
Editorial Note

Archives of Disease in Childhood, 1970, 45, 1.

The Archives has started 1970 with three changes
in its style and layout-the introduction of a
'Short Reports' section, the placing of summaries
at the beginning of articles, and the abandonment
of abbreviations for journal titles.
The 'Short Reports' section will publish brief

papers whose purpose is to make a single point.
We have frequently found it difficult to decide
what to do with a manuscript making an observa-
tion which seems to merit publication, but not to
require a full-length paper. Short Reports are to
contain not more than 1000 words, plus not more
than 8 references and not more than 2 figures
or tables. There are no restrictions on the type
of material which may be submitted in this way;
we shall include clinical and laboratory observations,
and anything else which may be relevant and inter-
esting to paediatricians. Preliminary reports are
also welcome. Concerning single case reports,
we shall continue to observe the rule that these
only merit publication if they contain something
both new and important. However, since novelty
and importance are relative matters, we shall
interpret this rule a little less strictly in the Short
Reports section. We shall nevertheless continue
to expect a single case report (like any other paper)
to contain a message. This should be something
more interesting and significant than the curious
(a sixth minor abnormality in one case of a syndrome
previously described as consisting of five), the
geographically pedantic (first case of XYZ syn-
drome reported from S. E. Baluchistan), the
pedestrian (unoriginal case report used as hatpeg
for equally unoriginal review of the literature),
the fragmented (our particular bete noire-'post-

mortem findings will be published elsewhere'),
the bizarre, or the frankly melodramatic.

If anyone fears that a brief report near the end
of the journal will not get the attention it deserves,
we would assure him that these papers will probably
be read sooner and more widely than their longer
and more formal neighbours. They will be indexed
in the same way as full-length articles, and reprints
will be available.
With increasing specialization it is no longer

realistic to expect all our articles to be of interest
to all our readers. It should be easier to decide
whether to read on if the substance is summarized
at the beginning rather than the end. The format
of the summary enables them to be photocopied,
including the full title, names of authors, and
Archives reference, in a size which will fit a
filing card. Authors should remember that the
title and summary are the only parts of a paper that
a good many people will read and that others
will copy; these parts of the paper need especial
care. Uninformative summaries ('37 cases of
ABC are reported. The clinical features and
treatment are discussed') should be avoided.

In common with our fellow journals from the
B.M.A. stable, we have abandoned journal title
abbreviations. Abbreviations are useful only if
they save space and time. Title abbreviations
save only marginal amounts of space but waste
inordinately large amounts of time. We should
all be better off without them.
May we remind readers that we welcome corres-

pondence, whether on general matters or arising
out of specific papers.
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