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Instructions to authors

Papers for publication should be sent to the Editors,
Archives of Disease in Childhood, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR. Submission
of a paper will be held to imply that it contains
original work not being offered elsewhere or pub-
lished previously. Manuscripts should be prepared
in accordance with the Vancouver style.1 The
Editors retain the right to shorten the article or
make changes to conform with style and to improve
clarity.
For guidance on ethical aspects refer to the

editorial in this journal.2 All authors must sign the
copyright form.

Failure to adhere to any of these instructions may
result in delay in processing the manuscript and it
may be returned to the authors for correction before
being submitted to a referee.

General

* Authors must submit two copies of the manu-
script.

* Manuscripts must have a title page which gives
the title of the paper, the name of the author(s),
the place where the work was carried out, and the
address of the corresponding author. The authors
should include their family names and initials.
The number of authors should be kept to a
minimum and should include only those who have
made a contribution to the research: justification
should be made for more than five authors.
Acknowledgments should be limited to workers
whose courtesy or assistance has extended
beyond their paid work, and to supporting
organisations. Information about the availability
of reprints should be given at the end of the
references.

* The article and references must be typed in
double line spacing with a 5 cm margin on the left
side. The right hand margin should not be
justified. Pages should be numbered in the top
right hand comer.

* All measurements must be in SI units apart from
blood pressure measurements, which should be in
mm Hg and drugs in metric units.

* Abbreviations should be used rarely and should
be preceded by the words in full before the first
appearance.

* Any article may be submitted to outside peer

review and for statistical assessment. This may
take up to six weeks. Articles are usually pub-
lished within five months of the date of the final
acceptance of the manuscript.

* Twenty five reprints are supplied free; further
reprints may be ordered when the proof is
returned. Reprints take about two months to be
dispatched; those going overseas are sent by
surface mail.

* If the paper is rejected the manuscript and all
illustrations will normally be shredded.

Original articles

* The title should have no more than 10 words and
should not include the words 'child', 'children', or
'childhood' (already implicit in the title of the
journal).

* The summary should be no longer than 150 words
and should set out what was done, the main
findings, and their implications. Detailed statis-
tics such as p values should not be included.

Short reports

* Length must not exceed 900 words, including a
summary of less than 50 words, one or two small
tables or illustrations and up to six references.

* The title should be no longer than seven words.

Annotations

* Annotations are commissioned by the editors
who welcome suggestions for topics or authors.

Letters

* Letters must be typed in double line spacing,
should normally be no more than 300 words, and
have no more than four references and must be
signed by all authors. Letters may be published in
a shortened form at the discretion of the Editor.

Tables and illustrations

Tables should be submitted separately and typed in
double line spacing without ruled lines.
* Avoid histograms if possible.
* Illustrations should be used only when data

cannot be expressed clearly in any other way.
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When graphs are submitted the numerical data on
which they are based should be supplied.

* Illustrations should be no larger than single or
double column width-that is 7 cm or 14 5 cm in
width and be trimmed to remove all redundant
areas; the top should be marked on the back.

* Patients shown in photographs should have their
identity concealed or should give their written
consent to publication. Ultrasound scan pictures
should be arrowed on an overlay to indicate areas
of interest or should be accompanied by ex-
planatory line drawings.

* If any tables or illustrations submitted have been
published elsewhere, written consent to repub-
lication should be obtained by the author from
the copyright holder (usually the publisher) and
the authors.
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