





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 96, Issue 8 
	Lucina


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Miscellanea


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Lucina


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Lucina
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/archdischild-2011-300494

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Genes survive for a long time (hence the selfish gene) and modern genetics does not lack in ingenuity or curiosity. Charles Byrne (also known as O’Brien) was an Irishman born in 1761. When he died at the age of 22 he was 7 feet 7 inches (231 cm) tall. His body was bought by John Hunter in 1783 and the skeleton is still in the Hunterian Museum at the Royal College of Surgeons in London. In 1909 Harvey Cushing and the museum's curator, Sir Arthur Keith, opened the skull and found an enlarged pituitary fossa; they concluded that Byrne must have had a pituitary adenoma. A contemporary drawing of Byrne shows him with a pair of very tall twins who were probably related to him. In a current cohort of 140 families with familial isolated pituitary adenoma there are four families from Northern Ireland who each have the same mutation in the aryl hydrocarbon-interacting protein gene (AIP) that predisposes to pituitary adenoma causing gigantism or acromegaly. Now an international team based on the UK has reported having extracted DNA from Byrne's teeth and finding an AIP mutation (New England Journal of Medicine 2011;364:43–50). The same mutation was found in the four families from Northern Ireland. They calculated that Byrne and the Northern Irish families must have shared a common ancestor some 57–66 generations, or 1425–1650 years, … 
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