
specific standardised tests in order to achieve effective neurode-
velopmental surveillance of this vulnerable population.
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TESTING ON BABIES WITH VISIBLE JAUNDICE BY
COMMUNITY MIDWIVES ON HOSPITAL REFERRALS
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Introduction Referrals of newborn babies with jaundice to
hospital has emotional and financial impact on parents and
increases work load of hospitals. We report results from a service
evaluation project looking at the introduction of transcutaneous
bilirubinometers (TsB) testing to community midwives using JM
103 TsB as recommended in NICE neonatal jaundice guideline
(CG 98).
Aim Assess impact of TsB to reduce avoidable hospital referral
by community midwifes.
Methodology A limited pilot project undertaken in 2013
showed that in the absence of TsB only 40% of babies referred
to hospital for neonatal jaundice were admitted. Average waiting
time before medical review was 255 min in paediatric assessment
units. With innovative project funding from the Welsh Govern-
ment the project team trained and equipped all 80 community
midwives in the Health Board with a TsB each from February
2014. A clear referral pathway was established and activity
recorded.
Results Data was collected on all babies reviewed by midwives
at home for a 6 month period between 01/02/2014 to 31/07/
2014 in the Health Board. Compliance of midwifes to protocol
was high. 5647 babies were reviewed by midwives, 1046 (19%)
were tested with TsB for visible jaundice and 63 (1%) were
referred to hospital. Of 48 babies audited 69% of those referred

were admitted and 54% received phototherapy. Average waiting
time reduced to a quarter at 58 min. Service was given a maxi-
mum satisfaction rating by most parents. JM 103 TsB was found
to be 100% specific in predicting need for hospital admission
(95% CI 78% –100%) and need for phototherapy (95% CI 84.4
–100%).
Conclusion Judiciously used TsB can half avoidable hospital
referrals and quarter waiting times for babies with neonatal jaun-
dice in first 2 weeks of life. This combined with immediate reas-
surance and a non invasive pain free test resulted in high parent
satisfaction scores. Financial benefits incur to parents from
reduced travel costs and to hospitals from reduced blood testing
and saved medical time.

G112 CHORIOAMNIONITIS IN PRETERM INFANTS IS NOT
ASSOCIATED WITH BRAIN SIZE AND MATURATION AT
TERM EQUIVALENT AGE
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Royal Women’s Hospital, Melbourne, Australia
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Introduction Chorioamnionitis is a risk factor for adverse neuro-
development in preterm infants but the effect on brain size or
maturation is unclear. This study aimed to determine the associa-
tion between perinatal characteristics and histological chorioam-
nionitis in a cohort of preterm infants. We also aimed to
establish the association between chorioamnionitis and brain size
and maturation.
Methods A large prospective cohort of preterm infants was
identified and data from placental histology reports were

Abstract G112 Table 1 Participant characteristics
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