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Notice to Contributors
Papers for publication should be sent to the Editors,
Archives of Disease in Childhood, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR. Submission of
a paper will be held to imply that it contains original
work not offered elsewhere or previously published.
Permission to republish must be obtained from the
Editors and the publishers.
For guidance on ethical aspects please refer to the

Editorial in this Journal (1978; 53: 441-2).
Manuscripts prepared in the Vancouver style

(BrMedJ 1982; 284: 1766-70) are acceptable.
Authors should check the following requirements

before submitting 2 copies ofthe paper:
(I) Scripts should be typed in double spacing.
(2) SI units are preferred. If old fashioned units are
used SI units should appear after in parentheses or,
for Tables and Figures, a conversion factor given as
a footnote.
(3) Title should be as brief as possible and should not
contain the words 'child', 'children', or 'childhood'
(already implicit in the title ofthe Journal).
(4) The number of authors should be kept to the
minimum and initials and family names used.
(5) Institution(s) where work was done to be stated.
(6) Summary should be typed on a separate sheet
saying briefly what was done and what was concluded.
(7) Acknowledgements should be limited to workers
whose courtesy or assistance has extended beyond
their paid work, and supporting organisations.
(8) Name and address of author supplying reprints to
be given at end of paper, or 'No reprints available'.
(9) Figures should be numbered, referred to in the
text, and provided with captions typed on a separate
sheet. (a) Diagrams: use thick, white paper and insert
lettering lightly in pencil. (b) Photographs (black and
white): on glossy paper, unmounted, and trimmed to
include only the relevant section. All lettering, etc.,
should be shown on a separate transparent sheet.
(10) Tables should be numbered, have titles, and be
typed on separate sheets. Please avoid large tables.
(11) References in the text should be numbered
consecutively the first time they are cited. The list
should be in the order in which the references are first
mentioned. (a) For papers: give names of all authors,
full title of paper, journal name, year of publication,
volume number, first and last page numbers.
Abbreviate titles of journals in accordance with the
list in the Index Medicus (January issue or Part 2 of
the cumulated volumes). (b) For books: give names
of all authors, full title- of chapter, names of all
editors, full title of book, volume and/or edition
number, first and last page numbers. publisher's name
and address, year ofpublication.

Short reports. Short papers, brief laboratory observa-
tions, and preliminary communications should be
submitted for this section. Single case reports will
usually only be considered in this form. Length must
not exceed two printed pages of text. In general this
will be less than 900 words, including a summary of
less than 50 words, one or two small Tables or
Figures, and up to six references. A report of a
negative-result trial, based on a reasonable hypo-
thesis, is more likely to gain acceptance if it is
submitted as a very short report of half that length.
Proofs. One page proof will be sent to the submitting
author.
Reprints. Twenty-five reprints are supplied free and
further reprints may be ordered when the proof is
returned.
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