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SISTER JOURNALS-FRANCE

Archives Franmaises de Pediatrie
It is difficult not to compare this French journal
with its British equivalent. Both are published
monthly and are the official journals of their
respective national paediatric societies. I com-

pared the April 1991 edition of Archives
Franqaises de Pediatrie with that of the Archives
of Disease in Childhood, which in April came

with a separate quarterly fetal and neonatal
edition (see table).
The editorials in Archives Franqaises de

Pediatrie are named and there are English
keywords and an English translation of their
titles. I was never a linguist and my school
French has not really been kept fresh by reading
Miles Kington or from occasional holidays in
French gites and campsites. However even I can
tell that the editorial 'should we go on with
overbidding on extremely underweight
newborns' has been clumsily translated and
would have been better as 'are we striving too
hard with extremely underweight newborns'.
There are several other examples of poor
translations of titles and summaries of original
articles, which perhaps brings home the need
for highly skilled translators for medical
journals.

The biggest difference between the two
journals is the much greater number of original
articles and clinical reports in the Archives of
Disease in Childhood: three times as many as in
the French journal or fives times as many if
both the standard edition and the fetal and
neonatal edition of Archives of Disease in
Childhood are taken together. It is hard to
understand why this should be so.

The 'other' articles include two radiological
quizzes, two review articles (renal osteo-
dystrophy and paediatric rheumatology), a

statement from the nutritional committee of the
Societe Francaise de Pediatrie (SFP) on

nutritional management in cystic fibrosis, a

record of the roundtable discussions at the
autumn meeting of the SFP (on myoclonic
epilepsy, enuresis, and the maternofetoplacental
unit), and an article on the provision of incu-
bators in developing countries. These are not
dissimilar to the 'other' articles in the Archives
of Disease in Childhood except perhaps for the
emphasis on the activities of the parent national
paediatric society.
There are several advertisements for books

relating to paediatrics in the French journal but
no book reviews to give its readers an informed
assessment of the books on offer.
The Archives Francaises de Pediatrie is much

more parochial than the British equivalent. Of
the 17 editorials, original articles, and 'other'
articles only one is from a country outside
France (and that from Tunisia). Whereas 11 of
the 52 equivalent articles in both the editions of
the Archives of Disease in Childhood are from
abroad (France, Sweden, Italy, Greece, USSR,
Germany, USA, and Finland). Clearly this
parochiality must be largely to do with the
difficulty non-Francophones have writing in
that language. Perhaps with the imminent
opening up of the European Common Market,
European medical journals should be encouraged
to become fully bilingual (that is, national
language plus English). This would allow the
international medical fraternity to enjoy better
access to European medical writing and make it
easier for some European medical journals to
publish articles from countries other than their
own. Highly skilled medical translators will be
in great demand should this ever come about.

DAVID H MELLOR

Comparison ofApril 1991 issues ofArchives Franqaises de Pediatrie and Archives of Disease in Childhood together with its
fetal and neonatal edition

Archives FranCaises de Archives of Disease Archives of Disease in
Pediatrze in Childhood Childhood+fetal and

neonatal edition

Page size (cm) 21x27 21x30 21x30
Pages 74 108 192
Weight (g) 220 350 670
Editorials/annotations 3 3 5
Original articles and clinical reports 7 21 38
Other articles 7 6 9
Letters to the editor 3 8 8
Book and video reviews 0 8 8
Price inland per annum 765Fr -£127
Price overseas per annum 930Fr - £140
Issues per annum 12 12 16
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