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Editorial

Associate editors
Four years ago the number of papers submitted to
the 'Archives' began to rise steeply and it became
clear that a new editorial structure was needed.
When the journal was founded two Joint Editors
were appointed and this arrangement continued.
During the war years, while one of the Editors was
often away on active service, an Assistant Editor
was appointed. We considered the appointment of a
full-time Editor but thought that the lack of constant
contact with clinical and research problems would
be a disadvantage. As the blossoming of paediatric
specialty groups produced papers which needed an
increasing breadth of technical knowledge for criti-
cal evaluation we adopted a system of associate
editors who, by their specific experience, could
assist the Editors in the assessment of papers.
Two years ago we appointed Dr Malcolm Chis-

wick as Associate Editor in perinatal medicine and
this pilot run showed that the system worked. When
Dr Chiswick became Joint Editor three associate
editors were appointed: Professor David Milner, Dr
Richard Robinson, and Dr Brian Wharton.

Professor Milner has been Head of the Department
of Paediatrics at Sheffield for 12 years. He is
Chairman of one of the largest grants committees of
the Medical Research Council and is Treasurer of
the Neonatal Society. He has a special clinical and
research interest in diabetes mellitus and growth
disorders and his broadly based laboratory studies
include the role of peptide growth factors.

Dr Robinson was appointed Consultant Paediatric

Neurologist to Guy's Hospital, London, in 1979. He
is Chairman of the British Paediatric Neurology
Association. He has continued his early research in
cerebral blood flow and has explored the effects of
insults to the brain, including encephalitis, head
injury, and cardiac arrest.

Dr Wharton has been Consultant Paediatrician and
Senior Lecturer in Birmingham since 1973. He is
Convenor of the Nutrition Committee of the British
Paediatric Association and Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Nutrition of the Low Birth Baby instituted
by the European Society of Paediatric Gastroenter-
ology and Nutrition. After a grounding in kwashior-
kor his research progressed through gastrointestinal
disorders; maternal, fetal, and neonatal nutrition; to
the deficiencies of the older child.

All papers submitted for publication are seen and
discussed by both Editors who make the final
decision on publication in the light of reports from
referees. This practice will continue. The associate
editors will receive papers in their own fields, obtain
referees' reports, and make recommendations to the
Editors who will take the final decision. Where a
paper has been received by an Associate Editor he
will correspond with the author, convey the deci-
sion, and where appropriate, negotiate improve-
ments in the paper in the light of his own judgment
and the referee's report. The final accepted version
of the manuscript is managed by the Technical
Editor who will make adjustments to improve clarity
and presentation and insert the instructions for the
printers.
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