





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Archives of Disease in Childhood]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 93, Issue Suppl 1 
	Mental health


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstracts


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Mental health
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    MEN/THUR/01 EXPERIENCE WITH ATOMOXETINE (STRATTERA) IN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS WITH ATTENTION DEFICIT/HYPERACTIVITY DISORDER
S Banerjee. East Kent Hospitals NHS Trust, School and Child Health, Ramsgate, Kent, UK
Introduction: When drug treatment for attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is considered appropriate, methylphenidate, atomoxetine and dexamfetamine are recommended, within their licensed indications.1



  




Aims and Objectives: To evaluate the current practice in the use of atomoxetine in ADHD clinics in East Kent.
Method: An audit of the three ADHD clinics in East Kent Hospitals NHS Trust. Children aged between 6 and 17 years, who presented within the normal course of care and were prescribed atomoxetine, were included in this study.
Results: There were 64 children, predominantly boys (58; 90.62%). 39 (60.94%) children were in secondary school. The mean age was 12 years and 2 months. 32 children had comorbidities. Atomoxetine was used “off-label” in two adolescents with chronic motor tic disorder and in nocturnal enuresis. 31 (48.44%) children were treatment naive. 15 (23.44%) children were on a combination of stimulants and atomoxetine. The reasons for the switch from stimulants to atomoxetine were: stimulants not effective throughout day and night; more emotional; unsettled in the evenings; decreased appetite; increased aggression; disturbed sleep and increased tics. Comorbid conditions were noted in up to a third of patients. The maintenance dose of atomoxetine ranged from 0.4 to 1.8 mg/kg per day. Atomoxetine was stopped in 14 children, including six (9.37%) children due to side-effects, it was not effective in four (6.25%) and four children were non-compliant. Increased aggression was reported in five (7.8%).
Conclusion: Atomoxetine provides a useful alternative to traditional ADHD therapy with stimulants. It appears to be effective in ADHD and comorbid conditions. Increased aggression was an important side effect leading to the discontinuation of atomoxetine. There is a wide variation in the maintenance dose. More clinical experience is needed to define the role of atomoxetine in … 
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