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Participation

The average monthly response rate (proportion of
cards returned 90 days after each mailing) was 89%
(range 77% in South East Scotland to 100% in East
Anglia) for the first quarter of 1988, compared with
90% for the previous quarter; 10 regions achieved
90% or more.
The BPSU continues to receive proposals for

inclusion of new surveys. Notes to assist research
workers in the preparation of a submission are
available from the BPSU office. The Medical
Coordinator can be consulted informally on pro-
posed projects by telephone or letter.

Comment

Both the numbers of cases ascertained and the
'queue' of proposals for new surveys are measures of
the usefulness of the BPSU as a research methodol-
ogy. The two retrospective surveys mentioned
above yielded information on cases either not
previously ascertained through an existing, passive
methodology (congenital rubella) or not readily
available through routine national statistics
(rheumatic fever).

Although more studies could clearly be accommo-
dated if the number of reportable conditions were
increased from the existing 12, a survey of respon-
dents' views recently conducted through BPA Re-
gional Representatives suggested (13 out of 16
replies received) that such an increase would be
unwelcome. The BPSU Executive Committee
(formerly the Scientific Advisory Committee) is
seeking ways of resolving this dilemma.

Sir Peter Tizard retired from his position as
Chairman of the BPSU Executive Committee in
September 1988. Sir Peter's wisdom and experience
have guided the development of the Unit from its
earliest days to its current thriving position. He is
succeeded by Professor J D Baum.
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