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Assessment of Skeletal Maturity and Prediction of
Adult Height (TW2 Method). By J. M. TANNER,
R. H. WHITEHOUSE, W. A. MARSHALL, M. J. R.
HEALEY, and H. GOLDSTEIN. (Pp. 99; illustrated +
tables. C9 * 00.) London: Academic Press. 1976.
Paediatricians may be glad to have their attention

drawn to this book. The following is an extract from
the preface.

'In 1962 Tanner, Whitehouse, and Healey produced a
new method for assessing skeletal maturity (TW1),
believed to be more flexible and deriving from a more
solid mathematical base. In it each bone of the hand
and wrist was classified separately into one of eight or
nine stages, to which scores were assigned. These
scores were summed to give the skeletal maturity. The
present system (TW2) is a revised version of this and
supersedes it.'

Pediatric Nephrology. Edited by MITCHELL I.
RUBIN and T. MARTIN BARRATT. (Pp. xvi + 927;
illustrated + tables. U.S. $50 00.) Baltimore:
Williams and Wilkins. 1975.
Pediatric Nephrology is intended primarily for those

with responsibility for the care of children with renal
and urinary tract disorders. It is a comprehensive
volume covering a wide range of topics including
anatomy, physiology, and cellular metabolism, con-
genital maldevelopment, hereditary disorders, all
aspects of glomerulonephritis, urinary tract infection,
tubular dysfunction, and acute and chronic renal failure.
Each chapter concludes with a useful and often exten-
sive bibliography.

Many of the 51 collaborators, doubtless chosen for
their original contributions to new knowledge, have
been permitted to ride their hobby horses, and the result
is a somewhat unbalanced book with much repetition.
Some chapters are outstanding, that on clinical assess-
ment of renal function being a model of careful construc-
tion and editorial pruning resulting in brevity without
loss of detail, and affording an abundance of practical
advice on the usefulness and limitations of the available
methods. Others, however, have achieved such depth
only at the price of indigestibility, and would have
benefited from greater use of tables and illustrations.
The book suffers from a series of planning aberra-

tions. For instance, the sequence of chapters on
the many aspects of glomerulonephritis is interrupted by
several unrelated topics, including acute and chronic
renal failure, which are consequently separated from
the chapters on dialysis and transplantation at the end of
the book. The chapter on classification of glomerular
nephropathies, which tabulates the immense amount of
material studied by Dr. Renee Habib, is disappointingly
brief, placed inappropriately near the end of the section
on glomerulonephritis, and has no illustrations. These,
surprisingly, appear in the chapter on immunopathology,
and progress from gross disease towards minimal changes
rather than the reverse.

Although the content is generally of high quality, the
book is not an unqualified success and would benefit
from pruning and rearranging in a future edition. Its
high price is likely to deny it a big market in this country,
but it should nevertheless prove a useful reference
volume for most paediatric departmental libraries, and
at present has no rival.
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