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Bronchiolitis is the most common cause for hospital admissions for young children. Predominantly, the causative agent is respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), which is transmitted similarly to SARS-CoV-2. The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic led to non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) to reduce the spread of the virus, including handwashing and social distancing. We took the opportunity to see how NPIs have impacted on RSV. We reviewed data retrospectively from children admitted to the Children’s Hospital for Wales (CHfW) between 1 October and 31 March from 2015 to 2021. Further details can be seen in our report.1

Over the five preceding winters to the 2020/2021 season, a total of 2922 patients presented with bronchiolitis after exclusion criteria was applied, with 1307 infants admitted to the hospital with bronchiolitis (44.7%). A total of 1214 swabs were taken and there was an average of 115 RSV positive swabs per season. In comparison, for the 2020/2021 seasons, 39 presented … 
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