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be asked to form such a service at the H6pital des
Enfants Malades in Paris 18 years ago. This book
relates in detail his experience, his methods of diagnosis
and treatment, and his results. The small number of
cases dealt with is a reminder to the reader how difficult
it is to accumulate experience in this branch of surgery.
The book, which is printed on good paper allowing

adequate reproduction of x-ray films, begins with a brief
description of the physiology of the infant and child.
This could have been amplified with advantage, since our
understanding of the special features of childhood
anatomy and physiology has been the main factor in
reducing mortality and morbidity.
There follow chapters on physical examination and

special radiological investigations. The latter are very
briefly outlined and appear to be outdated when com-
pared with modern practice in most other countries.

There are excellent sections on pre-operative care,
anaesthesia, and on psychometry in neurosurgical
patients.
The main part of the book is concemed with intra-

cranial tumours, congenital malformations, and trauma.
The author's experience is of great interest to other
neurosurgeons who can readily compare their own
methods and results with his. However, the book is not
to be recommended as an introduction of the subject to
the uninitiated. Nowhere is it suggested that alterna-
tive methods may be used. Many examples of practice
which would not be accepted in most other centres could
be given. Lipiodol is still used by Dr. Klein; the use of
metal plates for bone defects in young children is to be
deplored; the modern technique of pneumoencephalo-
graphy in the presence of raised intracranial pressure is
not mentioned; failure to use radio-opaque substance
such as microcrystalline barium sulphate in the manage-
ment of cerebral abscess is noteworthy. There is no
guide for further reading, since the book contains not a
single reference. Several important conditions (particu-
larly congenital anomalies of the spinal column and cord)
are not mentioned. There is no index.
The reviewer was astonished and dismayed to find that

it is still possible in Western Europe to write a book
displaying such isolation from advances which have been
made in many countries in this branch of medicine.

Klinische Anwendung der Kortisonderivate. By
LASZL6 BIR6 and HEDVIG GRABER. (Pp. 459; 15
figures + 31 tables. 84s.) Budapest: Akademiai
Kiad6. 1966.
A number of monographs and books on the adrenal

cortex have appeared during recent years, and most of
these include chapters on the clinical use of corticoster-
oids. This book is almost entirely devoted to the
clinical use of adrenal corticosteroids and their synthetic
derivatives. It was originally published in Budapest in
1962 and has been translated into German. Although
the authors have included in this edition some recent
work, in general the literature has been reviewed up to
1962. It is an encyclopaedic book, with more than 2500
references, including German, French, and Russian

literature. The profession of the authors is not men-
tioned, but they are probably not working in paediatric
medicine.
The first chapter shortly deals with the physiology,

chemistry, and pharmacology of the corticosteroids.
The second chapter is on the clinical use of corticoster-
oids in intemal diseases (endocrine, collagen, rheumatoid,
cardiac, allergic, haematological, renal, and gastro-
intestinal diseases) and tumours. The third chapter on
the use of corticosteroids in infectious diseases is lengthy
and this subject is apparently the main interest of the
authors. The last chapter is entirely on the side-effects
of the corticosteroids, and a very short chapter deals with
special side-effects in the paediatric age-group.

This book is essentially a reference book and as such it
is useful for libraries and endocrine departments. In
several sections the authors illustrate a review of the
literature with their own clinical observations, but
particularly for the paediatric age-group their experience
seems to be limited. For the general paediatrician who
will have difficulty in finding practical information and
guidance on such important subjects as treatment of
acute rheumatic fever, nephrotic syndrome, or Water-
house-Friderichsen syndrome, there are more compact
and up-to-date reviews of these subjects available.

Moncrieff's Textbook on the Nursing and Diseases
of Sick Children. For Nurses. 7th ed. Edited
by A. P. NoRMAN. Vol. I. General Considerations.
(Pp. xvi + 292; 27 figures. 30s.) Vol. II. Diseases
of Children. (Pp. xvi + 452; 70 figures. 42s.)
London: H. K. Lewis. 1966.
This long-awaited seventh edition, edited by A. P.

Norman, renamed, and published in two volumes, has
been largely rewritten by some of the former and many
new contributors.
Volume I, 'General Considerations and Nursing', is a

comprehensive assessment of the needs of the sick child,
and the effective meeting of these needs by the enlighten-
ed understanding and training of those to whose care he
is entrusted. The variety of subjects covered, and the
new material included, are indications of the advances
made in paediatrics since the last edition. The main
subjects covered include child health, the management
and care of the sick child, the role of the parents, and the
ancillary services. The new chapters on genetics and
normal development will increase the understanding of
the handicapped and sick child. Questions with regard
to 'free visiting' and the admission of the mother are
posed and answered frankly and imaginatively. The role
of the father is not forgotten. The new material on fluid
and electrolyte balance is simple and practical as is that
on resuscitation. The nursing techniques are well
described and in some instances illustrated. It is a pity
that indications of dosage are not included in the chapter
on pharmacology.
Volume II, 'The Diseases of Children', contains a good

deal of information that is readable and interesting.
Medical and surgical treatment of conditions is given
under the appropriate systems. There is a good deal of
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new information on congenital heart disease, diseases of
the renal tract, endocrine disorders, and neurosurgery.
The chapter on diseases of the eye has been greatly
enlarged, and the new chapter on psychological medicine
meets a need.

These volumes, handy in size, are well -produced in
clear print on good quality paper. The reviewer recom-
mends them with confidence to all engaged in paediatric
nursing. Certainly every nurse-training school would
benefit by having copies in the reference library.

Correspondence
Fetus vs. Foetus

Sirs,
Cambridge students who have attended my Embry-

ology classes during the past decade will know (if they
remember) that our American colleagues are correct
(though perhaps unwittingly so) in their spelling of the
wordfetus. One recognizes that language is like a living
organism, and undergoes evolutionary change. We
would, however, be reluctant to abandon our own
paediatrics, gynaecology, or orthopaedics. But there. is
nothing, except the always interesting 'history of errors',
to recommend the traditional English and French foetus.

Classical Latin authors had a word for what a mother
brought to birth: it was unquestionably fetus. The
putative root is fe-, from feo, fere (to bear), which has
given us a host of splendid words such as female, fecund,
felicitude-and also, it may be noted, effete, for one who
has ceased producing offspring.

Fetus was the only spelling in use up to the year 600
A.D.1 No originality is claimed for the observation that
the new spelling was introduced by Isidorus (c. 560-636
A.D.), who was Archbishop of Seville, and one of the
most influential figures in the Dark Ages. His literary
output was prodigious.2 His learning, though consider-
able, was not really adequate to his purpose, and much
that he wrote in, for instance, his twenty-volumed
'Etymologies' was erroneous, partly because, as has been
noted,3 his Latin was 'not pure'. For all his errors
though, he was one of the few who kept alive some
semblance of classical learning at a time matched only by
our own for general indifference and insensitivity to
history.4

Isidorus appears to have been misled by the Greek
word qotao'g, itself a later corruption of pVTots a word

meaning 'fertile'. The Shorter Oxford Dictionary (3rd
edition 1947) gives only the spellingfoetus, and says that
'the better form with e is almost unknown in use'. But
Partridge5 states the true facts quite bluntly, in a way
that should give pause to authors and editors alike.

It would be a gesture towards Anglo-American entente
if Western Europe were to abandon an error that has
persisted for over 1300 years. Perhaps in return our
American colleagues would leave their word pediatrics to
the footmen, where it could conceivably, though still
incorrectly, belong.
As to plurals, the correct form is fetus with the long

second syllable (never, of course, feti, from the sight and
sound of which both mind and heart recoil). But
perhaps it would be altogether too pedantic to insist on
such 'difficult' plurals these days, and I for one would
settle for fetuses.

Yours, etc.,
BERNARD TOWERS

Anatomy Dept., University of Cambridge.

1 Souter, A. (1949). Glossary of Later Latin. Oxford.
2 Encyclopaedia Britannica. (1910). 11th ed. Cambridge.
3 Wace, F., and Percy, W. C. (1911). Dictionary of Christian

Biography and Literature. London.
4 Towers, B. (1966). Medical scientists and the view that history

is bunk. Persp. Biol. Med., 10, 44-55.
5 Partridge, E. (1958). Origins: a Short Etymological Dictionary'

of Modern English. London.

[The question raised by Dr. Towers has, by coin-
cidence, been asked simultaneously by J. D. Boyd and
W. J. Hamilton in Brit. med. J. (1967), 1, 425. The
Editors would welcome etymological comments before
deciding whether to change the conventional spelling of
foetus.]

Donald Paterson Prize Essay
A prize essay competition will be held, open to medical

practitioners registered in the United Kingdom for not
more than ten years. The value of the prize will be
twenty-five pounds.
The subject of the essay shall be related to paediatrics

but will be chosen individually by candidates. The
essay shall consist substantially of unpublished work.

Entry forms and further information may be obtained
from the Honorary Secretary, British Paediatric
Association, Institute of Child Health, 30 Guilford
Street, London W.C.1. The closing date for entries
will be June 30, 1967.
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