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individual character of many childhood
deaths. Illustrations are of uniformly high
quality and informative. Discussion on the
pathophysiology of death, especially in cir-
cumstances where the mechanism is less
obvious or uncertain is important, recognising
as it does, that the presence of sometimes
major pathology does not always readily
explain death.

Ambitiously, the authors aim to be com-
prehensive in the range of conditions and
diseases covered, and intentionally give
prominence to the arcane. Descriptions are
generally brief, and the book assumes that
wider paediatric perspective is already held by
the reader. Sometimes, the brevity is frustrat-
ing and amounts to little more than an indica-
tion that a particular entity can cause sudden
death together with a single reference.
Nevertheless, the 'listing' of possible rare
causes, sometimes within the text, even if it
means a prompt visit to the library, is valu-
able. Could I have put together 46 causes of
childhood cerebrovascular accident? Probably
not. It should ensure this text is browsed
before, as well as after, a visit to the post-
mortem room.

Byard and Cohle have produced a con-
densed summary of the pathology of sudden
childhood death that is a valuable new
addition to the literature. The investigation
of paediatric sudden death is a specialist
procedure and often straddles the border
between paediatric and forensic pathology.
This book highlights this and, for the UK at
least, in the light of the events in Grantham
and the 'Beverley Allitt' inquiry, could hardly
be more topical.

STEVEN GOULD
Consutant paediatric pathologist

Handbook of Pediatric Neurology and
Neurosurgery. By Sarah Gaskill and Arthur
Malin. (Pp 252; £27 paperback.) Churchill
Livingstone (Little, Brown), 1993. ISBN
0-316-54639-9.

Paediatric neurosciences have seen a flurry of
new textbooks in the past few years. There is
a place for a short textbook of paediatric
neurology and neurosurgery, aimed at junior

medical staff training in the specialties of
paediatrics and neurosurgery. A handbook
should be a pocket sized text covering the
important disorders dealt with by a particular
specialty with particular emphasis on man-
agement. In the preface, this book sets out to
'cover the basics of clinical paediatric neuro-
science from the developing embryo through
childhood and adolescence'. In doing this it
tries to be an abbreviated textbook rather than
a handbook. The chapter layout is disjointed.
Chapter 1 appropriately begins with embryol-
ogy; however, discussion of congenital brain
malformations does not occur until chapter 6.
Peripheral neuropathy finds itself sandwiched
between spinal cord injury and childhood
headaches, and the neuromuscular disorders
are sandwiched between the degenerative
diseases and craniostenosis.
The authors may wish this book to be used

as a simple reference text. It is possible to look
up any one of a large number of neurological
conditions. There are no appropriate refer-
ences, even to major review articles or text-
books, which I consider to be a major failing.
Various tables are reproduced within the text
without an indication of the source.
The presentation of information within the

book is unsatisfactory. Many short textbooks
are produced for individuals taking various
higher medical examinations. It is common
for these to produce information in list form,
a trend this book tends to follow, making for
tedious reading and lack of discussion. There
are some sloppy errors in the text, for example
chapter 3, on neurological examination,
informs us that 'listening to the child speak
allows for the detection of dysphagia'. This
chapter also tells us that gross vision can be
tested, with object naming, before 4 years of
age with no discussion about some of the dif-
ficulties encountered attempting to check
vision in very young children or the various
techniques developed to overcome these diffi-
culties. In chapter 32 adrenoleukodystrophy
is described as an X linked recessive disorder
occurring only in males. We are later told
that up to 40% of female carriers develop a
mild peripheral neuropathy or spastic
paraparesis.

There is a place for a handbook of
paediatric neurology and neurosurgery but
this book does not meet the need and there-

fore I cannot recommend it to the readers of
this journal.

M A McSHANE
Consultant in paediatric neurology

Child Care Law for Health Professionals.
By Judith Hendrick. (Pp 168; £12.50
hardback.) Radcliffe Medical Press Ltd,
1993. ISBN 1-870905-29-6.

There can be no question that the most
significant alteration in the law relating to
children and adolescents in this century has
been the 1989 Children Act. This legislation
aimed to have a dual purpose: firstly to
correct the irregularities that have been
increasingly identified and secondly to reflect
a sea change in the importance that society
places on the views and wishes of children
themselves.

As with most legislation, the Children Act
is lengthy and difficult for the non-legally
trained person to understand. It is a pleasure,
therefore, to be presented with a book such as
this, by Dr Hendrick, an academic lawyer in
Oxford, which sets out the legal position in 13
chapters, which are easily comprehensible.
The book is beautifully laid out and

makes extensive use of case studies to
clarify key areas of management under the
new act. The case studies used range from the
straightforward situations which occur daily
throughout the country to those which are
much rarer but represent a crisis for health
care professionals (for example, when
Jehovah's Witnesses refuse to allow their
children to receive blood products).
A particular strength of the book is its

handling of issues of parental responsibility,
the rights of parents, and the grounds for the
issuing of care orders.

This book is likely to be of interest to all
health care professionals involved in the care
of children and adolescents and will be an
invaluable reference book for those involved
in the legal aspects of children's care on either
a regular or occasional basis. It is simple to
find one's way around and it is thoroughly
recommended.

ELIZABETH KENYON
Senior registrar in child and adokscent psychiatry
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