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The UK NHS responded to the COVID-19 pandemic from early 2020 by focusing all, bar indispensable services, on pandemic management. There are numerous reports of the adverse impact this diversion of resources has had on various health services, including cancer care. The degree to which childhood cancer services have been affected, including diagnostic delay, are less well documented. Such delays have been observed at presentation to primary and secondary care.1 2 Further delays may occur at any stage of a child’s diagnostic journey, including assessment and investigation by primary or secondary care, and delays to diagnostic work-up at tertiary level. The latter would seem to be particularly susceptible to the diversion of resources, as the initial management of children with cancer relies on the very … 
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