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to water and electrolytes. Similarly in treatment, nearly
as much space is given to general treatnent of the con-
dition as is given to the correction of the water-electrolyte
disturbances. The final chapters are on techniques of
blood taking and fluid administration.

This method of presentation has advantages if it is
desired to look up the treatment of one condition, but
it does entail much repetition. All through this book
the emphasis is on the practical clinical aspects, and one
can almost hear the author's sigh of relief as he turns
from the theoretical section to the clinical sections.
For a book of this size, there is very little to take

exception to, and these few criticisms are only of minor
points.
DeutscheNa. By C. COERPER, W. HAGEN
and H. THOMAE. (Pp. xii÷545; 175 tables. DM. 33.-)
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag. 1954.
This book contains the first results of a longitudinal

study of the development of children in post-war
Germany. Centres in Frankfurt, Nuremburg, Stuttgart,
Bonn, Remscheid and Grevenbroich have combined to
collect and collate a vast amount of clinical material
which this book presents and analyses. Less attention is
paid to physical than to mental and psychological
development and the thoroughness with which the data
are worked out is admirable.

It is interesting to know that longitudinal studies, like
those at present being undertaken in this country by the
Child Study Centre, are bearing their fruits in other
countries, and we can look forward to similar reports
from these German trials in the future. Much of the
present book is concerned with the methods employed
in the study, and the authors will be able to contract
subsequent monographs by omission of much of this
section of the present book; this will reduce size without
detracting from merit.
Thieme have maintained their expected standard of

production.
Deprived Children-The Merstham Experiment. A Social
and Clinical Study. By HnDA LIEwIs; foreword by
Sir Arthur Ellis and Dr. C. P. Blacker. (Pp. xvii+ 163.
9s. 6d.) Published for Nuffield Foundation by Oxford
University Press (London: Geoffrey Cumberlege).
1954.
Who does not sometimes envy his house physician on

the grounds that H.P.s spend all their time doing 'real'
medicine, unlike ourselves who spend so much time
dealing with housing authorities, food officers, regional
boards, enthusiastic but ill-informed laymen all too
willing to help, headmasters all too unwilling to take
deserving children? All very different from our vague
memory of a clinical Garden of Eden without serpentine
social problems.

Dr. Lewis's book is very relevant to what the house
officer of today knows to be 'real' medicine and to the
common worries about the best management of children.
It deals with the Merstham experimental reception centre
for deserted, maladjusted, homeless, neglected children.
Five hundred children were admitted there between 1947
and 1950, and their family background studies and their

physical and mental health observed, so that the most
suitable homes or schools could be chosen. The Curtis
Committee suggested that all children received into
care by a public authority should go to such a centre.
In practice most of them are in public care because of
temporary illness of a parent, but at least a third need the
careful placing that only well-staffed and well-run
placement centres can give.
The book tells of children who had repeatedly been

returned to the authority from successive foster homes,
more disturbed each time, and it was partly to avoid such
mal-placements that the Merstham Centre was started.
Dr. Lewis has clearly established the value of such
centres.

Dr. Lewis's follow-up studies also contribute to our
knowledge of the causes of behaviour disorders, for she
confirms that in general parental rejection tends to lead
to unsocialized, aggressive behaviour, while neglect leads
to socialized delinquency and constraint tends to produce
neurotic behaviour.

All children's doctors should read at least the summary
of Chapter 5 and the whole of Chapter 6 (General
Reflections), and they should get their lady almoners to
read these too. When can a child's needs be assessed
without admission? When is a residential school a
preferable placement to a foster home? These and other
questions are discussed in a way that will help us to deal
with these problems of present paediatrics and help us
to understand how the child's officer and other agencies
are trying to help deprived children.

Elements of Pediatric Anesthesia. By C. R. STEPHEN.
(Pp. xv+ 109; 25 figures. 25s.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications; Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1954.
This monograph on paediatric anaesthesia is the

latest in the series ofAmerican lectures in anaesthesiology.
The views expressed are sound and the practising
anaesthetist who does not encounter children very often
in his daily work will obtain a great deal of practical
help.
The main theme is safety, which is well illustrated by

the recommended technique of open ether for broncho-
graphy and bronchoscopy. Although this technique
does not avoid the explosion hazard, in the hands of the
average doctor this is a calculated risk and is probably
less than the dangers associated with other techniques.
As well as covering most aspects of paediatric

anaesthesia, there are sections on blood transfusion,
oxygen therapy and asphyxia of the newborn, all of which
are concise and factual. If there is a need in this country
for a handbook on paediatric anaesthesia, this one
fulfils the purpose adequately.

La Coqueluhe. By J. MARIE, G. SEE and E. ELuAcHAR.
(Pp. 292; 47 figures. Fr. frs. 2,000.-) Paris: Expan-
sion Scientifique FranDaise. 1954.

LeS MnutgoEu ts Lymphocytaires cbez L'Enfant
By A. GAuTiER. (Pp. 172. Fr. frs. 1,200.-) Paris:
Expansion Scientifique Frangaise. 1954.
The difference in price between these two volumes must
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be accounted for by the fact that the monograph on
whooping cough is elegantly produced and bound, while
that on meningo-encephalitis is a utilitarian production
with a paper cover. Apart from this the two mono-
graphs Are remarkably similar in approach to their
subjects of whooping cough and benign lymphocytic
meningitis respectively, and both contain introductions
by that indefatigable writer of prefaces, Professor
Robert Debr.
The main interest in the consideration of whooping

cough at the moment tums on prevention and treatment,
and in the book under revew the dfficultes of efficient
vaccine preparation are disussed, and there is an infor-
mative section on the pros and cons of immunization in
the neonatal period, together with some substantiation
of the hypothesis that the newborn infant is serologicaly
immature. Compared with the pactice of other
countries the authors recommend later vaccination both
for whooping cough and with combined prophylatic
The section on the treatment of established whooping
cough is as indeterminate as the treatment of the con-
dition itself, and indeed cannot well be otherwise.
Les Mentgo-enciphawites Lymnphocytaires chez rEf

is a praiseworthy attempt to bring together the vast mass
of data concerning what in this country is called benign
lymphocytic meingitis or aseptic meningitis, yet the
subject is wider than this in that the leptospiroses are con-
sidered; in fact almost every non-bacteril condition
affecting the central nervous system is considered. The
author concludes rather sadly that although a great deal of
progress has been made in the differentiation ofthe various
diseass during the last 30 years, a great deal remains
still unknown of the mecanism whereby the diseases are
brought about; and further, he indicates how much our
diagnostic skill is in advance of our ability to treat what
we can diagnose.

Atlas of Cogamital Cardiac Disease. By MAUDE-
ABBoTo. (Pp. 62; illustrated. $5.00.) New York:
The American Heart Association. 1936.
This is a facsimik reproductio of a book so famous

that to review it would be an impertinence. The
American Heart Association has r ered a service to
the study of congenital heart disease by making available
a work ofrefere which has long been out of print.

lThe Year Book of Peiitrks, 1954-55. Edited by
SIDNEY S. GIELJs. (Pp. 431; 112 figures. 45s.)
Chicago: The Year Book Publishers, Inc.,
Distribd in the U.K. by Interien Publisers Ltd.,
London. 1954.
This year book follows the usual lay-out and contains

abstracts of some 330 of the more-and less-important
papers dealing with problems of child health and disease
published during the 12-months period under review.
Many of the abstracted papers are followed by ex cathedra
pronouncements by other workers in the same field.

This is a quite excellent book for those not in touch
with paediatric literature to discover what has been going
on during the previous 12 months, and a welcome

improvement is to be found in the inreased number of
non-American papers abstracted, the book assuming
thereby a far kss parochial apparance. production,
printing and binding maintain the usual high standards
and, for the wealth of information contained, the book
is very good value for the money.

Growth and Developi t of Chihre.. Second edition.
By ERNEsr H. WAtsoN and GEORGE H. LowarY.
(Pp. 296; 70 figures. 53s.; $7.00.) Chicago: The
Yearbook Publishes Inc. (Distributed in U.K. by
Interscience Publishers Ltd., London.) 1954.
The fact that this book has been reprinted and has now

gone into a second edition within thre ears of the
pubLation of the first is proof that it is appeciated by
those for whom it is primaril intended, viz., students and
those working for paediatric eanions. The reasons
for this are obvious, since the authors write clearly,
summarize much recent American data, and modestly
refrain from introducingmore than a minimum oforiginal
ideas or controversial dicussion. In fact, almost all the
numraous tables and diagrams are derived from orthodox
sources and the references demand no knowledge of any
languae but English; there are very few which require
access to other than the Anmeican literature, or suggt
the historical background from which this work has
stemmed. It is perhaps this parochialism which will
make the book unsatising to the more critical reader.
The section on 'behavioral development', for instance
contains no reference to the work of Isaacs, Klein, the
Freuds and the Viennese schooL The book can be
recommended as a useful if somewhat pedestran sum-
mary of current American work, but not as a balanced
introduuction to the subject as a whole.

etca Medica: lum Symposium Internationale
Geneticae Medicae, September 6-7, 1953. A collection
of monographs edited by Luic GEDDA. (Pp. xxvii+
468; 168 figures. Lira 5,000.) Rome: Edizkoi del'
Istituto Gregorio Mendel. 1954.
Somewhat belatedly, this book records the papers

contributeu to the First International Symposum of
Medical Genetics, held in Rome in September, 1953.
The occasion was the official inauguration in that city
of the splendid new Gregor Mendel Institute for the study
of medical genetics and twins. The papers are written
in Italian, French, German and English and give a good
cross-sectional view of the develomnent of medical
genetics in Europe. England is represented by a paper
by Dr. P. L. Mollison on 'Haemolytic Disease of the
Newborn'. Other papers of paediatric interest are those
on skeletal abnormalities, juvenile diabetes, sickk-cell
anaeniia and poliomyelitis. In addition, there are
included translations of an authoritative address by
Pope Pius XII on the problms involved in eugenics and
genetic counselling which will be helpful to any physiciaan
who may be consulted by Roman Catholic patients who
run a risk of having cally determined abnormalities
in their children.

copyright.
 on M

ay 19, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://adc.bm
j.com

/
A

rch D
is C

hild: first published as 10.1136/adc.30.150.201-d on 1 A
pril 1955. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://adc.bmj.com/

