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Infancy and Early Childhood. A Handbook and
Guide to Human Development. Edited by
YVONNE BRACKBILL. (Pp. x + 523; illustrated
84s.) New York: The Free Press; London: Collier-
Macmillan. 1967.
This excellent volume, made up of outlines of the

main theories and major research in several fields of
infant development, is 'designed primarily as a basic
text book for undergraduate, and graduate courses in
child development and psychology', but it is claimed
that 'the comprehensiveness of the discussions and the
thoroughness of the bibliographies . . . will make
the book invaluable for advanced students, scholars
in the social sciences, and research workers'. The 8
chapters cover: developmental psychophysiology; sen-
sory and perceptual processes; motor development;
conditioning and leaming; language development;
cognition; social behaviour; emotional behaviour and
personality development. Altogether it includes
references to about 1500 books and papers. Despite
the fact that 14 different authors have contributed,
the style is consistent and the whole reads with quite
remarkable conciseness, clarity, and simplicity. A
vast range of information is thus made easily accessible,
permitting the busy clinician a survey of disciplines
formerly accessible only to the scholar or research
worker.
The chapter on emotional and personality develop-

ment is, unavoidably, less satisfactory than the others,
since the issues are so complex, present knowledge so
incomplete, and available theories consequently con-
flicting and often conditioned by personal prejudices.
The authors have tried to meet these difficulties by
presenting the 'hard' data on infant emotional develop-
ment separately from psychoanalytic and other theory
which they nevertheless accord adequate recognition,
giving a clear outline of classical Freudian ideas and
some useful remarks on the work of Sullivan and of
other workers like Erikson and Hartmann, who have
developed our knowledge of ego psychology. As in
most other American publications, the neglect of
Melanie Klein and the so-called 'English school' of
psychoanalysis is conspicuous, and since she and her
followers have done more than any others to illuminate
the psychological processes occurring in early infancy,
this lack is all the more disappointing.

In a third section, the authors of this chapter attempt
to remedy the previous neglect of genetic and ethological
knowledge in human emotional development, but do
not attempt to link this with psychoanalytic findings.
We are on the threshold of an integration of these

various fields, and one hopes that Prof. Brackbill and
her associates will one day use their remarkable inte-
grative skills to bring these facts together as well.
This book is highly recommended.

Studies in Infancy. Based on a Study Group held at
Oxford, September 1966. Clinics in Developmental
Medicine No. 27. Edited by RONALD MAC KEITH and
MARTIN BAX. (Pp. 109; illustrated + tables. 25s.
$4.) London: Spastics International Medical Publi-
cations in association with William Heinemann
Medical Books. 1968.

A Neurological Study of Newborn Infants.-
Clinics in Developmental Medicine No. 28. By
David J. BEINTEMA. (Pp. 178; illustrated + tables.
37s. 6d; $4.80.) London: Spastics International
Medical Publications in association with William
Heinemann Medical Books. 1968.
Studies in Infancy is a collection of 12 loosely con-

nected papers on infant neurology. Two papers, from
Dr. Heinz Prechtl's group at Groningen, form the main
intellectual meat. These describe Prechtl's now highly
refined polygraphic technique for studying the sponta-
neous behavioural 'states' of the newborn infant over
periods of several hours. A number of physiological
variables including heart and respiration rates, EEG, and
EMG are monitored continuously; the data are written
out and also recorded on magnetic tape. Prechtl
has tackled the analysis of these data with immense
statistical and mathematical ingenuity. The results
will interest all who make observations on the newborn.

V. Vlach contributes a remarkable study of skin
reflexes in the newborn, though those who feel be-
wildered by the profusion of neonatal reflexes already
described and by their uncertain clinical significance
may view the 24 new recruits with mixed feelings.
Dr. Richmond Paine writes lucidly on neonatal fits.
The other papers in this volume are mainly concerned
either with the relation between adverse perinatal
factors and subsequent neurological abnormalities,
or with the predictive value of various kinds of
neurological examination at various times in infancy.
The authors retread familiar ground and generally
return with predictably dusty answers. K. B. Nelson
closes the volume-nwith a critical review ofthe 'continuum
of reproductive casualty' which one hopes will be the
obituary of this ill-defined notion.
Though the standard of papers is patchy, this com-

pact book will contain something for most paediatricians
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