
BOOK REVIEWS

Diseases of Infancy and Childhood, 7th ed. By WILFRED
SHELDON. (Pp. xii + 804; 213 figures. 50s.) London:
J. A. Churchill. 1955.
This book on paediatrics, something, as the author

claimed in its first edition, more than a mere handbook,
retains its popularity and appears once again, only
slightly swollen and still vested with a characteristic
modesty which, while it enhances the distinction of the
writing, scarcely conceals a disregard for modem trends
in textbook production.
The claims of advancing medicine are adequately met

by a dozen or more descriptions of conditions that were
not known or recognized previously and by considerable
re-writing of sections dealing with such conditions as
prematurity and vitamin-resistant rickets, about which
our knowledge has grown and changed; also by a lurid
coloured frontispiece. Links with the past include
10 pages on diphtheria, some charming footnotes on such
themes as how to make liver broth (p. 588) or hydro-
chloric acid milk (p. 694), and a harrowing description
of how to resuscitate an infant with gastro-enteritis on
the verge of collapse by holding it in a mustard bath until
the nurse's arms tingle.

Dr. Sheldon's book will, and certainly deserves to,
retain its popularity. It is simply written, easily handled,
deceptively full of useful information and deals with all
the common conditions and many of the rarities of
modem paediatrics. It has, moreover, that mysterious
quality that makes even Dr. Sheldon's paediatric col-
leagues reach for it on a shelf where it sits proud and
aloof amongst its multivolumed continental and trans-
atlantic conmpetitors.

Handbook of Paediatrics. By H. K. SILVER, C. H.
KEMPE and H. B. BRUYN. (Pp. 548; 31 chapters;
illustrated. $3.00.) Los Altos, Califomia: Lange
Medical Publications. 1955.
This pocket-sized textbook of paediatrics defies

description. Weighing a few ounces and measuring
7 in. x 4 in. x 1 in. it sits easily and unnoticed in the
coat pocket. Yet its 550 pages embrace the whole of
paediatrics. The subject matter is concise and highly
systematized, with headings and sub-headings in descend-
ing order, whilst a vast amount of accurate information is
conveyed by a multitude of plans, illustrations, charts,
tables and schemata.

All the major diseases of childhood are adequately
dealt with, and information on recently described con-
ditions, new forms of therapy and modem concepts of
physiology and pathology is up to date. Normal
physiological and psychological development is taken

from puberty through to adolescence. Anthropometric
and physiological data, a drug index, poisons and anti-
dotes chart and conversion tables completes the picture.
The semi-stiff binding is adequate, the paper is tissue

thin, and the printing is outstanding for its clarity and
beauty.
On the shelf beside a multivolumed system of

paediatrics one is reminded of Jack the Giant Killer.
Amazing value for 3 dollars.

The Medical Annual. Edited by SiR HENRY TIY and
PROFESSOR R. MILNES WALKER. (Pp. xliv + 548;
63 plates. No price given.) Bristol: John Wright.
1955.
This, the 73rd edition of the Medical Annual, follows

the tradition and format of its immediate forerunners and,
as usual, affords an admirable bird's eye view of the
previous year's outstanding work. The eminence of the
contributors ensures that the year's advances are dealt
with in an authoritative manner, and the volume will be
as useful to the specialist wanting to know what his
colleagues in other specialties have been up to as to the
family doctor attempting to keep up with the whole of
medicine. Few will read all 548 pages, but everyone will
find something in the Annual to interest and inform
them.

Prob1Nmes N6o-Nataux. Conference d'Actualites Prati-
ques. Faculty of Medicine, Paris. By M. LELONG,
F. ALISON, R. LAUMONIER, A. ROSSIER, R. JOSEPH,
S. BUHOT, F. LEPAGE and J. BERNARD. (Pp. 86;
4 figures. Fr. frs. 420.-) Paris: Masson. 1955.
'En imprimants ces textes, nous avons pense etre

utiles a ceux des auditeurs qui, pour mieux en p6netrer
le sens, desiraient lire, a tete reposee, dans le silence du
cabinet, une conference precedement entendue.'

These words' conjuring up what vision of education
through 'sessions of sweet silent thought', introduces the
new series of conferences on neonatal problems from the
Medical Faculty of the University of Paris. The post-
graduate seminar or round table conference, slow to
enter English medical education, has considerable
advantages in disseminating knowledge, and this collec-
tion addressed to obstetric, paediatric and postgraduate
students covers the subjects of infant mortality, neonatal
trauma, necropsies on premature infants, treatment of
white asphyxia, neonatal infection, early diagnosis of
oesophageal atresia and haemolytic disease of the
newborn. These chosen subjects are covered adequately
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but simply; addressed, perhaps, more to the future
obstetrician than to the budding paediatric consultant.
Many of the vital neonatal statistics (Marcelle Lelong)

and figures of foetal deaths (R. Laumonier) make useful
comparison with our more familiar English figures, and
the plea for the earliest diagnosis of oesophageal atresia
(Marcelle Lelong) is worth reading if only for its presenta-
tion and style. Briefly, Dr. Lelong says that early
diagnosis is so vital that the obstetricians or midwife's
bag is incomplete without an oesophageal sound which
should invariably be used on the occurrence of any one
of the easily recognizable symptoms.
A reliance on caffeine, as the drug le plus efficace et

le moins nocive (surely quite incompatible opposites) in
the treatment of white asphyxia (A. Rossier) sounds
anachronistic to English ears, and the prophylaxis of
matemity hospital and neonatal infection (R. Joseph) by
complete asepsis is a method of avoiding rather than
facing the essential issue, the wickedness, as it were, of
this bacteria-ridden world. A good third of the book
is occupied by a review of haemolytic disease of the
newbom (S. Bohut, F. Lepage and J. Bemard) which,
though necessarily brief, is easy to understand.
For anyone approaching D.C.H., wishing simul-

taneously to air his French and revise his knowledge of
neonatal paediatrics, this volume makes easy and
pleasant reading. The book, though paper backed,
is well got up, and the printing unusually good.

La Carence de Soins Maternels. By JENNY AUBRY.
(Pp. 188. Fr. frs. 720.) Paris: Presses Universitaires
de France. 1955.
This account of the effects of 'maternal deprivation',

as we now call it, on French babies and young children
is the result of observations by a group of 16 people
working under the direction of Dr. Aubry. The subject
has now worried many of us for some years and in spite of
various excellent publications, including the pioneer
works of Dr. John Bowlby, we wait to remain completely
convinced of the very severe effects which these separa-
tions may cause. We look to serious workers in the
field to do this.

Dr. Aubry's methods of assessing the degree of inter-
ference with the normal and happy development of the
children are open to much criticism (the Gesell test, the
Wetzel Grid, the assessment of 'health' are indeed contro-
versial matters in themselves), and there is a lack of
control figures, while subjective impressions abound.
No references are given. It has been said by journalists
that it is necessary to 'personalize' science to make a
point clear in some forms of writing, and while quoting
of particular case histories is admirable in many publica-
tions, here we find dramatic accounts of Bernard,
Christine and Paul which are clearly intended to shock
and sadden us.

This kind of publication does harm to the cause. The
plan of research set out to show the effects and dangers of
separation from the mother, and it is clear that much work
went into the accumulation of results. Unhappily the
short monograph has fallen between those two stools
which always produce such an irritating result: concise

scientific presentation of facts, and scientific discussion
heavily biased by subjective ideas and the (sometimes
admirable) desire to push over the point. When such
a subject is so fraught with difficulty of investigation
it is a great pity that such a method of presentation was
chosen.
Work in this field has certainly done one great service,

namely, to stimulate us to be anxious about the care of
children in hospital, and for institutions to think hard
about the possible psychological dangers risked. This
book ends with an excellent constructive criticism of the
present situation in France; it suggests ways of avoiding
the possible dangers for children actually in such situa-
tions; and, finally, makes a moving plea for more work
and interest in the field.

Babies and Young Children. By RONALD S. ILLINGWORTH
and CYNTHIA ILLINGWORTH. (Pp. vii + 360; 50
figures and 24 plates. 18s.) London: J. & A.
Churchill. 1954.
Two paediatricians who have become parents have

formidable authority for writing of their experiences, and
it was to be expected that these authors would add to the
massive library of advice that already exists to help
parents with the upbringing of their children.
The advice given in this book has been thoughtfully

pondered and given with due gravity. There are
particularly excellent chapters on the pattern of develop-
ment and the behaviour difficulties of childhood, which
between them occupy most of the book.
The writing is straightforward and simple with only

occasional difficult passages, though few intelligent
mothers would have the patience to unravel the instruc-
tions on 'How to Work Out the Quantity' on pp. 78
and 79, which together with the relevant Tables 4 to 6
will surely need recasting. The illustrative sketches are
apt and diverting, and the photographs, many by
Professor Illingworth himself, are magnificent, and
redeem the book of its lack of humour. Where the text
drives home its points with almost deadening reiteration,
the photographs, technically of professional quality,
catch moments of childhood aggression, pathos and
charm with sensibility and streaks of sardonic humour.

Parents will work their way through this book, and
be greatly helped in their task.

Pre-School Child Mortality in the Netherlands. By
H. H. VAN GELDEREN. Translated by P. Vuysje and
W. Mulhall Corbet. (P. viii + 138; 55 tables and
22 figures. Florins 9.-) Leiden: Stenfert Kroese.
1955.
This is a very good general and statistical survey of

pre-school mortality. It is full of clear and concise
statement, together with carefully checked data. The
author has gone back a long way so that he may see true
trends and comparative mortality rates, and he indicates
that the decline in pre-school child mortality has been
achieved much more by the relatively slow progress of
increasing social consciousness and improvement in
social conditions than by the apparently more spec-
tacular results of curative medicine. In this respect he
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