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one area at a time and finish the campaign in that area,
before moving on to the next. PubLicity was otherwise
too much in advance of the actual work and enthusiasm
waned before vaccinations were done.
The latter part of the report deals with the campaign

in different countries, and the whole volume is a reference
book rather than a text book.

Thbe Comere cm EAopem B.C.G. r
S_pteeD,1949. The International Tuberculosis
Campaign, Copenhagen. London: Wm. Heinenann
Medical Books Ltd. 1951. Pp. 333. Price 7s. 6d.
This is a report of the Conference held in Copenhagen

in 1949 to review critically expeience gained from mass
vaccination campaigns m vanous countries.

It is full of useful information for anyone engaged on
B.C.G. vaccination. Particlarly valuable are the three
sectin by Ustvedt on the technique of tuberculin
testing, local reactions to B.C.G., and tuberculous
disease in vaccinated persons.

Growth awd Develpmmt of CbiIdrm By E. H. WATSON
and G. H. LowREY. 1951. Chicago: The Year Book
Publishers, Inc. 54 text figures. Pp. 260. Price $5.75.
The book presents an outline of the growth and

development of the normal chikl The chapters include
discussions on heredity, prenatal and postnatal environ-
ment, foetal growth and behaviour, foetal nutrition,
normal physical measurements, including the use of the
Wetzel grid, Fels composite sheet and other nethods of
assessing physical status, the development of organs, such
as the heart, bone development, energy metabolismn,
nutrition and behavioural development. The authors
have only attempted an outline of the subjects discussed,
but supply useful references for further reading. There
are many tables which will be of value to all concerned
with child care.
The book is for the most part factually accurate and

up to date. It pays much more attention to physical
than to behavioural development. The development of
behaviour is very sketchily covered, with a table of
milestones for 4, 16, 28, 40 and 52 weeks; 15, 18, 24, 36,
48 and 60 months, with an insufficient definition of what
is meant by the milestones mentioned. The book is
essentially a presentation of facts, but there is not
enough about their clinical application, about the normal
variations which occur (except in the section on weight
and height), and about the various factors which always
have to be considered in the assessment of an individual
child. The book would not help one much to decide
whether an individual child is normal or not, but it does
give a useful sumnary of facts which all concerned with
children should know about their growth and develop-
mnent.

The 1951 Year Book of Pediatics (July 1950-Jme 1951).
Edited by H. G. PONCHER in collaboration with
J. B. RicHMoND and I. A. ABT. 1951. Chkiago: The
Year Book Publishers Inc. Illustrated. Pp. 441.
Price $5.00 or 40s.
This annual is as convenient in size and as attractively

produced as ever, and is an admirable guide to current
paediatric thought and practice.

The subect matter consists of clear and objective
summaries of those papers published during the previous
12 months which the editors thought worthy of
abstracting. It is obvious that their problem has been
not so much what to include as what to leave out,
and the individual reader must judge for himself how
successful they have been. The abstracted papers are
grouped together into suitable chapters, to each of which
there are a few mtroductory editorial paragraphs
designed to summar or reorientate the year's publi-
cations. As in previous years, there is a sprinkling of
editorial comments throughout, which the reviewer
sometimes found irritating and often better omitted.

It is unfortunate, now that paediatric publications
in Europe and elsewhere are getting back to their pre-
war state, that more space is not given to them. Only
about one-sixth of the volume deals with papers
published outside the United States, and it is fair to
suggest that in future the title might be changed to the
'Year Book of American Pediatrics '.

Diseases ofIfacy awd Childbood. By WILFRID SHELDON.
1951. London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 6th edit.
Illustrated. Pp. 812. Price 40s.
We welcome the sixth edition of this well known book.

Like most of us, it has grown somewhat stouter with the
years, but it is still portable, readable and reliable. The
first edition was published in 1936, and was thus written
in a different therapeutic era. The development of
antibacterial substances for systemic administration has
been associated with changes in the incidence, symptoms,
signs, treatment, and prognosis -of disease, and the author
has re-written and re-edited his own work with these
changes in mind. There have been other developments
in paediatrics in the same period, and descriptions of
several are included for the first time. Four vivid colour
plates also enhance the attractions of this new edition.

PedriC Alergy. By R. CHOBOT. 1951. London:
McGraw Hill Publishing Company. 1st edit. Pp. 284.
Price 38s. 6d.
It is difficult not to be influenced by the prejudice

aroused against a book by consistently bad grammar and
a phraseology so loose that the meaning is often uncertain.
Many American authors use words and expressions
differently from English writers, often to advantage, and
just occasionally the author of this book uses a phrase
which is pithy and direct. Unfortunately most of the
book is written in a style which suggests that it has been
dictated in a hurry and never corrected, with references
to other papers inserted with little regard for their
critical value. An occasional misprint is to be expected,
and there is a curious error on the first page of this book
which would seem to be a misprint but which, such is
the author's use of words, may even be intentional.
The book is well set out in that the various problems

of allergy in childhood are given reasonable space and the
theory, pathology, diagnostic procedures, treatment and
particular diseases receive adequate consideration. The
chapter on diagnostic procedures is fairly clear and
useful, but the removal of 25 ml. of blood from children
under the age of 3 years does not recommend itself as
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208 ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD
a method of choice in diagnosis. There is much elsewhere
that would be of interest if the writing were more critical
and if such surprising statements were not made so
blandly and so often. The description of the pathology
involves inflammation as an essential part of allergy, and
such conditions as eosinophil granuloma and migraine
are unquestioningly accepted as entirely allergic. The
removal of septic foci by tonsillectomy and so on is
strongly recommended for the cure of all sorts of allergic
conditions, and an appendix of case histories, all with
happy endings, helps to underline the value of this.
The loose writing and confused thinking manifested

throughout so much of the book make it difficult to know
when the author's opinion is of value, and consequently
it is difficult to recommend the book for general reference
or reading.

La TablSsmia. By G. AsTALDI, P. TOLENnNO and C.
SACCHETTI. 1951. Pavia: Biblioteca Haemato-
logica. 69 text figures. Pp. 229. With English
summary. Price Lira 2,500.
The monograph is divided into two sections. The

first devotes chapters to the genetics of thalassaemia,
the symptomatology and radiological findings, the
peripheral blood picture, the bone marrow, morbid
anatomy, the clinical and pathological forms of the
disease in detail, and diagnosis, prognosis and treatment.
The second section reports the researches of the authors,
and details their experiments. Each chapter is profusely
and well illustrated by photomicrographs and line
graphs.
Throughout their treatise the authors divide the

disease into three definite forms: major, occurring in
the offspring of two affected parents, and synonymous
with Cooley's anaemia: minor (or Rietti's disease)
where the affected person is heterozygous yet shows the
disease clinically; and minima, where the heterozygous
individual has no clinical manifestation though the
haematological picture is that of the minor form in a
lesser degree. Stress is laid on the diagnostic facies seen
in the major form. Their experimental work points
to some factor closely connected with the biology of the
erythron as the abnormality, this factor being intrinsic
and producing increased red cell fragmentation. Lysis
and phagocytosis are of minor importance, the plasma
shows no abnormality, and the splenomegaly is entirely
mechanical, resultant upon cell debris storage.
The references are numerous and cover the world

literature, while the only criticism to be offered is that
the reader is often lost in the wealth of detail offered.

Psychiatrie Sociale de l Enfant. Edited by C.
HOERSPERNIK. 1951. Paris: Le Centre International
de l Enfance. 11 text figures. Pp. 535. Price Fr.
Fr. 2,500.
This is a nearlv complete collection of the lectures

given at a course in the social psychiatry of the child
organized by the International Children's Centre and
held in Paris and London from October 15 to December
15, 1950. Some 54 lecturers contribute 64 lectures,
which should be read in the original by those interested
in the subject.

Great Ormond Street Journal
Tqh, Archives is at the moment the only paediatric

periodical in Great Britain, and with the increasing
interest in paediatrics in general there must therefore
surely be much work of great interest which at present
does not get published. At Great Ormond Street, for
example, the home of English paediatrics, a wide range
of clinical and pathological investigations is constantly
being undertaken and the results, both success and
failures, should be made available to other workers.

It is fitting that the first extra journal to be published
should come from Great Ormond Street. The Board of
Management is to be congratulated on this courageous
venture: all will wish it well.
The Journal is published by H. K. Lewis and Co.,

and costs 7s 6d. The appearance of future issues will
be at approximately six-monthly intervals, but obviously
in any ' Proceedings such as these, the exact interval
must vary.

In commending the journal to readers of the Archives,
we wish it long life and success. It will be a worthy
addition to lie beside the Archives in departmental
libraries and will prove of value and interest to all
paediatricians.

International PFediatric Association
Frofessor G. Fanconi, secretary-general, has circulated

the first annual report of this Association. Up to
December, 1951, 26 member-associations had been
accepted. A conference on abstracting was held in
Zurich in October, 1951, and details of the recommenda-
tions were published in Helvetica Paediatrica Acta, 6, 5.
The World Health Organization has recognized the
I.P.A. as a 'non-governmental organization' in official
relationship with W.H.O. and has consulted the I.P.A.
on various topics. For example, an approach has been
made regarding a study on under- and pos.-graduate
education in paediatrics in European countries. Arrange-
ments for the Seventh International Congress of
Paediatrics (Cuba, Cctober, 1953) are being discussed
by the Executive Board, and it is hoped that some
financial assistance may be available to help younger
paediatricians to go to the congress.

Thirteenth British Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
This will be held on July 8-11, 1952, in the University

of Leeds.
The morning of Wednesday, July 9, is being reserved

for a discussion on ' The Place of the Paediatrician
in a Maternity Unit'. The opening speakers will be
Prof. W. Gaisford and Mr. F. Stosler. The Committee
would welcome the attendance of paediatricians in
order to join in the discussion after the two opening
speakers. Will those who might be interested to attend
on this morning of the Congress please get in touch
with the Secretary, the 13th British Congress of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, the Hospital for Women.
Coventry Place, Leeds, 2, and state whether they are
prepared to speak?
Those who wish to attend the Congress only for this

day will not be charged a fee. Those who wish to attend
the full Congress will be charged the full registration fee.

copyright.
 on M

ay 19, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://adc.bm
j.com

/
A

rch D
is C

hild: first published as 10.1136/adc.27.132.207-d on 1 A
pril 1952. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://adc.bmj.com/

