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note form, the language remains clear and the
book is easy to read.

This book joins many others aimed at
primary care professionals involved in
child health surveillance. It is quite expensive
for its size, and a paperback version might
prove more popular. It clearly describes a
British system of developmental assessment
which has been refined over many years, and
is the distillation of enormous experience of
young children.

It will be of practical use to GPs and health
visitors. Trainee paediatricians not lucky
enough to have experienced Dr Egan's clinical
teaching would also benefit from reading this
book and by acquiring the clinical skills it
describes.

A MEMOND
Consultant paediatrician
(community child health)

Textbook of Fetal and Pennatal Pathology.
Edited by Jonathan S Wigglesworth and Don
B Singer. (Pp 1308; £195 hardback.) Black-
well Scientific Publications, 1991. ISBN
0-86542-118-8.

Ten years ago, one of the frustrations of peri-
natal pathology was the lack of a good up to
date reference book. Besides a few mono-
graphs covering specific areas, researching the
most mundane topic often required a trawl
through the original literature. Fortunately,
this dearth of pathology texts has gradually
changed and has now culminated in the publi-
cation of this two volume reference work.
The editors are two distinguished patholo-

gists, one from each side of the Atlantic, who
have drawn together expert contributors
working throughout the northern hemisphere.
Their aim was to produce a reference book for
perinatal and paediatric pathologists, but one
which would also be of value to perinatolo-
gists, geneticists, and other workers involved
with the care of the fetus and newborn infant.
The first volume covers the principles and

practical aspects associated with the perfor-
mance of the perinatal necropsy. Chapters

range from assessment of fetal growth, the
performance of the perinatal necropsy or
examination of abortuses and stillborn infants,
to congenital tumours, disorders of the
immune system, infection, and inborn meta-
bolic diseases. While most chapters provide
solid practical guidance, and the presence of
innumerable tables of normal values are parti-
cularly valuable (down to anal diameters and
phallus lengths!), the theoretical background,
such as a consideration of the causation of
malformation, is not ignored.
The second volume covers all the main

organ systems, up to and including eye patho-
logy, and an in depth look at the orofacial
region. These chapters appear reasonably
comprehensive and, in researching recently
arisen problems, have provided either a useful
comment or reference. More comprehensive
specialist texts will not be replaced of course,
particularly in the field of dysmorphology, as
the descriptions here will often only be of
value if a diagnosis has already been made or
suspected.
The quality of the line diagrams and repro-

duction of the macroscopic photographs is, in
general, of a high standard and they are useful
adjuncts to the text. However, and herein lies
the main criticism, the same cannot be said
for the photomicrographs, particularly the
medium to low powers. Without the eye of
faith, it is frequently impossible to discern the
feature(s) which are supposed to be illustra-
ted. As it is a problem of more than one
chapter this seems to be because of poor repro-
duction, rather than poor quality of the
original photomicrograph. Overreduction of
the prints may also have contributed to the
problem. One suspects, however, that this
may be more of a frustration to the inexperi-
enced than the experienced perinatal patholo-
gist, and to non-pathologists, it may not
matter at all.
There is no doubt that all perinatal and

paediatric pathologists will want this book on
their shelves and will refer to it regularly.
Other interested groups will wish to have
access to a copy, perhaps in the departmental
or hospital library; the information will be

complimentary to that typically present in
more clinical works.

S J GOULD
Consultant paediatric pathologist

A Parent's Guide to Cystic Fibrosis. By
Burton L Shapiro and Ralph C Heussner Jr.
(Pp 124; $14-95 hardback.) University of
Minnesota Press, 1991. ISBN 0-8166-1488-1.

It is likely that the knowledge and competence
of parents of children with cystic fibrosis is at
least as important a factor in modifying the
outlook for the patient as the corresponding
knowledge and skills of the clinical consultant.
Books explicitly written for parents need to be
simple, accurate, up to date, attractive, and
informative. The amount of information to
include is a matter of judgment, and the
authors of this little book have successfully
avoided the temptation to show off their
medical knowledge by including too much,
perhaps because neither is a clinician. Dr
Shapiro is a geneticist with a distinguished
record of research in the pathogenesis of cystic
fibrosis and Mr Heussner is a professional
medical writer and editor, and together they
write in an attractive style.
The range of chapters includes genetics,

pathophysiology, clinical features, psycho-
social features ('family life'), and horizons of
research. The book also contains a useful
glossary of technical terms and a good index.
One of the best features is the use of diary
entries drawn from a real family's experiences.
These have been sensitively and carefully
chosen to illustrate important points and
manage to be human without being intrusive
or embarrassing.
The authors, the families who gave them

information, and their medical advisors are all
all to be congratulated on a book which not
only achieves its main objectives but could
also be read profitably by anyone interested in
cystic fibrosis.

JOHN A DODGE
Professor ofchild health
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