





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 96, Issue Suppl 1 
	Social determiants of parent-child interaction in the UK


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    British Association for Community Child Health (BACCH) / Child Public Health Interest Group


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Social determiants of parent-child interaction in the UK
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	R L Brocklebank, 
	H Bedford, 
	L Griffiths

	[bookmark: aff-1]Institute of Child Health, London, UK





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract



Background Research has shown that activities such as play and reading are beneficial for the development of a child. This study examined the social and demographic characteristics of mothers who play with, read to and tell stories to their child, using data from the UK-wide Millennium Cohort Study (MCS).





Methods Data were obtained from 14 034 mothers of singleton 5-year-old children. Using data from the first and third sweeps of the MCS, this study examined how often mothers engaged with their child in playing, reading and telling stories, and on their social and demographic characteristics: ethnicity, socioeconomic status, highest academic qualification, lone mother status, age at birth of cohort child, number of children and employment status. Adjusted logistic regression analyses were conducted using Stata.





Results When their children were 5 years old, 22% of mothers reported playing with their child daily, 51.3% reading daily and 13.2% telling stories everyday (tables 1–4). Indian, Pakistani and Black mothers were less likely to play and read to their child daily compared with White mothers and those with more than one child were less likely to engage daily in any of the three activities studied. Mothers aged 14–24 years of age when the cohort child was born were significantly more likely to report playing everyday than mothers in the oldest age category (35+). The same applied to those in the employment categories ‘on leave’, unemployed or students compared with mothers in full-time employment. Mothers in the lower socioeconomic groups compared with those in managerial and professional occupations were less likely to read everyday, the same applied to mothers with academic achievements lower than a degree. Mothers who worked part-time and those who were ‘on-leave’, self-employed, students or unemployed were all more likely to report reading everyday than mothers who worked full-time.

View this table:	View inline
	View popup



Abstract G1 Table 1 Frequencies used in this study of all mothers playing with, reading to and telling stories to their child*
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Abstract G1 Table 2 Weighted percentages, total N, OR and 95% CI for all mothers playing with their child




View this table:	View inline
	View popup



Abstract G1 Table 3 Weighted percentages, total N, OR and 95% CI for all mothers who read to their child
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Abstract G1 Table 4 Weighted percentages, total N, OR and 95% CI for all mothers who tell stories to their child








Conclusions There are significant inequalities in the frequency of playing, reading and telling stories according to socio-demographic characteristics. This information can be used to target vulnerable children using established initiatives for example, Bookstart and Sure Start to promote mothers playing, reading and telling stories to their children.
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