





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 99, Issue 7 
	Question 2: Is a lumbar puncture necessary in an afebrile newborn infant with localised skin and soft tissue infection?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Archimedes


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Question 2: Is a lumbar puncture necessary in an afebrile newborn infant with localised skin and soft tissue infection?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Rosa Nguyen1, 
	Ramachandra Bhat1, 
	Getachew Teshome2

	
1Department of Pediatrics, University of Maryland, USA

	
2Pediatric Emergency Medicine, University of Maryland, USA


	Correspondence to
 Dr Rosa Nguyen, Department of Pediatrics, University of Maryland, 22 S Greene Street, N5W70, Baltimore, MD 21201, USA; rosi.nguyen{at}gmail.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/archdischild-2014-306111

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	General Paediatrics
	Comm Child Health
	Evidence Based Medicine


Scenario

A 3-week-old previously healthy full-term infant with uncomplicated perinatal course presents to the emergency room with a large perineal abscess. At home, the infant has been afebrile and otherwise well appearing. On physical examination, a 3×3 cm indurated, tender, nodular lesion with central fluctuation and surrounding erythema was noted in the right perineal region, consistent with a right perianal abscess. Initial sepsis evaluation included basic inflammatory markers and blood and urine cultures. Pus was manually expressed and sent for bacterial culture. Intravenous antibiotic treatment was initiated. The resident taking care of the baby wonders if a lumbar puncture (LP) should be performed as part of the sepsis evaluation to rule out occult meningitis.



Structured clinical question

In afebrile neonates with localised skin and soft tissue infection (POPULATION), is routine LP necessary (INTERVENTION) to evaluate for occult meningitis? (OUTCOME)



  







Search

Search date: 12 April 2013. Primary source: The PubMed database and Scopus. Secondary source: The Cochrane Library.

English language literature sources were searched using either text word (tw) or medical subject subheading (MeSH): (infant, newborn (MeSH) OR neonates (tw) OR neonate (tw) AND (focal infection (MeSH) OR cellulitis (MeSH) OR soft tissue infections (MeSH) OR abscess (MeSH) OR mastitis (MeSH)) OR neonatal mastitis (tw) AND cellulitis adenitis syndrome (tw). … 
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