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Introduction

Approximately 47 million Americans – 16% of the total US population – lack health insurance.1 An additional 25 million have insurance plans that limit their access to services, or cover only a small percentage of expenses.2 The USA spends $7026 per capita on healthcare, which amounts to 16% of the nation's gross domestic product (GDP).1 2 By contrast, the UK, which covers all of its citizens, spends 8.3% of its GDP on healthcare, and Japan, 8.0%. Despite these high expenditures, US health outcomes, reflected in measures of infant mortality and life expectancy, lag behind those of most other developed nations.1 Many in the USA, therefore, consider healthcare reform long overdue, and such reform is one of President Obama's principal domestic initiatives. The Obama administration's vision for reform is based on three pillars: (1) expansion of coverage, (2) containment of costs and (3) improvement of quality. Although we discuss these tenets of healthcare reform specifically as they relate to children's health, we acknowledge that Obama's vision for healthcare reform is less focused on children's health than on other issues. Additionally, we recognise that his proposals have been victim to ideological pressures (specifically regarding reproductive rights and abortion), misinformation (many people believed Obama's reforms would establish death panels to force the elderly to proactively decline resuscitative efforts) and over-dramatisation of the government's control over the healthcare system.



Expansion of coverage

With regard to children, the goal of expanding coverage must be viewed in historical context. In 1997, under President Clinton, the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) was established to provide coverage for children who did not qualify for Medicaid (the US government insurance programme for the poor) but whose families could not afford private insurance. This legislation reduced the rate of uninsured low-income children by almost one third, from 23% (7.6 … 



  











View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
Competing interests None.

	
Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Image quiz
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2044Print ISSN: 0003-9888

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


