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clonus has been provoked by its resistance to traditional
anticonvulsant treatment and indeed is a major reason
for the clinical usefulness of the concept of myoclonus.
The discussion of the dancing eye syndrome fails to

ask what relationship exists between the motor regres-
sion that occurs in this and other varieties of myoclonic
status. The statement, 'myoclonus may simulate an
action tremor', is less clinically helpful than that myo-
clonus is a cause of an action tremor. The chapter on
treatment gives deserved place to the benzodiazapine
group of drugs. The writer clearly does not trust his
fellow authors and gives his own classification of myo-
clonic epilepsy and seems in no doubt about the existence
of the Lennox-Gastaut syndrome as a clinical rather than
electroencephalogram finding. Other authors have
wisely left this subject alone. The account of myco-
clonic status is confused, fails to mention the use of
steroids, and suggests that petit mal and infantile spasms
are an integral part of mycolonic status. This chapter
also contains the most extraordinary lists of diseases
which it is said cause myoclonus. It seems to be more
than a list of the many conditions that may cause
epilepsy.

This book is of value to readers with a particular
interest in epilepsy. It is not however, written in a
way which makes it useful to the paediatrician wanting
a straightforward clinical account of the problem.

Photosensitive Epilepsy. Clinics in Developmental
Medicine No. 56. By Peter M. Jeavons and Graham
F. A. Harding. (Pp. viii + 121; illustrated +tables.
£4 50.) London: Spastics Intemational Medical
Publications and Heinemann Medical Books. 1975.
The publication record of the Spastics Society is truly

remarkable. 'Clinics in Developmental Medicine'
provide paediatrics with its most outstanding achieve-
ment in postgraduate education. Photosensitive Epilepsy
concerns all those who have any thing to do with develop-
mental medicine. Peter Jeavons and Graham Harding
here give a clear, up-to-date, and full account of the
whole syndrome. No other volume covers so large a
group of patients. The book will be a welcome addition
to the libraries of those sensible paediatricians who place
a standing order for all 'Clinics in Developmental
Medicine', and thus receive them at an even lower cost
than they would have to pay for this volume.

Both the clinical andelectroencephalographic aspects of
the syndrome are fully discussed and illustrated. The
publishers have had difficulty in doing justice to one or
two of the EEG records reproduced. This is a common
problem, particularly where the overall size of the record
has to be reduced for reproduction.
The book is essentially for clinicians. It does not

deal with laboratory experiments on photosensitive
epilepsy. Papio papio, the photosensitive Senegalese
baboon, is not mentioned, though this creature now
occupies a key position for those studying the basic
mechanisms involved in photosensitive seizures. It is
likely that advances in our understanding and control of
photosensitive epilepsy will emerge from current

laboratory experiments, and some mention of them
would greatly enhance this work. The treatment of the
history of the syndrome is brief and limited. Richard
Caton of Liverpool is not mentioned. This is remark-
able, as EEG workers last year celebrated the centenary
of his first contribution to the subject in the British
Medical Journal. Caton (not Berger) was the first to
report on electrical oscillations in the mammalian brain
and in his first report he explicitly mentioned the effects
of photic stimulation.

This is a down-to-earth approach to a common clinical
problem and, as such, a major contribution to the
literature.

Perinatal Thyroid Physiology and Disease. Kroc
Foundation Symposia Series, Volume 3. Edited by
D. A. Fisher and G. N. Burrow. (Pp. xiii +277;
illustrated +tables. U.S. $20. 95). Amsterdam:
North-Holland.
The proceedings of this symposium come at a time of

increasing interest in perinatal thyroid function and the
21 papers by North American contributors cover several
aspects of thyroid physiology in the mother, fetus, and
newbom. While many of the data have already been
published in specialist joumals, the book provides a very
useful review of the recent literature. Paediatricians
may be particularly interested in Fisher's excellent re-
views of prenatal and perinatal thyroid physiology and
Chopra's discussion of 'reverse Tj' in the fetal circula-
tion. The thoughtful account of congenital Graves's
disease by Hollingsworth will also be of interest to many
clinicians.
The latter part of the book describes experience with

screening tests for congenital hypothyroidism in Pitts-
burgh, Quebec, and Toronto. The results indicate that
plasma thyroxine or TSH assay on cord-blood or
filter-paper samples can lead to a diagnosis of congenital
hypothyroidism before the clinical features of cretinism
appear. As a result, replacement therapy can be started
soon after birth; but it may be several years before we
know whether this leads to a significant improvement in
the prognosis for brain development.

The Intensive Care of the Newly Born. Physio-
logical Principles and Practice. Monographs in
Paediatrics, Vol. 6. By PAUL R. SWYER, with a
contribution by M. ANN LLEWELLYN. (Pp. x+208;
illustrated+tables. U.S. $26 25.) Basle: Karger.
1975.
This monograph, number 6 in the series 'Monographs

in Paediatrics', is undoubtedly a worthwhile addition to
the series. It succeeds rather well in its intention to be a
physiologically directed guide to intensive care of the
seriously ill baby. The author has made a precis of the
literature on basic physiology of the fetus and newbom
and from this has deduced the optimal practical handling
of the clinical problems. In order to cover such a large
subject within a mere 200 pages he has culled from the
literature useful graphs and tables which enable him to
give a lot of information in shorthand. Chapters on
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basic subjects such as the cardiopulmonary system,
surfactant systems, energy metabolism, acid base
balance, water and electrolyte balance, are followed by
practical instructions on problems in the newbom such
as babies with asphyxia, respiratory distress, infection,
and metabolic disorders. There is even a chapter on
organization of services. I found it more useful for the
up-to-date review of basic physiology and for the well
chosen references than for the practical instructions,
which, probably because they are so succinct are un-
balanced. For instance, most would agree that in
dealing with a seriously asphyxiated baby the first thing
to do is to ensure clear airways; not many would agree
that the next thing to do is to take his rectal temperature
ensuring that the probe is inserted more than 5 cm! I
also found it charming that a short work like this should
require a foreword, a preface, a prologue and an epilogue.
Fortunately each is short and to the point. I recommend
this monograph to all who are involved with neonatal
intensive care; to all of us who require a guide reference
to up-to-date papers, graphs, and tables as a background
to teaching it is a 'must'.

Human Malformations. British Medical Bulletin,
Volume 32, No. 1. Edited by C. L. BERRY. (Pp. 98;
tables. £3 00). London: The British Council.
1976.
The clinician reading most numbers of the British

Medical Bulletin is apt to feel a mixture of admiration
and disappointment. The admiration is for the distinc-
tion of the contributors and their erudition. The
disappointment is that the bringing together of basic
scientists and scientifically inclined clinicians rarely
seems to produce the hoped for synthesis which would
give a coherent account of the present state of the whole
subject under discussion. Too frequently the clinicians
seem to be writing for their clinical colleagues an account
of something which they could more readily find else-
where, and the basic scientists seem to be talking to
themselves. The somewhat austere layout of the
articles with few illustrations makes the volume heavy
going.
Much of this applies to the recent number on Human

Malformations, and though there is a good deal of meat
in it, and it will certainly be of great value to the research
worker in this field, the average paediatrician would
certainly find it difficult and at times confusing. The
articles on prenatal diagnosis, and on the genetics of
common single malformations are of interest to him but
the information is available elsewhere. Professor
R. W. Smithells gives an extremely useful account of
present information on environmental teratogens, and
Dr. P. M. Dunn gives an interesting account of con-
genital postural deformities. However, the more 'basic'
articles on aetiology and pathogenesis, where the clini-
cian might hope to be brought up to date with the latest
developments are generally arcane and difficult and it
will be a strong-mind paediatrician who gets to the
end of them after a busy day's work.

New Chromosomal and Malformation Syndromes.
Birth Defects Original Articles Series, Vol. XI, No. 5.
Edited by DANIEL BERGSMA. (Pp. 361; illustrated.
U.S. $16-95). New York: Stratton Intercontinental
Medical Book. 1975.
The contents of this books are well described by its

title. Apart from seven short general papers it is
entirely made up of case reports of exceedingly rare
syndromes which were presented at the 1974 Birth
Defects Conference, all the contributors being from the
U.S.A. In the first section 22 new familial syndromes
are described for the first time, ranging from the in-
nocuous 'Leukonychia totalis, multiple sebaceous cysts,
and renal calculi' to 'Lethal faciocardiomelic dysplasia'.
Although some discussion among participants is

reported it would be helpful ifmore detailed comparisons
were drawn between the new syndrome and previously
described, similar conditions. The two general papers
in this section are a study of malformations in the off-
spring of a sample of women taking anticonvulsants
and some useful tables on hand measurements and the
intemipple distance in normal and abnormal children
between birth and puberty.

In the chromosome section the general papers outline
possible advances in cytogenetic techniques while the
case reports describe children with 14 different chromo-
somal abnormalities. Most of these are partial trisomies
and deletions that have become identifiable as banding
techniques develop. Several reports include compari-
sons of the findings in a number of individuals with the
same anomaly.
The final section consists of single case reports and

selected abstracts. It includes 47 more syndrome case
reports, usually of single cases, 15 further chromosomal
abnormalities and a scattering of counselling orientated
abstracts. In all, this is a book for the rare syndrome
specialist and for those concemed with unravelling the
fundamental patterns that must underlie the chromo-
somal syndromes.

Congenital Disorders of Erythropoiesis. Ciba
Foundation Symposium 37. Edited by RUTH
PORTER and DAVID FITZSIMONS. (Pp. 408; illustrated
+tables. U.S. $27.50.) Amsterdam:ExcerptaMe-
dica. 1976.
This Ciba Foundation Symposium is a refreshing

reminder that there are interesting blood diseases in
childhood besides leukaemia. A group of authoritative
and active workers in the field contribute a series of
well-documented texts followed by 'workshop' type
discussions under the chairmanship of Professor D. J.
Weatherall. Topics range from molecular, submicro-
scopic, cytogenetic, and cell kinetic aspects to current,
unresolved problems in clinical management of Dia-
mond-Blackfan anaemia, Fanconi anaemia, dyserythro-
poietic anaemias, and thalassaemias. The discussions
on the role of androgens in aplastic anaemia, chelating
agents in reducing toxicity from chronic iron overload,
the future role of marrow transplantation in some of
these disorders, the ethics of antenatal diagnosis, and
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