





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 99, Issue Suppl 1 
	G307 The intergenerational effects of war on the health of children


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    International Child Health Group


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      G307 The intergenerational effects of war on the health of children
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	D Devakumar1, 
	M Birch2, 
	D Osrin1, 
	E Sondorp3, 
	JCK Wells4

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Institute for Global Health, University College, London, London, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Medact, London, UK

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Royal Tropical Institute, Amsterdam, Netherlands

	[bookmark: aff-4]4Nutrition Unit, Institute of Child Health, University College London, London, UK





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract



Background From physical injuries to mental scars, the adverse effects of war on the health of children have been well documented. Less well known is how exposure to war can propagate across generations, leading to morbidity in children yet to be born.





Aims To summarise the literature on the effects of war that endure to affect the next generation of children.





Methods Both published and grey literature were searched using the Medline, Embase and Psychinfo databases for the lasting effects of war. Where direct evidence was absent, we looked for evidence in similar non-conflict situations. Over 200 articles were reviewed and analysed.





Results There are numerous ways in which war can damage the health of children yet to be born, that mostly, though not exclusively, work via stresses to the mother. We collated evidence on four key areas: violence, mental health, infectious disease and nutrition, and considered how these may work in tandem. We also discussed the multiplicative effects of a predisposition to ill-health combined with on-going conflict when hostilities are prolonged.





Conclusions Research into the intergenerational effects of war is sparse, but as we have shown, an important factor to consider. We hope that the evidence laid out will stimulate research and contribute to the discussion of the costs of war; particularly in the longer-term in post-conflict situations in which interventions need to be sustained and adapted over many years. Based on the findings we suggest strategies to mitigate these long-lasting effects and recommend contemplating warfare through the lens of intergenerational justice, whereby those who resort to conflict should consider, and in some circumstances may be held accountable for, harms to the health of future generations.
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