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Book reviews
Assisted Ventilation of the Neonate.
Edited by J P Goldsmith and
E H Karotkin. (Pp. 390; illustrated
+ tables. £30.00 hardback.) Saunders:
Eastbourne. 1981.

This multiple-author book is concerned
almost exclusively, and in a very detailed
way, with the 'how to do it' and 'what to
do it with' aspects of neonatal ventilatory
support. It deals with applied pulmonary
physiology, resuscitation, the advantages
and disadvantages of different ventilator
types and of specific commercial venti-
lators, the application and effects of
continuous distending pressure, the
functions and selection of the various
ventilator settings, the general care of the
infant and his endotracheal tube, arterial
blood sampling and blood gas interpret-
ation, the complications of assisted
ventilation, the cardiovascular aspects of
respiratory disease, monitoring, surgical
management of the airway, transport of
ventilated infants, and pharmalogical
adjuncts to ventilatory therapy. In
addition to the chapters on respiration
there is an excellent one on nutritional
care followed by chapters on central
nervous system morbidity and intra-
operative care.

Inevitably differences in the organisation
and practice of neonatology between the
UK and USA limit the relevance of paits
of this book to UK practice so that, for
example, the 34 pages devoted to volume-
cycled and negative pressure ventilators
may not interest many UK paediati icians,
and the Draeger babylog ventilator which
is used frequently in Britain is not
mentioned. However, the prospective
reader should not be discouraged since the
book contains much of universal appeal
ind in general it is well written, up to date,
well illustrated and referenced, and
:ontains a lot of thought-provoking
nformation. Despite the fact that
inortality from respiratory disease is now
:onsiderably lower as a result of improve-
nents in intensive care methods, only the
nost arrogant paediatrician would feel
hat the battle had been won. This book
nakes a useful contribution to the
;nowledge of anyone caring for infants
vith pulmonary disorders. However, it is
book to be read critically by the already

initiated rather than used as a cot side
guide by newly appointed house officers.
It should find a place in most special care
baby unit libraries.

(There is a potentially dangerous error on
page 261, where in table 14.9 digoxin
doses have been erroneously printed in
mg/kg instead of Fg/kg.)

P R F DEAR

Clubfoot. By V J Turco. Current Problems
in Orthopaedics Series. (Pp. 193;
illustrated+tables. £16-00 hardback.)
Churchill Livingstone: Edinburgh. 1981.

This book is written by a recognised
expert in the field of children's ortho-
paedics and contains a pithy review of the
literature on the aetiology and treatment
of clubfoot. Uncontentious sections on the
history of the treatment of the condition
and the anatomy of the normal foot are
followed by the author's own views on the
underlying nature of this common but
mysterious deformity and on its treatment.
The literature is sprinkled with mono-
graphs on the subject many of which lack
the authority of this book, and the
interested senior orthopaedic registrar will
find that the early chapters answer most of
his questions and lead him to relevant
recent original papers for the references are
well chosen. However, when he reaches
the chapters on treatment he will be
disappointed; unfortunately, the author
gives details of non-operative treatment
for clubfoot which most surgeons agree is
obsolete. Nowadays it is thought that
clubfeet fall into two main groups, those
that are lax and correctable passively and
those that are rigidly deformed; it is
generally recognised that the lax postural
kind has a good prognosis whatever the
treatment, and that the rigid kind responds
best to radical early surgical correction.
This book could mislead the tyro who
may surmise that rigid clubfeet respond to
aggressive non-operative treatment and
that operations are reserved for failures of
manipulative treatment, therefore I would
not recommend it for first essential
reading. However, the interested experi-
enced surgeon will find it a good read and
for him I highly recommend it.

MICHAEL WATSON

Paediatric Anaesthesia. Trends in Current
Practice. By G Jackson Rees and
T Cecil Gray. (Pp. 194; illustrated+ tables.
£15-00 hardback.) Butterworth: London.
1981.

The subtitle 'Trends in current practice'
conveys the approach; it is not a textbook
on all aspects of anaesthetic practice
applicable to children but a selection of
topics covered by experts in this field.
There are reviews of psychological,

physiological, and pharmacological
factors that need to be considered when
anaesthetising children, as well as descrip-
tions of preoperative preparation, induc-
tion and maintenance of anaesthesia, and
intravenous fluid management. The
section on apparatus, by John Inkster, and
on respiratory measurement in infancy,
by David Hatch, were particularly
interesting. Anaesthesia for cardiac
surgery, IPPV in children, and trache-
ostomy and prolonged endotracheal intu-
bation are dealt with very helpfully, but
neurosurgical anaesthesia is omitted.

In the preface the authors indicate that
the book is intended as a guide for the
general anaesthetist who is also called
upon to anaesthetise children; however,
the special considerations needed in
day-stay surgery and outpatient dental
anaesthesia which must constitute a large
proportion of the anaesthetics adminis-
tered to children by general anaesthetists
are not covered; yet there are 85 references
on the pharmacology of neuromuscular
blocking agents in children.
Because experts from different centres

have written the various interesting
sections the approaches and standards are
not as uniform as might have been
expected from the renowned Liverpool
team. Although this is far from being a
'recipe-book' on how to administer
anaesthetics to children there are several
sections containing authoritative guidance.
It was disappointing to find that few of the
many references had been published
during the last five years. There is only a
small number of illustrations.
To encourage an intelligent and

informed approach this book should be
read and digested by everyone concerned
in the anaesthetic care of children, and by
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those working for higher examinations in
the specialty.

PENELOPE B HEWITT

Van Leeuwen's Newborn Medicine, second
edition. Edited by C L Paxson, Jr.
(Pp. 561; illustrated+ tables. £24-00
hardback.) YB Medical Publishers:
London. 1979.

This is the second edition of a book that
first appeared as A manual of newborn
medicine; it retains Van Leeuwen's
original objective which was 'a think and
do book, emphasising the do'. Now,
under the editorship of Charles Paxson,
there are no fewer than 23 contributors, all
from the USA. In addition to the conven-
tional system-orientated chapters there are
helpful sections on neonatal mortality and
morbidity trends, high-risk pregnancy,
practical procedures, radiology, and
ethical problems. As one might expect
the broad scope causes much overlapping
between certain chapters as well as patchy
quality, but the overall standard is good. I
particularly liked the way important
physiological principles were explained
and supported by nicely reproduced
figures and tables taken from original
classical papers. The black and white
photographs are clear and even the
reproduced x-ray films show what the
captions say they should.

I think this book is too extensive for the
beginner in neonatal paediatrics for whom
more simple texts are available, but it
would be suitable for those who have a
grounding on the subject and wish to add
to and consolidate their knowledge at a
leisurely pace.

MALCOLM L CHISWICK

Ophthalmology for the Pediatric Practi-
tioner. By R M Robb. (Pp. 163; illustrated.
$26-00.) Little Brown: Boston. 1981.

This book contains 11 chapters, the first of
which is devoted to eye examination in
children and shows the importance of
routine screening. The remaining chapters
cover major paediatric eye disorders

including strabismus, lens abnormalities,
glaucoma, ocular infections and inflam-
mations, developmental abnormalities,
ptosis and ocular neoplasms, the ocular
manifestations of systemic disease, and
ocular trauma. Each chapter covers the
field well and the author always carefully
explains the ophthalmological terms used.
There are excellent diagrams and
photographs.

In the chapter on strabismus the
importance of the cover test is carefully
and clearly explained and there is
sufficient detail to enable the paediatrician
to grasp the rationale of treatment without
embarking on intricate details.
The two chapters on ocular manifesta-

tions of systemic disease and neuro-
ophthalmology are excellent. For each
disorder there is a brief description of the
systemic manifestations and then a clear
description of the ocular manifestations,
their visual consequences, and their
management. At the end of each chapter
there are comprehensive references to the
literature.

Overall this is an excellent, concise
book which covers an area very much
neglected until recently and I have no
hesitation in recommending it to
paediatricians as well as to ophthalmo-
logists in training.

D M CALVER

Spina Bifida Occulta. Orthopaedic, Radio-
logical, and Neurological Aspects. By
C C Michael James and L P Lassman.
(Pp. 230; illustrated + tables. £20*00
hardback.) Grune & Stratton: New York.
1981.

This reviews the experience of managing
200 consecutive patients with closed spina
bifida. The clinical presentation, radio-
logical investigation, and surgical treat-
ment are dealt with in considerable detail,
and there is a chapter on embryology;
each of the chapters has a useful list of
references. The particular value of this
book will be the chapters which discuss
the problems of managing patients with
diastematomyelia, lumbosacral lipomas,

dermoid cysts, and what the authors cal
meningocoele manqu6.
Although in various places patients arn

said either to have benefited from surgica:
intervention or had their deterioratior
halted, this question is not examined ir
depth. It is unfortunate that early in the
introduction it is stated as a fact thal
surgical freeing of the spinal cord and
nerve roots can be followed by improved
function; since this is the major question
the book would have been greatly
improved if the detailed evidence on this
difficult subject had been presented in one
place. This discussion would need to take
note of the fact that most of the patients
are children who are naturally showing
rapid acquisition of motor skills in the
first few years of life but also suffering the
handicap of deformity increasing as a
result of fixed neurological deficit because
of growth. The authors acknowledge the
lack of urological data and this is a
major deficiency because of the increasing
importance now attached to the diagnosis
and management of neuropathic bladder
in association with closed spina bifida.
The genetic implications of the condition
are not discussed. Despite these short-
comings this is an important contribution
to the subject and specialists in the field
will benefit by having this book available.

B G R NEVILLE

Shorter notice
The Battered Child. By N O'Doherty.
(Pp. 57; illustrated. £9.75 hardback.)
Bailliere Tindall: London. 1982.

This is an attractively presented collection
of colour photographs and x-ray films
that show the different manifestations of
non-accidental injury; there are four or
five pictures on a page each with a useful
brief explanatory text on the facing page.
The colour pictures are generally of good
quality but many of the x-ray films are
insufficiently labelled and too small to be
useful to the junior doctors to whom this
book may appeal.
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