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    The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) has marked 18 November 2008 as the first of the proposed annual European Union (EU) Antibiotic Awareness Days in an attempt to improve the use of antibiotics by families and professionals.
Antibiotics are the most common medicines given to children. In the UK, there are around 6 million antibiotic prescriptions for children each year, the majority given unnecessarily for viral upper respiratory tract infections.1 There is clear evidence linking antibiotic resistance to prescribing, with a possible threshold effect beyond which high prescribing can select resistant isolates.2 Factors such as duration of treatment, dose and class of selected antibiotic3 are important in the resistance chain, along with host susceptibility and pathogen transmissibility.4 Children are an excellent environment for the selection of resistant bacterial pathogens after recent antibiotic use, particularly in day care. As recent studies have suggested, the individual child can host resistant pathogens after antibiotic use for up to 3 months, which is sufficient to sustain a high level of antibiotic resistance in the general population.5 If the amount of antibiotics prescribed in children could be reduced, selection and transmission of resistant strains should occur less often, with an effect on the general population. Is Europe responding to this challenge?



  




Surveillance of antimicrobial consumption in European children is currently surprisingly poor and not systematic. European organisations such as ESAC (European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Consumption) and EARSS (European Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System) collect some excellent data on antibiotic consumption and resistance in the adult population of Europe, but provide very limited paediatric country-specific and age-specific data. In adults, there is very significant variation in antibiotic use across Europe. In a study recently published by ESAC, total outpatient antibiotic use in 2003 varied by a factor of 3 … 



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Funding: NS’s post is funded by the European Society for Paediatric Infectious Diseases (ESPID).

	Competing interests: MS is a member of the UK Department of Health’s Expert Advisory Committee on Antimicrobial Resistance and Healthcare Associated Infection (ARHAI).





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	CorrectionsCORRECTIONS

BMJ Publishing Group Ltd and Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health


Archives of Disease in Childhood 2008; 93 1079-1079   Published Online First:  21 Nov 2008. doi: 10.1136/adc.2008.149625corr1 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Image quiz
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2044Print ISSN: 0003-9888

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


