
BOOK REVIEWS

Pathology of the Fetus and the Infant. 2nd ed. By
EDITH L. POTTER. (Pp. xviii + 670; 681 figures.
165s.) Chicago: Year Book Medical Publishers;
London: Interscience. 1961.
The first edition of Dr. Potter's book was in its time

unique and is still every paediatrician's textbook to
foetal and neonatal pathology. Dr. Potter points out
that during the 10 years since it was first published there
has been an enormous growth in interest in the foetus
and the infant, as well as much fresh knowledge and
research in maternal health, placental function, intra-
uterine foetal growth and development, extrauterine
pulmonary function and so on. Dr. Potter has, there-
fore, brought out a new and augmented edition based on
the autopsy material from the Chicago Lying-in Hospital
on 'all products of conception from the pregnancies
terminating under 20 weeks' and on 'almost 100 per cent
of the fetuses dying subsequently' during a period of
30 years, as well as on 'over 8,000 complete autopsies
plus several thousand more consisting of microscopic
examination' on infants from other hospitals. It also
includes macroscopical and microscopical examination
of all placentae over a three-year period (after which,
Dr. Potter says, it was finally concluded that the
importance of any further information gained was not
commensurate with the labour involved).
The result is monumental. In spite of Dr. Potter's

claim that her book makes no attempt to be an encyclo-
paedic reference book and 'represents principally the
observations made in a single hospital, somewhat aug-
mented by material from friends . . .' it contains an
enormous mass of detailed information on normal, and
particularly on abnormal foetal and placental develop-
ment, from the 11 -day blastocyst beautifully photo-
graphed on p. 4 through to the pathology of the infant
up to I year of age.
The arrangement of the material has been carefully

thought out so as to be most valuable, both to the
clinician and to the pathologist. The first three chapters
are concerned with early foetal development and with
the placenta. Chapter 4 is devoted to abortions:
chapter 5 to the causes of foetal and infant mortality,
largely based on the statistical information derived from
the material of the Chicago Lying-in Hospital. In
chapter 6 the requirements and techniques of her meti-
culous post-mortem examinations are described. Then
follow seven chapters on anoxia, birth trauma, infections,
inborn errors, malformations, tumours and multiple
pregnancies. The remaining two-thirds of the book
deals with the material regionally, the heart, lungs, head,

skeleton, etc., chapter by chapter. In each chapter one
is given normal development, appearance and histology,
followed by abnormalities and then diseased states.
The scope of this book is immense and it is difficult

to pick out particular chapters for special mention.
The section on anoxia and pulmonary conditions of the
newborn contain much of Dr. Potter's special contribu-
tion to medical knowledge, but almost any section seems
equally interesting and informative. Perhaps the illus-
trations are the most phenomenal aspect of this book.
There are more figures than there are pages and each
figure may contain upward of four photographs, so that
there are perhaps 1,500 separate plates consequently
illustrating the text. These photographs are beautiful,
at times dramatic and often horrifying; there can surely
be no better collection of one-eyed, three-legged, two-
headed and other monstrosities that adorn these pages.

Dr. Porter's style is lucid and simple and there is never
the slightest doubt regarding her sources. She uses
'we' and 'I' freely and with good authentic effect and she
gives references when it seems necessary. The printing,
reproduction and binding are irreproachable and the
price fades into insignificance against the information,
the education and interest, as well as the pleasure, this
book provides.

Lehrbruch der Kinderheilkunde. Edited by W. KELLER
and A. WisKorr. (Pp. xii + 1,090; 371 figures +
63 tables. D.M. 78.-.) Stuttgart: Georg Thieme.
1961.
This new German textbook of paediatrics, edited by

Professors W. Keller and A. Wiskott, aims at bringing
paediatrics right up to date for the German medical
student, a task in which it eminently succeeds. Special
attention is being paid to the preventive aspects of
paediatrics and child health, starting with antenatal
care of the mother and on through childhood to the
difficulties of adolescence. The problem of accidents
and poisoning with their social and legal implications
figures more prominently than in most paediatric
textbooks.
An innovation is the introduction of a chapter on

foetal pathology including a brief discussion of experi-
mental studies in animals. The detailed account of the
rarer metabolic disorders, which far transgresses the
scope of a student's manual, has been included because
in the editors' opinion it illustrates modem medical
thought and indicates the direction which paediatric
research is taking. In this, as well as in many other
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aspects it also provides a valuable source of information
for the practising paediatrician, but unfortunately no
references are given at the end of the chapters. This
and the fact that the names of the contributors are
omitted in the text conveys an impression of dogmatism,
hardly justified in an exposition of recent developments,
and which is further enhanced by the terse style and the
frequent use of exclamation marks to stress an important
point.
The contributors, who have been drawn almost

exclusively from the large university clinics of Freiburg
and Munich, have tried to pack as much information
as possible into the allotted space and to achieve a com-
prehensive review of their subjects with the effect that
sometimes a number of syndromes are mentioned with
little more information than their eponyms. Such is the
case, for instance, in the short chapter on cardiac hyper-
trophy in which Ayerza-Aprillaga, Pompe, Kugel-
Stoloff and Wuhrmann eponymously appear.

Occasionally the results of experimental medicine are
included where clinical confirmation is lacking, such as
the use of orotic acid in the treatment of galactosaemia.

Interesting to note is the importance still attributed to
the 'Mehlnahrschaden' as a factor in the aetiology of
infantile malnutrition and the stress laid on focal infec-
tions such as mastoiditis in the causation of gastro-
enteritis.

Surprisingly short is the chapter on prematurity.
To the German reader the reference to teething

powders 'Zahnpuder' as a source of mercury in the
causation of acrodynia in England must sound rather
puzzling since 'Zahnpuder' in German indicates a
cleansing powder for teeth.
The general standard of the book is a high one and

certainly does credit to the editors. If the reviewer
would like to underline the excellence of the chapters on
infectious diseases and metabolic disorders, it is not to
detract from the value of the others. The publishers,
Georg Thieme, have adopted the two-column lay-out
of the Saunders' publications, which adds to the pleasing
appearance of the book. The 371 illustrations are first
rate, the index reliable and exhaustive and misprints
very rare.

There is no doubt that the book will be a valuable aid
to all who want information on current paediatrics.

Ikterus Neonatorum. Untersuchungen uber die physio-
logische Bilirubiniimie des Neugeborenen. By GUNTHER
SCHELLONG. (Pp. vi + 129; 14 figures + 39 tables.
D.M. 19.50.) Stuttgart: Georg Thieme. 1962.
After a full and competent review of factors affecting

the plasma bilirubin concentration in the newborn,
Schellong has studied over 400 infants to determine the
role of ABO iso-immunization, birth weight, post-
maturity, neonatal weight and hypoglycaemia in the
production of hyperbilirubinaemia.
He very rightly emphasizes the necessity for accurately

determining bilirubin and the importance of precise
calibration.
The work on iso-immunization appears to be par-

ticularly thorough. Schellong concludes that the infants
who will show a marked rise of serum bilirubin, due to
ABO iso-immunization, can be selected by an AB gamma
globulin neutralization test.
The general standard of this work is high. There

are few omissions, but the author does not appear to
have seen Torok and Szabo's study of seasonal influences
on levels of hyperbilirubinaemia.

Precis de MWdecine Infantile. 2nd ed. By CL. LAUNAY,
P. GRENET and F. VERLIAC. (Pp. vii + 899; 128 figures
+ tables. 75 NF.) Paris: Masson et Cie. 1961.
A synopsis with nearly 900 pages of text sounds

daunting, but this is really a shorter textbook rather
than a synopsis. It reads smoothly, is clearly printed on
good paper, is well set out and in most instances aptly
illustrated (though the mongol child shown on p. 769
could hardly be diagnosed except by chromosome
studies). Moreover, the French text gives the English
paediatrician an opportunity to brush up his professional
and linguistic knowledge at the same time, without
unduly neglecting his family, his patients and his meetings.
The second edition of this well-known French book

follows a pattern with which English paediatricians
are familiar, though the unwary reader might think
the table of contents had been omitted unless he looked
at the end. The international approach of modem
paediatrics is further illustrated by the fact that almost
all the eponyms used would be found in any English
book. A chapter on growth is followed by a description
of the newborn period, then a presentation of diseases
grouped by systems, and the book ends with an outline
of emotional development and psychological distur-
bances.
The text is reasonably up to date, including, as an

example, a reference to the French discovery of the
additional chromosome in mongolism. It obviously
does not cater for the specialist or consultant, and is
not concerned with social or preventive paediatrics, but
it gives a well-informed account of the diagnosis and
treatment of sick children.

Urologia Infantile (Bibliotheca Paediatrica fasc. 78).
Edited by F. BAMATTER. (Pp. iv + 72; 26 figures +
10 tables. SFr. 18.50.) Basel and New York:
Karger. 1961.
It is a great encouragement to all those interested in

the progress of paediatric surgery to witness the increasing
number of publications in which specific problems in
childhood disease are considered from a joint medical
and surgical viewpoint. This booklet, a collection of
five talks given to a revision course which took place
in Geneva in 1960 under the auspices of the Swiss Society
of Paediatrics, reflects the current views on urological
subjects of the great paediatric centres of Geneva,
Beme and Zurich.

In review articles of this type, one would not expect
a precise analysis of results, but several of these con-
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