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Infants commonly develop fever after vaccination, meaning distinguishing illness from postvaccine symptoms is challenging. C reactive-protein (CRP) is often measured in febrile infants for consideration of antibiotics to treat a bacterial infection1; however, a rise in CRP post vaccination was reported in healthy children in Canada and Korea.2 ,3 The median CRP after meningococcal B vaccination was 12 mg/L in UK children (peak 160 mg/L).4

We evaluated postvaccination CRP in infants enrolled in the Sanitation, Hygiene, Infant Nutrition Efficacy (SHINE) trial in Zimbabwe.5 At 6 weeks, infants received oral polio and rotavirus, injectable pneumococcal and pentavalent vaccines (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, Haemophilus influenzae B and hepatitis B). Infants had blood collected between 1 month and 3 months and were eligible if CRP was measured within 14 days of vaccination. A CRP rise usually peaks 3–5 days following infection; therefore, increases were expected within the first week since these include inactivated and … 
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