalities were not
detected amongst the patients who were being investigated for
non-specific palpitations. Of note, 10 such patients experienced
symptoms during their 24-hour ECG study; in all cases the recorded
rhythm was sinus rhythm.
Conclusion In this study, the 24 hour ECG did not reveal any
rhythm abnormalities in the patients being investigated for nonspecific palpitations and other associated symptoms. However, it
demonstrated important abnormalities in patients under follow-up
for known arrhythmia, heart disease or relevant family history.
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The Evolving Role of a Paediatrician with
Expertise in Cardiology in a Non-Cardiac Centre
doi:10.1136/archdischild-2013-304107.084

S Sivananthan, R Yates, W Kelsall. Department of Paediatrics, Addenbrooke’s Hospital,
Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, Cambridge, UK; 2Department of
Paediatric Cardiology, Hospital for Sick Children Great Ormond Street, London, UK
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Aim The Safe and Sustainable Review of Paediatric Cardiac Surgery will change the way that paediatric cardiology is delivered in
the United Kingdom1. Paediatricians working with cardiologists in
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Patient and Methods The patient had commenced peritoneal
dialysis 14 months prior to transplant due to end-stage renal failure. Following transplant workup her father was deemed a suitable donor and a right sided hand assisted laparoscopic donor
nephrectomy was performed. The recipient then underwent the
transplant with a midline incision to allow access to the aorta and
inferior vena cava to which the anastomoses were made. Anatomical reversal of the usual techniques used in paediatric transplantation were needed due to situs inversus. The kidney was then
placed in the left iliac fossa. Native kidneys not removed and the
abdomen was closed with peritoneal dialysis catheter removed at
time of transplant.
Results The patient recovered in the paediatric intensive care unit
as per standard transplantation at the unit. Ultrasound imaging
was performed immediately post operatively and showed good
global perfusion of the kidney with no hydronephrosis or perinephric collection. The patient developed immediate graft function and
was discharged with standardised outpatient follow up.
Discussion Six cases of BBS and renal transplantation have been
reported in literature and this is the first case report of a successful
renal transplantation in a child with both BBS and situs inversus
totalis. We therefore conclude that such anatomical malformations
should not be considered a contra-indication for renal transplantation in children.

