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Counting outcomes beyond newborn survival
Ensuring every newborn survives and thrives requires ongoing attention to prevent the 2.5 million newborn deaths that occur worldwide every year and greater investment in measuring and improving long-term outcomes, beyond survival, especially for the most vulnerable small and sick newborns in low-income and middle-income countries (LMICs).1 The majority of newborn deaths worldwide occur in LMICs and are preventable.1 As efforts to reduce preventable newborn deaths continue and care for small and sick newborns is included in universal health coverage, more newborns will survive.1However, there are important knowledge gaps regarding long-term neurodevelopmental outcomes for many of the world’s 30 million newborns who are estimated to require specialised care in hospital every year.1 As such, better measurement of neurodevelopmental outcomes will become increasingly important as sensitive markers of quality of newborn care, to reduce preventable impairment and to inform best ongoing care for children with long-term neurodevelopmental complications.
For example, we know that retinopathy of prematurity is largely preventable with attention to appropriate use and monitoring of oxygen for small and sick neonates, surveillance and early intervention for ROP when it occurs. However, unless systems are in place to monitor for ROP, opportunities to prevent long-term impairment as a result of this condition will be missed and consequences will be more severe for children affected.
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