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    Abstract


Background Sexually transmitted infections in children ought to raise concerns about sexual abuse. It is not known how frequently they are identified in the UK and Ireland, nor how well they are investigated.




Aims To measure the incidence, mode of presentation, investigations and child protection procedures among children under 13 years and over 12 months of age presenting with infections of Neisseria gonorrhoea, Treponema pallidum, Chlamydia trachomatis or Trichomonas vaginalis in the UK and Republic of Ireland.




Methods National surveillance study over 25 months through the British Paediatric Surveillance Unit. All consultant paediatricians in the UK and Republic of Ireland reported laboratory confirmed infections followed by a confidential questionnaire covering clinical details, investigation results and child protection outcomes.




Results Fifteen cases were reported, giving an overall incidence of these infections of 0.075 cases per 100 000 children per year. Most were identified because they presented with symptoms. Five cases presented with ophthalmic infection. Laboratory investigation and screening for other infections was adequate in most cases. Although only three cases of sexual abuse were confirmed in court or case conference, abuse was suspected in a further seven cases based on clinical factors, family or social history.




Conclusions Sexually transmitted infections in children, although rare, are generally well investigated. The findings support current guidance on the management of sexually transmitted infection in young children and the need to maintain a high index of suspicion for sexual abuse. Isolated ophthalmic infection with N gonorrhoeae and C trachomatis occurs beyond infancy, but the mode of transmission is unclear.
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