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Editorial

The shape and design of the journal have changed this
month. About 60 years ago, when the journal was first pub-
lished, paper was manufactured in sheets and the standard
size of a page was called crown quarto. We continued to use
this size despite the introduction of paper produced and
printed as a continuous roll, and the adoption of the A4
format as the standard size by our younger sister paediatric
journals. We have changed the shape of the journal because
it provides several advantages to the author and reader. The
larger page has five vertical grids and allows the printing of
tables and illustrations of different sizes more flexibly.
There is now a greater chance of tables appearing on the
same or facing page as the relevant text. More original data
are being published and we hope to avoid the wide tables
that are printed vertically and irritate the reader. The larger
cover will provide the space for the increasing numbers of
titles.
The Archives of Disease in Childhood was the first of the

specialist journals published by the British Medical Associa-
tion and each journal has developed a layout that has
depended on the foibles of the editorial committee. This
personal flavour is attractive to the reader, but provides
difficulties for the keyboard operator at the printers who
may have to set articles from several different journals
within a day. Technical editors may change posts and the
initiation of a new incumbent may be traumatic. The new
design of the journal has been adopted by all the other
specialist journals in the publishing house, and we hope that
this uniformity will be as successful as the introduction of
the Vancouver style for references.

In contrast with the abrupt change in the appearance of
the journal, changes in philosophy have been introduced
slowly. Our editorial committee has met yearly to audit the
quality of published material and to provide fresh ideas.
Each year we publish more pages and this has enabled us to
publish a similar proportion of the submitted articles and

also provide a substantial number of review articles, which
allow specialists to become aware of developments in other
fields. The increased number of pages has allowed us to
accept papers of high quality and originality that may appeal
to only a small proportion of our readers. We no longer
expect that every article will be read, or understood, by all
our subscribers. The introduction of associate editors and
the statistical assessment of all papers before acceptance has
helped us to select papers in the specialised areas. One of the
suggestions of the editorial board which we implemented in
1989 was a deletion of the subheading 'short reports' on the
cover. It was pointed out that the short reports were original
articles and that this subheading was superfluous and deni-
grating. We are still willing to publish papers in the short
report format but single case reports must contain novel
material.

Although peer review has been the basis for decisions on
medical publications for many years, the review process has
not received detailed assessment. The first international
congress on peer review was held in May in Chicago
prompted by A Difficult Balance.' There were papers on
publication bias and how to avoid it, the opinions of authors
about referees' reports, and the prevention of fraud. There
were suggestions that readers should be told which parts of a
journal were not peer reviewed, for example book reviews,
letters, and some review articles. In one journal 25% of
advisors were willing to sign their reports for the benefit of
the author, but there was disagreement as to whether signed
reports were as helpful to the editor. As authors we appre-
ciate the anguish produced by a rejection letter and as no
other selection aid has been suggested we will continue to
make changes in our procedures to improve the quality of
peer review.

1 Lock S. A difficult balance. London: Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust,
1985.
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