





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 95, Issue 6 
	‘Ethnicity testing’ before adoption: a help or hindrance?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Leading article


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      ‘Ethnicity testing’ before adoption: a help or hindrance?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	A M Lucassen1, 
	C M Hill2, 
	R Wheeler3

	1Wessex Clinical Genetics Service and University of Southampton, School of Medicine, Southampton, UK

	2University of Southampton, Southampton, UK

	3Wessex Regional Centre for Paediatric Surgery, Southampton University Hospitals Trust, Southampton, UK


	Correspondence to Professor Anneke Lucassen, Wessex Clinical Genetics Service and University of Southampton, Princess Anne Hospital, MP105, Level G, Southampton SO16 5YA, UK; annekel{at}soton.ac.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/adc.2009.168989

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Several different companies now sell ‘DNA ancestry’ or ‘ethnicity’ testing kits via the internet. A small sample of a person's blood or saliva can be sent via the post, its DNA extracted and a panel of polymorphic genetic markers can be analysed. This information is then used to provide a breakdown of a person's ‘racial origins’ by categorising someone as a percentage of their ancestry that is African, East Asian, Native American or European. While these kits have proved very popular with adults interested in genealogy, we have recently become aware of their use in adoption and fostering cases in attempts to determine a child's ethnicity. We believe such use is inappropriate and indicates a misunderstanding of the concept of ethnicity and the technical limitations of such genetic tests. It is recommended that extreme caution must be exercised in their use for any adoption and fostering decisions.
The last few years have seen an explosion of companies offering ‘DNA ancestry’ or ‘ethnicity’ testing using a variety of polymorphic genetic markers. Several different companies offer to analyse a person's DNA from a blood or saliva sample and offer to provide a breakdown of ‘racial origins’ by categorising someone as a percentage of their ancestry that is African, East Asian, Native American or European. These tests have proved popular with those interested in genealogy and sales in the order of several tens of thousands in the UK and nearly half a million in the USA make this a profitable commercial exercise. More recently, several authors have urged caution in the interpretation and use of these tests, and an editorial in the journal Science1 called for others to make position statements outlining … 
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