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Krankheiten der Neugeborenen. Edited by ALBRECHT

PEIPER. (Pp. iX +131; illustrated. DM. 19.40.)
Leipzig: Georg Thieme. 1958.

Neonatal Paediatrics. Edited by W. R. F. COLLIS.
(Pp. xiii+301; 35 figures. 30s.). London: W.
Heinemann. 1958.
Here are two books on the care of the newborn from

abroad: the first in German from Leipzig, and the
second in English from Dublin. And they serve to
remind one that traditions and customs play a large part
in life, and what may be taken for granted in one place
may seem very odd from another; also that different
conditions of life often account for big differences in
outlook.

Professor Peiper's book with 12 contributors is a
rather brief straightforward textbook addressed, one
would say, to aspiring paediatricians and senior
students taking higher examinations. The quality of
the contribution varies from excellent to very moder-
ate indeed, and in some chapters there is a strong
impression that the author is writing from the litera-
ture rather than from personal experience. Indeed,
reference, and deference, to authors and publications
are freely dispersed throughout the text. There are,
however, good chapters on the general care of the new-
born and also on staphylococcal infections, both by
Dr. Hans-Christoph Hempel, on respiratory physiology
and disturbances by Dr. Harald Thomas, and a parti-
cularly interesting chapter by Dr. Anne Marie Stieve on
the neonatal manifestations of Listeriosis, an acute and
subacute widely disseminated septicaemic condition
giving rise to widespread granuloma-like lesions. The
condition is due to a diphtheria-like organism now
named listeria monocytogenes, and only very occasional
cases have been reported outside Germany, including
a few in this country, though there appears to have been
a comparatively widespread outbreak in Leipzig, Halle,
and one or two other neighbouring towns. The organism
is endemic in some animals and occurs in adults, and
it might well be that cases are occurring in this country
and passing unrecognized.
The Irish book, with 20 of the 27 contributors coming

from Dublin, has a parochial outlook of which even the
authors seem to be aware. The editor in his preface,
for instance, says to his prospective readers that he is
'aware that some of the methods advocated here are not
universally accepted . . . but we think this better than
trying to reach an agreed mean', and in another chapter al-
most apologizes for the exceedingly original and excellent
idea of establishing a centre for the treatment of pyloric
stenosis in a maternity hospital. In yet anotherchapter Dr.
Collis says 'We do not presume to teach or even advise
our colleagues who no doubt have evolved their own
drill'; or again, on a chapter devoted to the preven-
tion of tuberculosis (Dr. Dunlevy), 'We would parti-
cularly not wish to give advice, say, to the Tuberculosis
Medical Officers of a large English city . . .'. This
deprecating tone might be becoming if this were a better
book. But though a few of the chapters, on the care of
the premature, for instance, by Dr. Collis and Dr. Moran,

and on respiratory conditions by Dr. Brian McNicholl,
and on vomiting, also by Dr. Collis, are good, the book,
on the whole, is disappointing. It suffers from too
many authors, many of them specialists in their own
field but not apparently in neonatal practice, and in
these chapters conditions are constantly being discussed
which have little relevance to the neonatal situation.
The chapter on the heart, for instance, contains Paul
Wood's classification of congenital heart disease based
on 900 cases, many ofthem adults, but only a few scrappy
lines on cardiac failure, and nothing at all on how to
manage an infant with severe cyanosis, anoxic attacks,
impending or overt heart failure. Again, do molluscum
contagiosum, urticaria pigmentosa (illustrated by the
back view of a child well on in the toddler stage), or
even infantile eczema, really occur in Dublin neonates?
Chapter 14 gives adequate accounts of haemolytic
disease and haemorrhagic disease of the newborn, but
fails to discuss the basic considerations regarding red
cell and haemoglobin formation in the foetus, about
which so much of such interest has been published
recently, and so is able to state that the anaemia of
prematurity is caused by damage to blood forming
organs consequent on infection, impaired liver function
and 'the general state of immaturity of all blood forming
tissue . . .'. The chapter on water-electrolyte meta-
bolism does little to clarify a very difficult subject,
defines milli-equivalent as 'the amount of acid or base
which the ion is capable of neutralising', and prints a
table (p. 54) of instructions in which '85 per cent. saline
intravenously or subcutaneously' and '0 * 2 per cent.
glucose in 0 45 per cent. saline' are advised for the
treatment of salt loss; misprints, obviously, but not
conducive to helping a puzzled student.

There is ample room for a good book on neonatal
paediatrics, but what surely is needed is that each
subject should be approached with the realization that
most of the conditions will be specific for this age group,
and all will need to be approached specifically from a
strong, well informed, not only paediatric, but neonatal
point of view.

In contrast, however, there is one gem in this collection
of very semiprecious stones. Dr. McCance and Miss
Widdowson have written a brief chapter on renal
function in the newborn in lucid, simple and economical
English. These two authors have illuminated an
exceedingly difficult and still unclear subject and for
this chapter only the book is perhaps worth the 30s.
that it costs in this country.

Paediatrics for the Practitioner-Supplement, 1958.
Edited by WILFRID GAISFORD and REGINALD LIGHT-
WOOD. (Pp. v+146; illustrated. 35s.). London:
Butterworth. 1958.
The supplement for 1958 to this by now well-known

textbook of children's diseases contains original articles
on chemotherapy, behaviour disorders, urology, chrom-
atography in clinical paediatrics and encephalography.
There are also 33 pages of Noter-up, a section containing
material which corrects, amplifies and expands the
earlier volumes of text. The high standard set by
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