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professional therapists, teachers and family members.
It provides orientation for college students of speech
therapy and for professional people working in related
fields of specialized education and rehabilitation'. The
book is divided into two parts, the first of which is
concerned with aphasia in adults and the second with
aphasia in children.
The first part of the book is more successful than the

second. The authors write simply and answer many of
the questions that intelligent laymen ask about aphasia.
The simple accounts of the emotional problems of adults
with aphasia is particularly good. The chapters on
clinical assessment and therapy are less satisfactory. The
need for detailed medcal history taking and examination
as a basis for the studies carried out by the speech
pathologist is insufficiently stressed. The tests of
language function and methods of therapy as suggested in
later chapters should only be used by those qualified by
training and experience to care for patients suffering from
aphasia.
The authors open the second half of the book by asking

'What is an aphasic child'? They answer their own
question as follows: 'The aphasic child is one who fails to
develop adequate language or one who has sustained a
loss of acquired language due to brain injury' (page 179).
Unfortunately, they do not offer any systematic further
classification of aphasia in childhood and this greatly
limIiits the value of later chapters.
The main value of this book is likely to be the des-

criptions given of assessment tests, therapy material, and
the lists of addresses where more information about them
can be obtained. The book is very well produced though
it is expensive.

Speech and langage Delay. A Home Traning Program.
By R. RAY BArrN and C. OLAF HAUG. (Pp. xi- 71;
16 figures. $4.50) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1964.
This is a practical guide to home training for parents of

children with speech defects written by two speech
therapists with obvious enthusiasm for their work. The
book begins with a simple outline of normal speech and
language development. There follow chapters on
various aspects of speech-training in the home environ-
ment and a brief section on the special needs of children
with hearing defects. There are a number of references
to the literature and a list of books and recordings suitable
for the children.
Ained at readers who are untrained but literate the

book combines the common-sense approach with the
right amount of do's and don't's in the tradition of Spock.
Most of the recommended training programme is
orthodox, i.e. the establishment of rapport, the constant
use of speech by the parent in every home situation, and
the stimulation of the child's interest and self-expression
by play activities of the nursery school type. However,
here it all is, set out in a simple and practical way for
parents who are not nursery school teachers and are
anxious to learn the right thing to do.

Excellent quality paper and numerous charming

photographs are presumably responsible for the high price
of this book and a paper-back edition at one-tenth of the
price might be more appropriate. As it is, the market for
this publication will probably be in the more affluent
transatlantic society whence it came.

Developmental Dyslexia. By MACDONALD CRITcHLEY.
(Pp. xi 104; 36 figures 5 tables. 25s.) London:
William Heinemann Medical Books. 1964.
Probably most paediatricians have shared with this

reviewer a desire to know what the established facts about
dyslexia are, and have been puzzled where the truth may
lie between the views of those psychiatrists who have
pooh-poohed the existence of any such condition, and of
those educationalists who have quoted figures as high as
10%o for the number of dyslexics in the school population.
Such inquirers will find their needs well catered for in this
highly readable monograph, which, though quite short
(89 pages), is a distillate of a very large volume of inform-
ation, with a bibliography of over 400 references. The
many illustrations include some interesting examples of
dyslexics of the past, amongst them Hans Christian
Andersen, and various monarchs including Karl XI, one
of the kings of Sweden in the seventeenth century.
The author, a neurologist, concludes that 'in the heart

of the community of poor readers there is a small hard
core of cases where the tendency to the learning defect is
inborn and independent of any intellectual inadequacies,
emotional factors, educational or linguistic shortcomings
which may happen to coexist. Such are the cases which
neurologists speak of as examples of specific or develop-
mental dyslexia. How large the problem is cannot be
confidently stated in the absence of large-scale surveys of
retarded readers, with a satisfactory analytic breakdown
by neurologists and their team of ancillary experts.'
To teach dyslexics to read seems to require little special

expertise, merely a full measure of the ordinary pedagogic
virtues, i.e. patience, an ability to maintain the pupils'
interest when progress is discouragingly slow, and a
willingness to be empirical and to adopt any method that
'works'. A useful account is given of the unrivalled
experience of the Copenhagen 'Ordeblinde Institut',
founded in 1935, where 100 word blind pupils are taught.

This admirable monograph comes at a time when fresh
interest in the teaching of reading has been aroused in this
country by the Pitman alphabet.

Handbuch Der Kindereilkude. Vol. 5. Infektions-
krankheiten. Edited by H. OPrrz and F. SCLMn.
(Pp. ix - 1259; 418 figures - tables. DM.360.)
Berlin, Verlag. 1963.
This book deals with infectious diseases in paediatrics.

It is the first volume published so far of a textbook that
will consist of nine volumes. The remaining eight
volumes are to appear over the course of the next two
years. Over 440 contributors are co-operating in writing
this monumental task.
As might be expected in a work of this dimension, the
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book is fully comprehensive and every possible aspect of
infection has been covered, ranging from the common
fevers to the rare tropical illnesses and including protozoal
infections and parasitical infections. Every chapter is
preceded by an interesting historical survey. Every
subject is dealt with in minute detail and viewed from
every possible aspect, including bacteriology or virology,
pathology, and histology, as well as clinical features and
therapy.
For example, under poliomyelitis, it is not only the

epidemiology and clinical picture that are discussed, but
the authors deal with the details of nursing measures
for the acute case, the various forms of assisted
respiration for the patient with bulbar palsy, and the
surgical, orthopaedic, and physical medicine aspects of
the chronic case. Thus, information that normally can
be found only by consulting several textbooks written
from the point of view of the separate disciplines of
medicine are here contained in one place. By following
this practice a certain amount of repetition is inevitable.
Thus infantile gastro-enteritis due to enteropathogenic
Escherichia coli and due to salmonella is dealt with in two
separate chapters. Or, to cite another example of this
repetition, no less than 12 separate Rickettsial infections
are described in detail.
Many photographs, tables, and graphs as well as

illustrative case abstracts help to make the information
assimilable in spite of the detail. For instance, in the
chapter on tuberculosis there is an x-ray picture of every
form and complication of the primary tuberculous
infection of childhood. The international literature is
quoted widely, and there is a comprehensive bibliography
at the end of each chapter.
For the reader who looks for a textbook containing the

maximum information including the proverbial 'small
print' in one place, this work is to be recommended, and,
when all the volumes have been published, they will
constitute a veritable reference library of paediatrics.
However, one cannot help asking whether a work of this
kind has a place in the context of modern conditions.
The student needs shorter textbooks and the paediatrician
will prefer to consult the literature itself when he seeks
more information about any subject. Over the years, it
will prove an impossible task to keep a work of this size
and dimension really up to date.

Nene Probleme bei Infektionskrankheiten des Kindes.
Postgraduate Courses in Paediatrics. Vol. 10. Edited
by E. Rossi. (Pp. 100; 30 figures- 16 tables. Sw. Frs./
DM.24) Basel and New York: S. Karger. 1964.
This slim paper bound volume consists of a number of

review articles written by different authors on various
aspects of infectious diseases. It is one of a series of a
'Postgraduate Course' in paediatrics, and thus the form
and presentation of each article is that of a lecture.

In the introductory chapter the author discusses recent
knowledge about the general mechanism of infection in
relation to the cellular and humoral defense mechanism
of the body, and reviews the curious interrelation of
resistance and hypersensitivity. Three chapters deal

with virology, and in view of the rapid advances in that
field over recent years should prove especially useful to
the busy paediatrician.

Tuberculosis prevention and the place of B.C.G.
vaccination, and the merits and demnerits of chemo-
prophylactic treatment of young recent Mantoux
converters, is a very topical subject at present and is
reviewed in another chapter. One would agree with most
of the author's conclusions, though the widespread
treatment of all children discovered to be Mantoux
positive regardless of age or other clinical findings is
controversial to say the least. There is an excellent
review of staphylococcal infection in children with special
emphasis of staphylococcal pneumonia looked at in the
light of increasing resistance of the staphylococcus to
antibiotics, and rarer infections such as toxoplasmosis,
brucellosis, and listeriosis are dealt with in other chapters.

ProbH-mes Actuels de Nphrologie Infantile- By PIERRE
RoYER, HENRi MATHIEU and RENEE HABIB. (Pp. 493;
35 figures - 20 plates - 106 tables. 98F.) Paris:
Editions Medicales Flammarion. 1963.
This is a superb book. The authors have succeeded in

distilling the substance of the world literature and
discussing it in the light of their own very considerable
experience of renal disease in childhood. The book
stems from a course on renal topics given at the Inter-
national Children's Centre in February 1961 and for that
reason concentrates on those subjects that are less well
covered in existing textbooks. In particular they are
concerned with the medical aspects of kidney function
rather than the surgical problems of urology.
The chapters on renal tubular dysfunction are

exceptionally clear and comprehensive. There are
chapters devoted to familial hypophosphataemic rickets,
nephrogenic diabetes insipidus, idiopathic renal acidosis,
chronic hypokalaemia, hypercalcuria as well as a section
discussing the multifactorial tubular anomalies with their
profusion of eponyms, the de Toni-Debre-Fanconi
syndrome, Lowe's syndrome, those described by Luder
and Sheldon, Baber and Dent, which all receive attention.
Much use is made of well-constructed charts to illustrate
the principal characteristics of each condition and equally
useful are the tables that summarize the findings of all the
major papers on each subject. This is a method of
depicting earlier workers' conclusions that could, with
advantage, be used more widely.
The section on the kidney of the newborn consists of

only five pages and this illustrates not only the author's
ability to write with concise precision but also the paucity
of information about renal function at this very important
time. The second part of the book is taken up with a
detailed review of treatment. This is more diffuse than
the rest of the book and might in part be open to criticism
by workers orientated in an Anglo-American setting. As
befits a French textbook considerable attention is given to
diet and a low salt regime sounds much more enticing
when it contains suggestions such as 'Le riz peut etre pris
sous forme d'entremets sucre parfume au caramal ou a la
vanille'.
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