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Results 868 notifications were received during the study period, 
365 unique reports met our case definition. The rest were either 
duplicates, non-cases or unable to verify. The first 46 non-cases 
where a questionnaire was also completed were evaluated.

18 (39%) had no CSF sample or culture result, 15 (33%) viral 
meningitis, 5 (11%) UTI, 4 (9%) sepsis, 3 (7%) was contaminant 
and 1 (2%) congenital hydrocephalus.

The median age (IQR) for the viral meningitis cases was 35.5 days 
(19–48), 10(67%) were male. The reported presenting features were 
fever 14 (93%), irritability 12 (80%), poor feeding 10 (66%), lethargy 8 
(53%), poor perfusion 7 (47%), vomiting 2 (15%) and comatose 1(7%).

The median (IQR) CSF white cell count and CSF protein for the 
viral meningitis cases was 334/mm3 (120–475) and 0.85g/L (0.59–
1.28) respectively.

Overall, two deaths were observed (one was a premature baby 
with multiple problems and the other died of Coxsackie meningitis).
Conclusion We have been able to evaluate the clinical features of 
viral meningitis in this age group

Further analysis needs to be done to compare the viral meningitis 
with the bacterial cases.

Using a Child-Friendly sUrvey to obtain FeedbaCk 
aboUt the hospital experienCe oF yoUng inpatients
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Aims The research aimed to obtain feedback from young hospital 
inpatients in a manner appropriate for their age and ability, to help 
NHS Trusts identify how they could make improvements in their 
paediatric services.
Methods A paediatric inpatient questionnaire was designed and 
piloted in 2010, focusing on the aspects of care that children and 
young people say are most important. The self-completion ques-
tionnaire is aimed at children (and their parents) aged 0–16 years, 
and is offered annually to NHS Trusts in England. 15 Trusts partici-
pated in the 2012 survey, which sampled patients discharged from 
hospital during February 2012. Questionnaires were posted to the 
home addresses of 850 patients/parents at each Trust, with two 
reminders being mailed to non-responders.
Results The overall response rate to the survey across all participat-
ing trusts was 34% and demonstrated a high degree of child involve-
ment and completion. Children and their parents reported room for 
improvement with the amount of privacy they were given in hospi-
tal, involvement in decisions and the quality of hospital food. In con-
trast, NHS Trusts performed well on hospital cleanliness and 
overnight facilities for parents. Children had a preference to stay on a 
ward with others of a similar age, whereas same-sex wards were less 
important. The survey also revealed some differences in the views of 
parents and children, for example children were less likely than par-
ents to feel that the hospital ward was well suited to their age group.
Conclusion The survey highlighted where there was most room 
for improving paediatric inpatient experience. The research demon-
strated that children are willing and able to express their views and 
should be consulted about their healthcare experiences. For some 
question areas the views of children were shown to differ to that of 
parents. This emphasises the importance of speaking to children 
directly, and discourages using parent views alone as a basis for 
delivering care to children and young people.

is there a Case to emphasise the Use oF lUsCombe 
FormUla instead oF the advanCed paediatriC 
liFe sUpport CoUrse FormUla For the paediatriC 
Weight CalCUlation?
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Aim To validate Luscombe’s formula (LF) for paediatric weight cal-
culation comparing with the measured weight and the calculated 
weight by the Advanced Paediatric Life Support (APLS) formula and 
applying it to various emergency treatment doses .
Methodology The study was conducted by prospectively measur-
ing the weight of all children attending our outpatient department, 
day unit and observation and assessment unit. The weight of chil-
dren between the ages of 1 year to 10 years was included but any 
children with severe health problems and eating disorders were 
excluded from the study. The weights were calculated using both 
Luscombes weight formula and APLS formula and compared with 
the measured weight.
Results Out of a total of 156 children, 102 were between the 
ages of 1 to 10 years. 9 of them were excluded in view of chronic 
health problems of significance and 93 children were included in 
the study. The mean measured weight in this group was 17.27 kgs 
while the mean of calculated weight by Luscombes formula was 
18.89 kgs and by APLS formula was 15.9kgs, with the calculated 
means being within 10% deviation from the measured weight. 
The minimum measured weight was 8.45kgs and the maximum 
measured weight was 34.9 kgs. The minimum calculated weight 
by LF was 10kgs and the maximum was 34kgs, while the 
 minimum calculated weight by APLS formula was 10kgs and the 
maximum was 28kgs all of which were within the normal 
 distribution.

If we apply all the three mean weights practically in resuscita-
tion the dose of adrenaline (1.7ml, 1.9ml and 1.6 ml of 1 in 1000) 
and shock do not vary significantly, but there is variation in the dose 
of Intravenous fluid bolus 345ml, 378 ml and 314 ml and Intrave-
nous ceftriaxone based on the means of the measured weight and 
calculated weights based on LF and APLS formula.
Conclusion Both APLS formula and Luscombe formula provide 
guidance to calculate weight, in emergency to resuscitate the child 
with a difference of 7 to 10% from measured weight .

a stUdy oF the pattern oF attendanCe and parent 
satisFaCtion in a paediatriC assessment Unit
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Aims In many UK hospitals, the Paediatric Assessment Unit (PAU) 
is part of the acute paediatric ward setting that receives acutely 
unwell children referred from a number of sources. This study aims 
to investigate the pattern of attendance to a PAU at a large District 
General hospital in the northwest and explores parents’ satisfaction 
with the services provided, with the ultimate aim of improving the 
provision of such services.
Methods A retrospective study analysed patient admissions to 
the PAU, between August 2011 and May 2012, using data from an 
electronic database (n = 5456). In addition, a questionnaire was 
devised to measure parent satisfaction with the services offered. 
One hundred and nineteen parents who accompanied their chil-
dren filled the questionnaire in the period between 21st May and 
13th June 2012 (n = 119).
Results The mean age of children attending the PAU was 4.5 years. 
More children attended the PAU on weekdays than weekends, with 
Monday and Tuesday having the highest rates of attendance. The 
busiest times were from 17:00–22:00 hours. Despite a mean length 
of stay of 3.6 hours, parents were generally satisfied with this time 
(62%). Almost all parents were satisfied with the level of care pro-
vided (83.8%). Although the majority were also satisfied with the 
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