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    Perspective on the paper by Reinehr et al (see page 1067)

Koch and Pasteur provided modern medicine with its primary model of disease – that it has a specific and organic cause. Treatment is generally developed from an understanding of that agent of causation. Generations of medical students have been taught the causes of disease in their pathology classes: genetic, infection, trauma and so on. But for some situations such a model is inadequate. The boundaries between normality and abnormality blur, and can be situational and dependent on when and where an individual lives. Persistence of intestinal lactase function was the co-evolutionary outcome when groups of Homo sapiens started herding cattle and using their milk for food.1 So while northern Europeans and some Africans see lactase intolerance as a disease, and the label implies as much, for much of humanity non-persistence of lactase activity is the evolutionary norm and of no significance in a world, historically at least, largely free of cows’ milk. So we have a problem in defining disease – the answer may indeed be contextual.
The “metabolic syndrome” is a term often given to a multisystem cluster of cardiovascular risk factors, including central obesity, glucose intolerance, dyslipidaemia and hypertension, associated with endothelial dysfunction and insulin resistance. The use of the term has been debated,2 3 in no small part because the failure to identify a single causative agent has suggested to critics that it is merely the accidental co-clustering of common abnormalities, and this uncertainty is reflected in the numerous and various definitions of the syndrome that are found in the literature. In this issue of the journal, Reinehr and colleagues use eight different definitions of metabolic syndrome to ascertain the prevalence of … 



  







View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests: None.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	PrécisA brief digest of the December issue

BMJ Publishing Group Ltd and Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health


Archives of Disease in Childhood 2007; 92 e12-e12   Published Online First:  21 Nov 2007. 



	AtomsAtoms

Howard Bauchner


Archives of Disease in Childhood 2007; 92 1051-1051   Published Online First:  21 Nov 2007. 



	Original articleComparison of metabolic syndrome prevalence using eight different definitions: a critical approach

Thomas Reinehr
Gideon de Sousa
André Michael Toschke
Werner Andler


Archives of Disease in Childhood 2007; 92 1067-1072   Published Online First:  14 Feb 2007. doi: 10.1136/adc.2006.104588 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Image quiz
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2044Print ISSN: 0003-9888

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


