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The Mentally Retarded Child. Essays based on a study of
the higher nervous functioning of child-oligophrenics.
Edited by A. R. LURIA. Translated from the Russian
by W. P. Robinson. English translation edited by
Brian Kirman. (Pp. viii + 207; 31 figures + 1 table.
50s.) Oxford: Pergamon Press. 1963.
This is a most interesting and stimulating book, and

no one must be put off by the grossly misleading state-
ments at the start as to how mentally retarded children
are appraised and selected for special education in this
country. A glance at the authors' index suggests little
or no access to what is being written here on this topic,
and will confirm that the author reports what he has been
told. His erroneous impressions do not affect the sub-
stance of his own book.

This describes what he does, and is put down simply
and clearly. Perhaps in places it is more than a little
pedantic, savouring of lectures to students. Seeing most
of us know so very little about mental retardation this is
all to the good. Only occasionally does the translation
really limp .. . for example '. . . she was distinguished by
superfluous ability and motor restlessness'; this account
of a retarded and brain-injured girl, goes on to describe
her proneness to distraction. (After all, superfluous
means running over, and it is only by long usage that we
translate it as excess-more than is needed.) As with all
translations, however, there is a certain dogged wooden-
ness in style; but by and large the book is quickly and
easily read.
The central thesis concerns the assessment of the real

nature of mental retardation by means of a study of
conditioned reflexes, linked with neurophysio'ogy and
the electroencephalogram. The concept of emotional
instability, and the idea that there is a phase during the
preschool age of natural negativism and difficulty, emo-
tionally rather than physically determined, obviously
does not enter the author's concept. In the field of
mental retardation, he may be nearer the truth than we
are, and at least he produces experimental evidence (not
as well documented as one would like) to uphold his view
that mental retardation is not a state of 'inferior ability
by nature', but is due to 'a residual condition following
diffuse damage to the central nervous system in the early
stages of intra-uterine development, or in the early period
of life'.
He excludes from this definition the deaf, the blind and

the grossly cerebrally palsied, but rather oddly includes

the hydrocephalic child, as if he saw more minimal cases
of this disorder producing oligophrenia than we do in
this country.
He distinguishes, on the basis of response to condi-

tioned reflex experiments, and on the electroencephalo-
gram, between the three basic clinical groups of oligo-
phrenics. There are those in whom there exists a
reasonable balance between excitatory and inhibitory
processes and in whom learning follows a normal pattern
but does so more slowly than in normal children of the
same age. There are also those in whom excitatory
processes predominate, with the spill-over of activity and
lack of concentration; and those inert and inhibited
children who fail to learn and retreat into inhibition as
tasks create their demand.
He brings evidence to bear on this problem, which

suggests that this differentiation can be accounted for on
a basis of neurophysiology. The role of speech has a
very interesting chapter to itself, and the author sees
language and communication (in either direction) as the
means whereby learning is established. 'Language is not
only a means of communication; it is an instrument for
thinking.' Not only does the mentally retarded child
fail in discrimination, and in conceptual thinking, but his
whole education needs to be geared to a recognition of
these dynamic factors.
Ho found (as did the Clarkes) that such children can

learn, but they need longer and they need greater re-
inforcement-in the conditioned reflex sense-for the
learning patterns to become securely established. Even
then they will be less readily available for adaptation as
need may arise. He speaks of this book as dedicated to
this task of clarification of the problem: most of us will
agree that this is a much-needed task and that the book
makes a real contribution.

Mentally Retarded Children and Their Education. By
ELMER W. WEBER. (PP. xiii 4 338; 1 figure. $10.75.)
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1963.
This attractively presented book is comprehensive in

its scope and is designed to be easily understood by
anyone interested in retarded children.

Reminiscent of the Christmas Annuals of our youth,
there is something in it for everybody and more in it than
most readers would want at one time. It is difficult to
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imagine the reader who could understand a description
of the psychoneuroses and who would at the same time
need to have words like remiss, senile and nervous defined
in a glossary.
There is material in this volume for half a dozen books.

Perhaps it would have been better had some of them been
written in full instead of being compressed into the 338
pages of the present work.
One gains the impression that the American public

may be only newly conscious of the extent and com-
plexity of the social and educational problems posed by
this group of children, and that Dr. Weber is anxious to
remedy a real lack of knowledge by offering this mass of
information in its most assimilable form. The book
might, therefore, be more acceptable in America than in
Britain where we have considerable experience of dealing
with the problem.
Of particular interest is the part of the book that deals

with the importance of helping parents to understand
and to come to terms with the nature and extent of their
children's handicap. This aspect of the work has re-
ceived insufficient attention in this country, and the
various disciplines concerned with the treatment of
handicapped children could learn a great deal from Dr.
Weber in this respect.
The material in the book is arranged clearly and is

expressed lucidly. It has, however, little of importance
to add to the standard works on this subject already
available to the serious student.

Practcal Neurology. By W. B. MATTHEWS. (Pp. vii 4+
256. 27s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions. 1963.
Although Dr. Matthews disclaims any special qualifi-

cations to write with authority on the neurology of
infancy, there are very few physicians, including paedia-
tricians, who will not benefit from reading this very good
and original book.

It must have been a difficult book to achieve and much
hard work lies behind the final elegant and absorbing
result. The author has not set out to write a textbook
but to put into a logical and practical sequence his own
experience for the benefit of his readers, and he has
specially in mind those members of the profession who-
'seem to imagine that the neurologist spends most of his
time being baffled by his inability to cure Disseminated
Sclerosis, or in carving out some new hereditary palsy to
bear his name'. For this attitude of mind he puts part
of the blame on neurologists themselves.
The chapters are arranged under the heading ofcommon

symptoms and begin with headache, the commonest of
all. Such frequent problems as epilepsy, giddiness, pain
in the leg, follow. In all there are 16 chapters, each
devoted to a problem as it presents itself to the doctor.
They are all admirably and helpfully dealt with, in a clear
style, which makes for easy reading, and illustrated by
occasional brief and to-the-point histories of patients
under the author's care. With regard to treatment, the
author again records his own views and experience, often
expressed with a degree of dry but tolerant scepticism.

No one who reads this book can fail to enjoy it and
there will be few who will not find in it something of use.
It can certainly be recommended without reserve to the
general practitioner and to the general or specialist
physician. The final year medical student or house
officer, too, will find it helpful, but it probably assumes a
little too much basic knowledge to be given to the medical
student at the start of his clinical career, as an introduc-
tion to the subject.
The printing and production are very good and the

price very modest.

La Locomotion de la Vie Foetale a la Vie Post-natale.
Riflectivit&R6activitO des Sens a la Psychomotilit6.
By ANDRE-THOMAS and S. AUTGAERDEN. (Pp. vi +
164; 28 plates + 3 figures. 36NF.) Paris: Masson
et Cie. 1963.
This is a paper-back book which describes the neuro-

logical examination of the newborn and young baby.
The authors make no claim that the book contains new
material not previously included in their earlier books,
but they do add new variations and interpretations of the
tests previously described. The text is very fully illus-
trated, but unfortunately most of the photographs are of
poor quality, and suggest that they have been taken from
cinematographic films. There are 40 references, 20 to
the work of Andre-Thomas, 12 to other French workers,
two to Italian papers, one to a Spanish paper and five to
German papers.
The extremely valuable painstaking research of Andre-

Thomas and his school is well known in this country.
This little book makes a useful addition to the library of
all those who are interested (as all paediatricians should
be) in the development of the infant.

Die Psychodiagnostik des Organisch Hirngeschadigten
Kindes. By CHR. WUNDERLICH. (Pp. xii + 131; 10
figures + 18 tables. DM.32.) Stuttgart: Ferdinand
Enke. 1963.
This monograph is issued as a supplement to the

Archiv fur Kinderheilkunde and deals with the psycho-
logical evaluation of the brain-damaged child. Unfor-
tunately aetiological factors are not taken into consider-
ation, and tests currently in use are only cursorily
reviewed.
The main object of the work is to compare the

Rorschach test performance of 120 children with varying
degrees of brain damage and a like control group matched
for age and sex. This is well done, and the author is to
be commended on the objectivity of his approach. He
reaches the conclusion that the Rorschach test is well
suited to determine the degree of personality change and
that this is very helpful in the psychological assessment
of these children. It should not, however, be used as a
means of differentiation between one type of brain damage
and another. Comparison with normal children also
demonstrates clearly that the organically determined
'structural' and 'gestalt' personality changes cannot be
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