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    	Injury Prevention
	Mortality

Windfuhr and colleagues1 report a 38% reduction in suicide rates among boys aged 15–19 years but no significant decline among girls of the same age between 2001 and 2010 in England and Wales. Two months ago, we reported2 no change in mortality rates due to intentional injury in children aged 10–18 years in any of the four UK countries since 1980. Are these two reports incompatible?

Counting different deaths

Part of the reason for the different findings is they count different deaths. First, Windfuhr and colleagues counted deaths due to suicide or undetermined intent, whereas we counted all intentional injury deaths, including deaths due to suicide, homicide or undetermined intent. In our data, 6% of intentional deaths were homicides, making a marginal difference between the reports.

Second, we reported rates separately for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, whereas Windfuhr et al combined data for England and Wales. The addition of Wales to England makes little difference, adding only 6% of deaths in the 10–18-year-old age group in 2001–2010. Third, the declining trends in our analyses were diluted by grouping all ages between 10 and 18 years. Windfuhr and colleagues separately reported trends analyses for 10–14-year olds and showed much lower suicide rates than for 15–19-year olds … 
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