
is presented in easy to navigate tables. There
is also a good summary of the development
of children’s friendships in this book. This
information is not easy to come by, as I
know from reading up for the literature
review of a recent paper.

I see many children in clinic who are on
the autism spectrum, and sometimes stu-
dents or doctors new to our Developmental
Paediatric service are puzzled as to what
questions to pose so as to best understand a
child’s developmental level in regard to the
trajectory of play and social interaction. The
table on the cognitive and social sequence of
play in this new edition clearly shows what
to look for, and is one that I will now be able
to share with doctors and students, and no
doubt with interested parents too.

I currently recommend that all our sec-
ond-year medical students buy this book. I
also tell them that as well as being useful
during their student years, if they wish to
become a general practitioner, a paediatri-
cian or any other kind of doctor who
interacts with children then this will con-
tinue to be relevant. Some may be swayed
by my final comment – that this book will
also be helpful if or when they start a family
of their own -– and if they decide not to
have children they could always lend it to a
neighbour.

P Clark

A handbook for expert witnesses
in Children Act cases, 2nd edition
Edited by Rt Hon Lord Justice Nicholas Wall. Published by
Jordan Publishing, 2007, pp 218, £30 (paperback). ISBN 978
1 84661 034 9

This is the second edi-
tion of an outstanding
and immensely useful
book, packed with
simple practical
advice. For any paedia-
trician or other doctor
involved in care pro-
ceedings within the
UK family court sys-
tem, whether as a
treating doctor or an

expert, it will be invaluable, and there is no
comparable source of straightforward and
definitive advice.

The author of the book has spent much of
his professional lifetime working within the
Family Division, as a barrister, a High Court
Judge, and the Family Division Liaison Judge
for the North West; he now sits as a Judge in
the Court of Appeal. He points out that
doctors do not read law reports, and lawyers

do not read medical journals, and that
despite much excellent inter-disciplinary
work there appears to be a continuing level
of misunderstanding between the medical
and legal professions about what is expected
by the courts of expert witnesses in care
proceedings. He openly acknowledges that
the legal profession from time to time treats
expert witnesses in a cavalier fashion, and
that many of the guidelines for good practice
by lawyers are not always followed. His aim
in writing this book is to help dispel myths
and establish good practice, and to encou-
rage doctors who have expertise to under-
take work as medical experts in care
proceedings.

The book’s format is 36 chapters (mostly
only 2–5 pages long) plus 11 appendices and
a CD-ROM containing an updated Expert
Witness Pack. The orientation throughout is
to practical topics, such as ‘‘The respective
roles of the judge and the expert’’,
‘‘Preliminary enquiries of the expert’’,
‘‘Nature of the brief given by the Court’’,
‘‘The letter of instruction’’, ‘‘Your enquiries:
the general rule and some pitfalls’’,
‘‘Discussions between experts prior to
reports being written’’, ‘‘Meetings of experts
directed by the Court’’, ‘‘Pre-hearing confer-
ences with counsel’’, ‘‘Joint instructions’’,
‘‘Where there are both criminal and care
proceedings’’, ‘‘Writing your report’’,
‘‘Changing your opinion’’, ‘‘What happens
at Court’’, ‘‘Giving evidence’’, ‘‘The dangers
of being the single expert’’, ‘‘What if you are
the treating clinician?’’, ‘‘Will you be
named? Anonymity in proceedings relating
to children’’ and ‘‘Anonymous or partial
instructions’’. All these chapters are admir-
ably brief and give clear advice and, where
relevant, the background reasons for that
advice. Given that all paediatricians, like it
or not, are potentially involved in child-
protection matters, the book will be of value
to just about every paediatrician in the
United Kingdom, whether in practice or in
training.

The book opens with a helpful analysis
and overview of the uniquely important
Meadow case and its implications. There is
an appendix about the new guidance on
experts in care proceedings, the Practice
Direction entitled ‘‘Experts in Family
Proceedings Relating to Children’’, which
came into effect on 1 April 2008. A lengthy
chapter (with accompanying appendices) on
‘‘Payment of experts’ fees and charges’’ was
written by Peggy Ray, a solicitor. Of less
immediate practical relevance but nonethe-
less important are a chapter and appendix
on the Family Justice Council, written by
Stephen Cobb, a barrister.

Although there are a number of resources
available for doctors who become caught up
in care proceedings, this book has the
advantage that it is authoritative and
written by a judge who is plainly sympa-
thetic to the challenges faced by health
professionals involved in such cases. To
write a report for court or to attend court
in care proceedings without reading the
relevant sections of this book would, in my
view, be as unwise as driving a car without
wearing a seat belt.

While I am one of a number of doctors
who were invited to read and comment
upon a draft manuscript of this book, I
remain concerned that despite its stated aim
to encourage experts to become involved in
care proceedings, there remain a number of
disincentives. The reality is that regardless of
the quality of their work, paediatricians and
other specialists have become an easy target
for extraordinary and ill-informed aggression
and hostility from the media and pressure
groups, over and above the potential unplea-
santness of appearing in court, and fear of
personal threats and complaints to employ-
ing Trusts, the General Medical Council and
other public bodies.

This is an exceptionally useful book,
packed with helpful and practical recom-
mendations. As the title indicates, the book
only deals with the Family Justice system,
and while much of the guidance given would
assist those who become involved in the
criminal court system, maybe a future
edition should include advice, where it
differs, that is specific for criminal cases.

T J David
Timothy J David, University of Manchester, Booth Hall

Children’s Hospital, Blackley, Manchester M9 7AA, UK;
tim.david@manchester.ac.uk
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CORRECTION

In Arch Dis Child 2008;93(Suppl 1):A94–A95
the co-authors of the published abstract
were not mentioned. The full authorship is
as follows: 1Sue Thornton, 1Laura Smith,
2Alysa Levene, 3Jonathan Reinarz, 3Andrew
Williams. Their corresponding addresses are
1Children’s Directorate, Northampton General
Hospital; 2Dept of the History of Medicine,
Oxford Brookes University; 3Centre for the
History of Medicine, Medical School,
Birmingham University.
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