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    	Neonatology
	Pharmacology

Antibiotics represent the most prescribed therapeutic agents in childhood worldwide. The prevalence of antibiotic prescriptions differs across age, with preschool children being most exposed to antibiotic drugs.1
Quantitative and qualitative variability of antibiotic prescriptions exists between and within countries, both in hospitalised and in outpatient children.1 ,2
Few data are available concerning the pattern of antibiotic drug use in neonates. The most comprehensive study on this topic was performed within the framework of the ‘Antibiotic Resistance and Prescribing in European Children’ project. In a multinational point prevalence survey that involved a total of 73 hospitals in 23 countries, the overall percentage of hospitalised neonates treated with antibiotics was 28.4% (95% CI 26.3% to 30.5%), with a greater value reported in non-European (39.4%) versus European hospitals (22.8%). In Europe, the proportion of newborns receiving antibiotics ranged from 3% to 45% among neonatal intensive care units (NICUs). The rate was lower in level 2 (22%) and … 
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