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MEETINGS
IN 1994

The Neonatal Society
24 February, Royal Society of Medicine,
London
8-9 July, University of Leeds
3 November, Royal Society of Medicine,
London
Further details: Dr Janet M Rennie, Neonatal
Unit, Rosie Maternity Hospital, Cambridge
CB2 2SW

Clinical Genetics Society/British Medical
Genetics Conference
9 March, Institute of Education, London
12-14 September, University of York
Further details: Dr P A Farndon, Clinical
Genetics Unit, Birmingham Maternity
Hospital, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TG

First European Paediatric Congress
9-12 March, Paris, France
Further details: Mercure Communication, 9
Avenue Matignon, 75008 Paris, France

Paediatric Research Society
25-26 March, Birmingham
23-24 September, Guildford
Further details: Dr A P J Thomson, Leighton
Hospital, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 4QJ

British Paediatric Association
12-15 April, University of Warwick,
Coventry
Further details: Miss Rosalind Topping,
British Paediatric Association, 5 St Andrew's
Place, Regents Park, London NW1 4LB

Association of European Paediatric
Cardiologists XXIX Annual General
Meeting
11-14 May, Edinburgh
Further details: Index Communications, Index
House, 19 The Hundred, Romsey,
Hampshire S051 8GD

4th International Paediatric,
Haematology and Oncology Update
25-27 May, Edinburgh
Further details: Index Communications, Index
House, 19 The Hundred, Romsey,
Hampshire S051 8GD

European Society for Pediatric
Endocrinology
22-25 June, Maastricht, The Netherlands
Further details: Professor Leo van den Brande,
Wilhelmina Children's Hospital, PO Box
18009, 3501 CA Utrecht, The Netherlands

Paediatric Week Holland
(a combined meeting of 12 European paedia-
tric societies)
29 June-6 July, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Further details: Erasmus Forum, Erasmus
University Rotterdam, Burg Oudlaan 50,
Room NB-1, PO Box 1738, NL-3000 DR
Rotterdam, The Netherlands

2nd European Conference on Pediatric
Autoimmune and Rheumatic Diseases
7-10 September, Pavia, Italy
Further details: Congress Team, Via D Sacchi
12, 27100 Pavia, Italy

International Conference on Infection in
the Immuno-compromised Child
8-9 September, Newcastle
Further details: Index Communications, Index
House, 19 The Hundred, Romsey,
Hampshire S051 8GD

British Association ofPerinatal
Medicine
1 October, Trinity College, Dublin
Further details: Dr Andrew Wilkinson,
Neonatal Unit, John Radcliffe Hospital,
Oxford OX3 9DU

European Respiratory Society
1-5 October, Nice, France
Further details: Ms Rosine Fievet, ERS, 60 rue
de Vaugirard, 75006 Paris, France

Fourth Joint ESPGAN-NASPGN
Meeting
10-12 October, Houston, Texas
Further details: ESPGAN-NASPGN Meeting
Manager, Slack Inc, 6900 Grove Road,
Thorofare, NJ 08086-9447, USA
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INSTRUCTIONS
TO AUTHORS

Papers for publication should be sent to the
Editors, Archives of Disease in Childhood,
BMA House, Tavistock Square, London
WC1H 9JR. Submission of a paper will be
held to imply that it contains original work
not being offered elsewhere or published pre-

viously. Manuscripts should be prepared in
accordance with the Vancouver style.' The
editors retain the right to shorten the article or

make changes to conform with style and to
improve clarity.
For guidance on ethical aspects refer to the

editorial in this journal.2 All authors must sign
the copyright form after acceptance.

Failure to adhere to any ofthese instruc-
tions may result in delay in processing
the manuscript and it may-be returned to
the authors for correction before being
submitted to a referee.

General
* Authors must submit two copies of the

manuscript and any subsequent revision.

* When submitting original manuscripts
authors should send a copy of any of their
other papers on a similar subject to assure

the editors that there is no risk of duplicate
publication.

* Manuscripts must have a title page which
gives the title of the paper, the name of the
author(s), the place where the work was

carried out, and the address of the corres-

ponding author. The number of authors
should be kept to a minimum and should
include only those who have made a contri-
bution to the research: justification should
be made for more than five authors.
Acknowledgments should be limited to
workers whose courtesy or assistance has
extended beyond their paid work, and to
supporting organisations. Information
about the availability of reprints should be
given at the end of the references.

* The article and references must be typed in
double line spacing throughout with a 5 cm
margin on the left side. The right hand
margin should not be justified. Pages
should be numbered in the top right hand
corner.

* All measurements must be in SI units apart
from blood pressure measurements, which
should be in mm Hg, and drugs in metric
units.

* Abbreviations should be used rarely and
should be preceded by the words in full
before the first appearance.

* In the statistical analysis of data 95% confi-
dence intervals should be used where
appropriate.

* Any article may be submitted to outside
peer review and for statistical assessment.
This usually takes six weeks but a longer
period is required for some manuscripts.
Articles are usually published within five
months of the date of the final acceptance
of the manuscript.

* No free reprints will be provided. Reprints
may be ordered when the proof is returned;
they take about two months to be dis-
patched and those going overseas are sent
by surface mail.

* If the paper is rejected the manuscript and
all illustrations will be shredded unless a

request is made at the time of submission
for their return.

Original articles
* The title should have no more than 10

words and should not include the words
'child', 'children', or 'childhood' (already
implicit in the title of the journal).

* The abstract of an experimental or observa-
tional study must clearly state in sequence
and in not more than 150 words (i) the
main purpose of the study, (ii) the essential
elements of the design of the study, (iii) the
most important results illustrated by
numerical data but not p values, and
(iv) the implications and relevance of the
results. The ab act of a paper which
focuses on a case re o(s) must summarise
the essential descriptive elements of the
case(s) and indicate their relevance and
importance.

Short reports
* Lengust not exceed 900 words, includ-

ing ,n abstract of less than 50 words, one
or wto small tables or illustrations and up
to Mix references. If more illustrations are

required the text must be reduced accord-
ingly.

* T*e title should be no longer than seven
words.

Annotations
* Annotations are commissioned by the

editors who welcome suggestions for topics
orauthors.

Medical audit
Most medical audit is of local interest and for
education purposes, however some medical
audit may be of wider interest to paediatri-
cians an4 those involved with developing
systems bmedical audit. Papers concerned
with servicE evaluation, quality assurance,
and outcome measures that may or may not
involve medical audit will be accepted and
published depending on their merit and
relevance. In particular the following may be
worthy of publication:
* Models of good practice that include a

description of the service before medical
audit, the standards developed, a descrip-
tion of the training of professionals to meet
those standards, and a demonstration of
improvement after medical audit.

* Innovative methods of medical audit.

Letters
* Letters must be typed in double line spac-

ing, should normally be no more than 300
words, have no more than four references,
and must be signed by all authors. Two
copies should be provided. Letters may be
published in a shortened form at the
discretion of the editor.

Tables and illustrations
Tables should be presented separately and
typed in double line spacing without ruled
lines.
* Avoid histograms if possible.
* Illustrations should be used only when data

cannot be expressed clearly in any other
way. When graphs are submitted the
numerical data on which they are based
should be supplied.

* Illustrations should be trimmed to remove

all redundant areas; the top should be
marked on the back.

* Patients shown in photographs should have
their identity concealed or written consent
to publication should be obtained.

* Ultrasound scans, radiographs, etc should
be arrowed on an overlay to indicate areas
of interest or should be accompanied by
explanatory line drawings.

* If any tables or illustrations submitted have
been published elsewhere, written consent
to republication should be obtained by the
author from the copyright holder (usually
the publisher) and the authors. A copy of
the letter giving consent must be included.

* Please note that the cost of reproducing any

colour figures will be charged to the authors
(please contact the editorial office for price).

References
* References must be numbered in the order

they appear in the text and include all
information (Vancouver style):

1 Williams W, Sunderland R. As sick as a

pigeon - psittacosis myelitis. Arch Dis
Child 1989; 64: 1626-8.

2 Hughes CA. Parenteral nutrition. In:
Insley J, Wood B, eds. A paediatric vade
mecum. London: Lloyd-Luke, 1984:
60-7.

* Abstracts, information from manuscripts
not yet accepted, or personal communica-
tions may be cited only in the text and not
included in the references. References are

not checked by us; authors must verify ref-
erences against the original documents
before submitting the article.

1 International Committee of Medical Journal
Editors. Uniform requirements for manuscripts
submitted to biomedical journals. BMJ 1991;
302:338-41.

2 Anonymous. Research involving children - ethics,
the law, and the climate of opinion. [Editorial.]
Arch Dis Child 1978; 53: 441-2.
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Manuscript checklist:
* Is the entire manuscript double

spaced?
* Is there an abstract?
* Are the references in Vancouver style?
* Are the abbreviations spelt out?
* Are the measurements in SI units?
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