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A 3-year-old previously healthy boy presented with a fever (39.5°C), tonsillitis, cervical lymphadenopathy and epistaxis. Laboratory testing showed elevated C reactive protein (73 mg/L/695.2 nmol/L), leukocytosis (16 G/L), mild thrombocytopenia (138 G/L) and anaemia (haemoglobin 96 g/L). Within 24 hours, he developed gross haematuria and progressive irregular purpuric skin lesions affecting the lower extremities (figure 1), an elbow and genitals, typical of purpura fulminans. Antimicrobial therapy with third-generation cephalosporin and clindamycin was initiated. Laboratory testing for acute bacterial, fungal and viral infections was negative. Coagulation tests revealed disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) with … 
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