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    Abstract

Gastrointestinal tract duplication cysts are rare congenital malformations, usually presenting in infancy or early childhood with a variety of symptoms within the GI tract. Sources of GI bleeding can present a diagnostic dilemma despite conventional radiological & endoscopic investigations. We present an unusual case of a 13 year old boy, who presented with an acute abdomen and malaena with contrasting radiological and operative findings.

A 13 year old boy was referred to our hospital with a 2 week history of severe central abdominal pain and 2 episodes of malaena. On assessment he appeared well and was haemodynamically stable. On physical examination his abdomen was tender centrally. Digital rectal examination was normal. Blood tests revealed a Haemoglobin of 7.2 with a MCV of 58.3. Abdominal X-ray showed faecal loading.

An ultrasound scan of his abdomen found an abnormally dilated fluid-filled loop in the right iliac fossa extending into the pelvis. An MRI scan with Haste sequences was undertaken for additional clarity, and this favoured a Meckel's appearance.

A laparotomy revealed a large 30 cm long cystic lesion in the mesentery of the ileum. The ileum was extremely adherent to this cyst, thus en bloc ileal resection was performed with primary anastomosis. The boy was discharged uneventfully on post-operative day 3.

Histology confirmed a congenital duplication cyst with heterotopic gastric glands. This demonstrated an area of haemorrhage subserosally.

Alimentary tract duplications are rare childhood anomalies, but may cause intestinal obstruction, intussusception, haemorrhage or perforation. They are most commonly located in the ileum, but can occur anywhere from pharynx to rectum. They are lined by intestinal tract mucosa and share a common smooth muscle wall and blood supply with adjacent bowel wall, with which they can communicate. Malignant change has rarely been reported in adults, in particular within rectal duplication cysts. The duplication cyst attached to this boy's ileum revealed gastric mucosa, which contains acid-secreting parietal cells resulting in peptic-ulcer type ulceration and bleeding.

Intestinal duplication cysts should be considered in the differential diagnosis of GI bleeding in children. Complete excision is the treatment of choice.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/archdischild-2012-301885.36

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Image quiz
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2044Print ISSN: 0003-9888

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


