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    	Epidemiology
	SIDS



In England and Wales, the rate of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) has had a near eightfold decline, from 2.3 deaths per 1000 live births in 1988 to 0.3 in 2009.1 Most of this decline can be attributed to the ‘back to sleep’ campaign in 1991 which led to a 75% drop.2 From 1995, part of this fall could be attributed to the introduction of the classification of some deaths as ‘unascertained’.3 This has led to concerns being raised.

In 2004, a report of a working group convened by The Royal College of Pathologists and The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health chaired by Baroness Helena Kennedy recommended that deaths should no longer be recorded … 
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