
BOOK REVIEWS

Precis de Genetique MMdicale. By MAURICE Lamy. (Pp.
256; 108 figures and 38 tables. Fr. Frs. 1,800.). Paris:
G. Doin. 1952.
The advances in medical genetics in the past 10 years

have made it necessary for Professor Lamy to write a new
book rather than a third edition of his earlier book. Once
again he has given an admirably clear and complete
account of those aspects of human genetics which are of
interest to the medical practitioner in little over 200 pages.
In particular the mathematical side of the subject is
simply and lucidly explained. Simple Mendelism,
variability in gene manifestation, polyfactorial inherit-
ance, mutation and eugenics are all discussed. There is
also a chapter giving a brief panaroma of the genetics of
disease and, at the end, a brief account of statistics.
Anyone who has the courage to write a book on a

subject which is at an early stage of development lays
himself open to criticism. The chapter on mutation would
be better perhaps earlier in the book and should have been
given greater emphasis; it is the constant tendency of
germ-plasm to deteriorate by mutation, at times pro-
ducing a recognizable disease, at times perhaps a mere
reduction in vitality, that makes human genetics more
than an academic exercise. The old survey on which the
gloomy prognosis for the children of cousin marriages is
based should not have been quoted. Although no more
acceptable survey is available, it is surely a matter of
common experience that the proportion of defective
children in such marriages is not as high as 30%. The
English reader will be startled to see eugenics discussed
in terms of sterilization and advice against marriage,
with no mention of the more practical method of
achieving differences in fertility by voluntary family
planning. The graphs showing the effect produced on the
frequency of dominant recessive disorders, if those who
possessed them did not reproduce, are more useful if read
backwards. If a disease is at all serious natural selection
is already keeping its incidence somewhere near the limit
set by the mutation rate. But read backwards the charts
show the rate at which the disease will increase in
frequency if natural selection is reduced by an effective
treatment and no artificial selection is substituted; it is
this aspect which will be important practically.
The references contain some surprising omissions, such

as that of Dukes on the inheritance of multiple intestinal
polyposis and of Fogh-Andersen on hare-lip and cleft
palate.
These criticisms are, however, all on matters of opinion

and emphasis rather than fact. Professor Lamy acknow-
ledges his debt to the books of Roberts and Stem, but the
medical practitioner who reads French fluently will
probably find this book an easier introduction than any
written in English.

When the book is reprinted the undue numbers of mis-
prints should be corrected; besides the listed errata,
these include two pedigrees printed upside down and a
remarkable Teutonic spelling of the surname Fisher and
the town of Shrewsbury.

Chirurgie du Nouveau-ne et du Nourrisson. By BERNARD
DUHAMEL. (Pp. 308; 158 figures. Fr. Frs. 1,920.)
Paris: Masson et Cie. 1953.
Some of the chapters were written for a book by the

late Professor Leveuf and had been approved by hin,
while his successor, Professor Fevre has contributed the
foreword. The book, therefore, gives an account of the
practice of the infant surgical clinic of the H6pital des
Enfants Malades (Paris) and for.that reason alone is
worthy of study. In the introductory chapters the author
discusses the pre- and post-operative care of the young
infant and the methods of anaesthesia, and rightly
emphasizes the need for the development of special
centres for this type of surgery.

In the next section, under the heading 'asphyxial syn-
dromes and disorders of deglutition', the author includes
sections on oesophageal atresia and postero-lateral
diaphragmatic hernia. The next section, on congenital
occlusions of the alimentary tract, also follows the
usual teaching of to-day. The classification of ano-rectal
atresias and fistulae does not seem to be an improvement
on that of Ladd and Gross, but the advocacy of the more
frequent use of abdomino-perineal procedures conform
with the views of many paediatric surgeons in this
country.
The modern interest in hiatus hernia is shown by this

section, occupying 28 pages in comparison with the
eight pages allocated to pyloric stenosis.

In the treatment of acute intussusception, Duhamel
prefers to employ barium enema under general anaes-
thesia, but he admits that proof of reduction cannot be
obtained and, therefore, reduction is confirmed by a small
incision in the right iliac fossa. It is illogical to compare
the mortality rate of those reduced by enema and those
reduced at operation when barium enema has already
failed. It is unlikely that many British surgeons will be
converted to this method of barium enema reduction,
which failed in 60% of the patients treated by this
means.
These are minor criticisms and the book should be of

interest to all who are interested in the surgery of infancy
because it is a frank account of the author's own experi-
ence as well as that of the clinics in which he works. Some
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266 ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD
of the line drawings lack clarity but the radiographs are
well reproduced and well chosen.

Advances in Pediatrics, Volume VI. Edited by S. Z.
LEVINE. (Pp. 323; 58s.; $7.00.) Chicago: The Year
Book Publishers. Distributed in Great Britain by
Interscience Publishers, Ltd. 1953.
It is as much a pleasure to welcome the sixth volume

of this well-known series as its forerunners. It contains
seven monographs by acknowledged authorities and
each section can be taken as an up-to-the-minute sum-
mary of its subject.
The subjects dealt with in this volume are lympho-

sarcoma in childhood, an interesting excursion into
preventive pre-natal paediatrics, intestinal obstruction in
the neonatal period, haemolytic disease of the newborn,
pulmonary pathology in the newborn, the lipoidoses and
megaloblastic anaemia of infancy. On each of these
widely divergent topics the same high standard of
thoroughness and clarity is maintained and no one
could fail to read any of the sections with interest and
profit. If one note of regret may be sounded it is that
whereas in Volume V three of the six monographs were
from Europe, in Volume VI only one out of seven is not a
United States product. It is to be hoped that in future
volumes of this valuable series a better geographical
balance may obtain.

Pdiatrie. By ROBERT DEBR9 and MARCEL LELONG, with
the collaboration of STEPHANIE THIEFFRY and JEAN
RIVRON and 36 others, 2 vols. (Pp. 2,234; Fr. Frs.
14,500.) Paris: Les Editions Medicales Flammarion.
1952.
This monumental work appears as one part of the

'collection medico-chirurgicale a revision annuelle' under
the general direction of Professor Pasteur Vallery-Radot,
and the loose-leaf system has been adopted. It will
be realized that the production of a system of paediatrics
within the framework of a complete system of medicine in
which separate volumes are devoted, for instance, to
infectious diseases, dermatology and the various organs,
is an undertaking of the first magnitude. Not only have
the contributions of some 40 authors to be fused into a
composite whole in so far as it is possible to distil 'une
Ame, une memoire, une pens6e collective' from 40
paediatricians, but a watchful eye must be kept on other
volumes in the larger series to avoid unnecessary repeti-
tion. In this formidable task Professors Debre and Lelong
have been singularly successful, and the product of their
labours is a scholarly and dignified work of reference
which should prove a major landmark in the French
paediatric literature. Admittedly some of the sections,
for example, the one devoted to coprology, are reminis-
cent of an earlier epoch of paediatrics, when the physician
would be accompanied on his ward round by a trolley
containing specimens of every patient's stool, but it is
perhaps a wholesome reminder that the doctor of today
should still use all his faculties including his sense of

smell. The arrangement of the sections is also in some
cases a little puzzling. Thus elementary generalizations
on congenital diseases are followed by a section devoted
to heat, cold, air and sun, and this in turn by a considera-
tion of the allergic constitution. A short bibliography is
appended to each section, and it may be felt that rather
more references might usefully have been given in a work
of this magnitude. Apart from these minor criticisms,
however, the authors are to be congratulated on both the
scope and content of these volumes. The illustrations are
well chosen and well produced, though not profuse, and
where radiographs of the chest are included, the admir-
able practice of appending a line diagram has been
followed.

Child Psychotherapy. By S. R. Slavson. (Pp. 332; 30s.)
Oxford University Press (London: Geoffrey Cumber-
lege). 1953.

Too few books have been written about the practice of
psychotherapy for children, perhaps because of the rapid
changes in technique which have developed in the last
few years; perhaps also because psychotherapy with
children must, to some extent, remain a personal relation-
ship with a highly individual quality which is difficult to
convey to a reader.
Among the newer techniques are those of group work,

largely pioneered by the author of the work under review.
For this reason it is disappointing that he devotes half the
book to theories which are largely derived by him from
Freudian analytic concepts. In places their description
lacks the clarity of the original, and the tendency to
introduce new terminology seems to add to this confusion.

It would have been of great value to learn more of the
actual techniques of group therapy, although the author
gives many references to others of his own works in this
field. We are told that groups are made up of some
children who are reckoned to be neutral within the
group, while others are (p. 282) 'selected for the role of
instigator in groups'. But we are not told how such
selection is made, nor by whom.

It is evident that group therapy is notfaute de mieux a
way of dealing with a lengthy waiting list. It is a method
of choice in certain cases, and one which places a high
value on both the diagnostic and the therapeutic possi-
bilities of social interaction. In spite of the neutral attitude
so essential in the therapist, it is perhaps evident that the
author is himself a vigorous and dynamic personality, and
that his methods are particularly difficult to convey in a
verbal account.

A Handbook on Diseases of Children. 7th edition. By
BRUCE WILLIAMSON. (Pp. 467; 103 figures. 21s.)
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1953.

The appearance of the seventh edition of this handbook
only two years after the publication of the sixth, shows
what a large demand there is for a textbook of paediatrics
not too expensive for the student's pocket, and almost
small enough to go in it.
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