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Tocilizumab (a monoclonal antibody inhibiting interleukin-6) is used as standard of care in the treatment of severe COVID-19 pneumonia. This treatment is also prescribed on a case-by-case basis during pregnancy, despite limited data on the impact on the infant immune response.
Data from regular use of monoclonal antibodies during pregnancy are limited, but as they are actively transported across the placenta, concerns regarding immunosuppression in early infancy exist. Therefore, live vaccines are currently contraindicated in infants until 6 months of age in the case of antenatal exposure to monoclonal antibodies.1

The impact of antenatal exposure to anti-tumor necrosis factor (TNF) monoclonal antibodies was recently reviewed2 suggesting that however likely safe before that point, the BCG vaccination should be delayed to 6 … 
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