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management helpful, not only with handicapped
children but with others also.

She brings into a remarkably small compass material
which the reader would otherwise have to sift out for
himself from very many more detailed texts. The
first 95 pages describe the background of groups of
handicaps including aspects of their general care and
management. In each instance this is followed by
reference to the associated oral condition and, finally,
the implications and advised dental treatment. It is in
relation to the implications and associated oral condi-
tions that the book has value for it will assist the practi-
tioner in selecting those cases that he can manage
himself and those that he should refer for advice and/
or treatment to hospitals or special units.
The book is well produced, with 7 pages of photo-

graphs together in the centre. There are a few mis-
prints, e.g. 'reasonable' pastes on page 102-but it
makes easy reading. There are, however, some criti-
cisms. Firstly the author shows that by virtue of their
handicaps the children considered present problems
in dental treatment, and yet little emphasis is laid on
prevention-mention is made of the use of fluoride
tablets, diet, and battery-powered toothbrushes, but
surely this is an area in which the general dental practi-
tioner should be encouraged to play a more important
part in the 'health team'. Perhaps a future edition may
give more attention to the prevention of dental caries.
Secondly, the selection of prescriptions for treatment
in a text of this size cannot be comprehensive and is
likely to represent personal preferences or rule of thumb.
It would have been preferable if various approaches to
treatment had been mentioned leaving the reader to
refer to the bibliography for details of techniques,
rather than to enumerate the steps of a single personally
preferred procedure.

It is difficult to produce a text that will reach the
unaware and persuade them to treat handicapped
children, but this book should encourage the interested
practitioner to enlarge his experience.
The dental implications of the handicapping condi-

tions mentioned in this book will be of interest to
medical practitioners and there should be a place for
it in a library open to senior medical students and house
staff, as well as on the bookshelf of the general dental
practitioner.

Handbook of Clinical Dermatoglyphs. By M. S.
ELBUALY and JoAN D. SCHINDELER. (Pp. 64; illus-
trated. $6.95.) Coral Gables, Florida: University
of Miami Press. 1971.
The study of finger and footprint pattems and hand

lines, once only of interest to the police and the palmist,
is now recognized as a useful diagnostic aid. Though
at present this is a tool that seems to be chiefly concerned
with mental retardation syndromes, according to
L. S. Penrose, 'almost every kind of early growth
disturbance which effects the limbs produces some
dermatoglyphic effect.' If so, it behoves the paedia-
trician to make himself au fait with the matter.

This little book assumes the reader to be in total

ignorance of this subject, an assumption exactly applic-
able to this reviewer. After spending a short time looking
at the very clear illustrations, however, one at least no
longer finds oneself instinctively turning away from
any paper presenting dermatoglyphic illustrations.

Dermatoglyphs of the following syndromes are illus-
trated: trisomies G, D, and E, cri du chat, Turner's,
Klinefelter's, XYY, XXYY, de Lange, prenatal rubella,
Rubinstein, hypercalcaemia, cerebral gigantism, Smith-
Lemli-Opitz, and Prader-Willi. It is a useful book
to have at hand in the clinic.

Epidemiology of Non-Communicable Diseases.
British Medical Bulletin, Volume 27, No. 1.
(Pp. 94; illustrated + tables. £2.00.) London: The
British Council. 1971.
Epidemiology is a search for patterns in the hope that

these will point to causes and thence to prevention.
It is therefore no surprise that a volume devoted to
epidemiology is of special interest to paediatricians,
nor that many ofthe contributions are directly concerned
with childhood. It is opportune that clinical epide-
miology should be flowering at a time when it seems
probable that the hitherto fragmented medical services
for children are approaching a long overdue integration.

Professors Cochrane and Holland review critically
the validation of screening procedures and conclude, as
others have done, that many of the screening tests
advocated, including some widely practised, have little
scientific basis. Cervical cytology, for instance, rushed
in on the wings of emotion and politics, and these two
potent forces are likely to inhibit any objective assess-
ment for many years to come. The short list of 'tests
which are considered acceptable' all relate to children,
with the sole exception of screening for bacteriuria of
pregnancy. Testing newborns for dislocation of the
hip and phenylketonuria are acceptable, but it is difficult
to reconcile these to the authors' definition of a screening
programme as one which 'offers tests to volunteers,
using the hope of medical benefits as a means of persua-
sion'.

Respiratory disease in childhood (Dr. Colley) reviews
the relation of social class, air pollution, and childhood
smoking to mortality and morbidity from respiratory
disorders, both in childhood and in adult life. Though
the evidence is not yet conclusive, there are strong hints
that chesty children tend to become chesty adults.
Whether chest disease in later life can be prevented by
more effective prevention and treatment of childhood
chest infections remains to be seen. Undoubtedly
childhood is the most hopeful time for education about
smoking hazards.
Birmingham provides two authoritative contributions

to this volume. Professor Knox describes (under a
misleading title) the available methods of analysing the
distribution of disease in time and space. Professor
McKeown and Dr. Record write on early environmental
influences on the development of intelligence, a subject
of great interest and even greater complexity. Their
rather surprising conclusion that abnormalities of
pregnancy and labour, birthweight, and length of
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gestation are of little relevance seems to derive from
retrospective studies of children at normal schools.
The dramatic effect of increasing maternal age and parity
-average intelligence of offspring moving in the oppo-
site direction-is largely a reflection of social background,
the differences within families being very small in
omparison with the differences between them.
The epidemiology of childhood cancers, with special

reference to the work of the Oxford survey, is reviewed
by Dr. Alice Stewart and Dr. Barber, who plead cogently
that theories of causation for adult cancers are probably
not applicable to the cancers of early life. Childhood
malignancy also features in the article by Mr. Burkitt
and Miss Cook on cancer in Africa.

Space does not permit reference to the remaining
contributions which include a stimulating and cautionary
paper on unwanted effects of drugs by Professor
Richard Doll, but every one is authoritative, interesting,
and eminently readable. If there yet breathes a
paediatrician who is content to sit in his clinic and wait
for the sick and the handicapped to come and see him,
this volume will give a new dimension to his life.

Infant Feeding and Feeding Difficulties. 4th ed.
By RONALD MAC KEITH and CHRISTOPHER WOOD.
(Pp. xii + 268; 63 illustrations. C2.25.) London:
J. and A. Churchill. 1971.
This book provides a great deal of information, set

out in a clear and pleasantly readable style. Paediatri-
cians tend to adopt one of two attitudes to the subject

of infant feeding: either they are bored by it, or they
hold strong but idiosyncratic opinions based upon no
solid facts. Mac Keith and Wood succeed in infusing
a sense of lively enthusiasm into their writing, but
without dogmatism. Indeed, a somewhat more positive
attitude towards some of the debatable aspects of the
subject would not have come amiss. For instance,
the authors' rather tepid preference for a measure of
'humanization' of cows' milk could have been less
tentatively expressed, and so could their comments on
the current fashion for introducing solids ever earlier
in the baby's life, and on the question of the special
nutritional needs of the premature baby.

Their gentle approach to such controversial matters
is in keeping with the fundamentally laissez-faire
attitude to infant feeding which has been characteristic
of paediatricians for the last two or three decades.
In giving advice, the authors are always careful to
avoid going beyond what are solidly ascertained facts.
Since nothing is known about the long-term effects of
different feeding schedules, and since most babies will
thrive on almost any type of feed, the reader would be
apt to infer there is little reason to prefer one feed to
another.

This criticism apart, and indeed the authors may not
consider it so, the book has few faults; but a detailed
and authoritative account of intravenous alimentation
with the modem lipid-amino acid solutions would have
been useful. A good feature is the carefully selected
list of references at the end of each chapter.
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